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Every time I say goodbye, people ask me « already? » and I sincerely believe them. It is true; the 

three years that Rika and I have spent in Vientiane have flown. Yet, when I read the list of the French 

ambassadors abroad, I notice that I am among the 20 ambassadors who stayed the longest in their 

position. This means that our rotations have become very quick.  

At the end of this mission and without pretending to evaluate it myself, I have to highlight its 

strengths. Our bilateral political relations have been enhanced by two presidential visits, one from 

President François Hollande for the ASEM Summit in 2012, November 5th – and some of you 

remember the day when he held a speech at this very place before mingling with the crowd of 

French people invited. And, one year after, from 2013 October 21st to 25th, the visit in France of 

President Choummaly Sayasone, already familiar enough with our President to be welcomed by open 

arms on the front steps of Elysée Palace.  

Historically, these were the two first visits from French and Lao Presidents to their counterpart. We 

can still feel the impulsion they brought. Thus, the last visit coming from France that I had the 

pleasure to welcome was the Director of the French National School for the Judiciary (ENM) in order 

to evaluate the first results of a project signed 3 years ago by both our Ministries of Foreign Affairs in 

the presence of the Presidents, for the creation of the National Judiciary Training Institute. Its 

evaluation was very positive and it must lead us to extend this action very much appreciated by our 

Lao friends, like every time that we offered them our expert assessment.  

Of course, the investments of our companies contribute largely to the development. The most 

famous one, and we are proud of it, is the Nam Theun 2 dam, which remains the most powerful in 

Laos and which is considered worldwide as a model of social and environmental responsibility, 

despite some criticisms not always of good faith. We are convinced that a controlled exploitation of 

hydropower constitutes one of the less harmful ways, regarding climate change for instance, to 

produce the energy that the world needs. We are also proud to contribute to the monitoring of 

Mekong River including at the moment for the construction of Xayabouri dam thanks to the 

Compagnie Nationale du Rhône. I will participate to the meeting in Lyon on October 15th of the 

Observatory of Great Rivers chaired by Erik Orsenna, one of our most famous visitors during the last 

months.  

Supporting quality agriculture, including conservation agriculture based on a meticulous work and 

respectful of ecological conditions, pertains to the same approach. I know that Lao authorities will 

bring their contribution to the success of “Paris Climate 2015” by bringing up these many actions 

which contribute to the preservation of our atmosphere.  

Many other fields of shared expertise should be mentioned: the rehabilitation and the well-reasoned 

development of the heritage, especially in Luang Prabang and Vat Phu, the cooperation in the field of 

civil aviation, many actions in the sector of health, not necessarily spectacular but very much 

appreciated and often supported by volunteers with the help of regional authorities, the support to 

the teaching of French through the bilingual classes but also through Josué Hoffet High School.  

 



Regarding this last result, I am proud to have managed to solve the difficult question of the extension 

of the High School, started 8 years ago. 

It took two presidential visits and countless meetings with ministers, and even a “lamvong” with one 

of them to be finally heard when we say that the extension of Josué Hoffet High School constitutes a 

benefit for Laos, whose children represent 35% of the pupils, and for France. Then, I thank the town 

hall of Vientiane for our very practical dialog which allowed concluding the concession for a new soil 

where an additional building will help to decongest the establishment.  

Thus, supporting the training will have been the central topic of my mission in Laos. The French 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Development, Mr. Laurent Fabius, had promised when 

he welcomed the Deputy-Primer Minister, H.E. Somsavat Lengsavad, to extend by 50% the number 

of scholarships.  This mission has been accomplished thanks to an exemplary partnership with the 

companies, first of all NTPC, and I am sure that others will follow, and thanks to the dedication of 

friends from the civil society in the fields of catering and soon in fashion.  

Training was also a priority for Essilor’s project, whose plant in Savannakhet is one of the greatest 

accomplishments in the last years and the company has given the necessary resources in order to 

train the workers of rural areas for industrial work.   

Also, the training of the leading elite through the conferences on Economics that I took the initiative 

to do and whose success will be, I hope, extended by ECCIL. I pay tribute to the role played by the 

French managers at the head of our European Chamber of Commerce, including AGL and Banque 

Franco Lao, and to the financial support from the European Union from now on. 

Through my action here, I have tried to mobilize the best from the representatives and to tell the 

truth even when it was not pleasant. I believe that they appreciated my honesty, which is a normal 

recompense of friendship. We never hid our inconvenience regarding the hindrances to the action of 

the civil society’s organisations. I mean of course the one who disappeared and who’s trace we 

inexplicably cannot find, but also the bureaucratic annoyances against the organisations working 

with our support under difficult circumstances.  

Laos is changing with the time; it has the ambition to keep on developing in order to catch up with 

the industrialized countries. It has many assets for that, starting with the great diversity of its 

population, its culture, and its talents. I hope that the year 2016 will confirm this perspective of 

modernization, with the changes already engaged by the government and the Chairmanship of 

ASEAN, combined with the starts of the Economic Community and the 8th Plan. 

Finally, on the occasion of this last grand reception, I have to thank Rika who has once again joined in 

and fulfilled next to me another very important mission: more than ever, this Residence is up to the 

French reputation in gastronomy! 

Thank you everyone for being here and long live the French and Lao friendship! 

 


