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H.E. Mr. Savakhone RAZMOUNTRY, Deputy Minister for Information, Culture and 
Tourism, 

Representatives of the national authorities in charge of Culture, Heritage and Museums, 

Dear fellow Ambassadors and representatives of the diplomatic community, 

Dear researchers and teachers, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

I am pleased to welcome you at the French Institute and to present the "From Vat Phu to 
Angkor" photographic exhibition. It retraces nearly a century of research, a century of 
French commitment to their preservation and restoration along with the Laotian and 
Cambodian authorities. 

This collection of the École française d’Extrême-Orient (EFEO), a key player in this 
century of cooperation, is divided into two series: the central square -where we are 
currently standing- presents photographs of Vat Phu; and in the maze of vegetation you 
will find the collection about Angkor, together with exciting explanations. These two 
sites, once connected by a royal road, are gathered here in this very small area. 

The exhibition offers a historical dimension indeed, but it is also an opportunity for me 
to turn towards the future, the near future, and to announce you that in accordance with 
the commitments made during the presidential visit to France by H.E. Choummaly 
SAYASONE, in October 2013, France granted a new funding for the World Heritage Site 
of Vat Phu-Champasak. This support, which is a continuation of our last contribution 
between 2007 and 2012, will focus on restoration, better scientific knowledge, tourism 
development and training. This €400,000 project will be complemented by €360,000 of 
technical assistance. This presidential commitment, Mr. Deputy Minister, will be 
achieved, since the operations will start in a few weeks. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our partners of the diplomatic and 
cooperation community, who support the World Heritage sites of Laos in Luang Prabang 
and Vat Phou Champasak, such as France does. I want to say to my colleagues from the 
US, India, South Korea and Japan, and to the multilateral actors – and especially UNESCO, 
that in this gigantic project of preservation and enhancement of cultural heritage 
(indeed, the listed site of Vat Phou is nearly 400 square kilometers!), we are at their 
disposal to think together about joint actions on this both cultural and economic topic, 
along with the Lao authorities. 

I thank the EFEO for this exhibition and the French institute which showcased it so well. 
I invite you, dear Mr. Deputy Minister, dear colleagues and friends, to enjoy this 
exhibition and then, if you are agenda allows it, to stay with us for the screening of the 
movie “L’aventure du Baphuon” telling the story of the restoration of this remarkable 
temple of Angkor. 

 


