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Picture of the month 

From 14 to 16 April, Laos celebrated the Pi Mai Festival, which 
marks the Buddhist New Year. For three days, the entire country 
was awash with water battles, like here for example, in Luang 
Prabang. This very wet festival was an opportunity for friends 
and relatives to get together on the occasion of different Baci 
ceremonies, visits to the temple and processions. 
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3France in Laos

Following the end of 2010, which was dominated by the 
inauguration of the Nam Theun 2 dam - a flagship project of 
French-Laotian cooperation - and the fifteenth anniversary 
of the inscription of Luang Prabang on the list of UNESCO’s 
World Heritage sites, the first quarter of 2011 was marked by 
new illustrations of the vitality of Franco-Laotian relations. 

In January, the French Institute (new name of the Vientiane 
French Language Centre) hosted the Guinguette du 
Mékong in its gardens, coordinated by the Nouveau Monde 
association which, as in previous years, was a resounding 
success among an audience of young Laotian and French 
people. 

Parliamentary exchanges between France and Laos, which 
are now a regular feature, continued. Mrs Catherine Tasca, 
Vice-president of the French Senate and President of the 
Senate’s France-Cambodia-Laos Friendship Group, was in 
Vientiane and Luang Prabang on a working visit to lead 
a delegation of senators and to familiarise herself with 
ongoing decentralised cooperation projects between French 
authorities and Laotian provinces - in particular the Centre 
region and the City of Chinon with the Luang Prabang 
Province, and the Rhône-Alpes region with the Khammouane 
Province. She also came to assess the relations between the 
Senate and the National Assembly of Laos. This visit was 
followed in February by that of the Senator representing 
French people abroad, Mr Richard Yung. 

A delegation of the city and region of Arles led by Mr 
Christian Mourisard, deputy Mayor, and a group of teachers 
chaired by Mr Philippe Duron, Mayor of Caen and MP, also 
went to Laos to examine joint development projects. 

In addition, an agreement was finalised in March between 
several donors, enabling the launch of a large-scale 
agricultural development project in the Northern provinces, 
upon the initiative of the French Development Agency. This 
programme involves French, German, Swiss and European 
cooperation and serves as an example of coordination 
and harmonisation in terms of development aid. In the 
research sector, Professor Michel Laurent, Chairman of 
the Research Institute for Development, renewed the 
cooperation agreement between this institution and the 
Agronomic Research Institute of Laos. Upon the initiative 
of the National water Resources and Environment Authority 
of Laos, the International Office for Water and the Loire-
Bretagne and Rhin-Meuse Water Basin Authorities were 

active participants in a seminar on the management of 
catchment areas, involving several countries of the region.
The French model of water basin authorities was the focus 
of this seminar's discussions. 

Like every year, we helped organise the Francophonie month 
in March via numerous initiatives organised by the National 
University of Laos, in conjunction with public secondary 
education institutions and the French Institute. On 20 
March, Mr Soubanh Strittirath, Minister for Francophonie, 
attended a reception organised in the French Institute to 
celebrate the Francophonie day. He took this opportunity to 
reaffirm Laos' commitment as part of the French-speaking 
world. 

Finally, on an economic note, the Velcan Energy company 
signed a new agreement protocol with Laotian authorities 
aiming to develop a new hydroelectric dam project. A 
reception was organised in the French Embassy to celebrate 
the creation of the European Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, which replaces the French Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry in Laos. 

After this first quarter, the coming months will see the 
continuation of our cooperation programmes as well as 
new initiatives. A meeting between the elected officials 
and territorial managers concerned on the subject of 
decentralised cooperation will be organised in Lyon in June, 
in order to assess the actions undertaken and identify 
development perspectives in this domain. Also in Lyon, a 
meeting between French and Laotian entrepreneurs will be 
organised by the Chamber of Commerce and Industry and 
the Confederation of small and medium-sized businesses of 
the Rhône-Alpes Region. 

This period, full of dynamic initiatives in terms of cooperation 
as well as economic exchanges between France and Laos, 
will take us into the summer and the 14th of July, which 
will be celebrated as usual at the French Embassy, in the 
presence of all Franco-Laotian cooperation partners. 

Best regards, 

François Sénémaud  

A word from the 
Ambassador 
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Agenda

APRIL

Tuesday 5 - Saturday 30
RASI exhibition in the French Institute 

Tuesday 19
Mission to Laos for Mr Bernard Boucault, ENA director 
(National School of Administration) 

Friday 29
Concert of traditional Laotian songs in the French Institute 

MAY

Saturday 7
Frédéric Pelassy's violin concert in the French Institute

Monday 9
8 May 1945 celebrations - Europe Day 

Tuesday 10
Cocktail in honour of the Europe Day and inauguration of the 

European Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

Thursday 12 - Sunday 15
Second edition of the Vientianale film festival in Vientiane's 
Culture Hall 

Wednesday 25
Conference on epilepsy in the French Institute 

JUNE

Thursday 16
Decentralised cooperation day in Lyon

Saturday 18
Music Festival - Concert by French rock band Merzhin and 
Laotian bands in the French Institute 

Monday 20 - Tuesday 21
Seminar on the emerging cities of South East Asia 

Thursday 23
Laos Day at the Lyon Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Creation of the European Chamber of Commerce and Industry

With around one hundred 
SMEs, France has been the 

number one Western country 
in Laos in terms of economic 
involvement for years. The vast 
majority of businesses established 
in Laos work in the services 
(hotels, tourism etc.), industrial 
and agricultural sector (coffee, 
flowers etc.). 

Created in 2006, the French 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry in Laos (CCIFL) 
consisted of 37 members as of the 
beginning of 2011. It was the first 
organisation designed for a group of 
foreign companies in Laos. 

For more than two years, the members of the CCIFL, 
with the support of the French and German embassies 
and the delegation of the European Union in Laos, worked 
on transforming the CCIFL into a European Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry. These two years made it possible 
to successfully complete a strategic reflection, identify the 
future development priorities of the Euro Chamber and 
determine its transformation plan. 

The CCIFL was effectively disbanded on 21 February 2010, 
paving the way for the creation of the European Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry. 

The Constituent Assembly of 
this Chamber of Commerce 
was held on 21 March. On 
this occasion, a reception 
was organised by the French 
Embassy, the German Embassy 
and the delegation of the 
European Union in Laos with 
a view to attracting new 
business members. Nearly 
200 businessmen attended the 
announcement of the creation 
of the Euro Chamber, the 
official inauguration of which 
will be held on 10 May 2011, 
coinciding with the Europe 
Day celebrations. 

The primary purpose of the Euro Chamber will be to represent 
European businesses in Laos. It will notably help promote 
European economic interests while helping its members and 
recently established European businesses to expand. It will 
provide its members with insight into the Laotian market, 
economic and commercial environment, developing for them 
means of information, exchanges, visibility and growth. It 
should also help create a genuine SME support policy, notably 
via dialogue with Laotian authorities on the legal and fiscal 
business environment. 

More than 200 businessmen celebrated the creation
 of the Euro Chamber in the French Embassy

Event
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Visit of the Chairman of the IRD Professor Laurent

Pr. Michel Laurent, 
chairman of the 

Research Institute for 
Development (IRD), visited 
Vientiane from 16 to 18 
March.

The IRD has been working 
in Laos for twenty years 
and is involved in water 
and soil sciences, agrarian 
policies, anthropology 
and social studies, urban 
geography and public 

health.

During this visit, Pr. Laurent met with the managing director 
of the National Institute of agriculture and forestry – with 
whom a new research cooperation agreement was signed 
on 17 March, enabling further research into agrarian 
change and adaptation to climate change. 

Pr. Laurent also met with the IRD's numerous institutional 
partners in the health sector: the Francophonie Institute 
for tropical medicine, the Christophe Mérieux Centre in 
Laos and the infectious disease centre of the Mahosot 

Hospital. These exchanges, as well as those he had with 
Health Minister Dr. Ponmek Dalaloy, enabled him to 
assess the development of the IRD's research activities in 
the health domain. 

On 18 March, Pr. Laurent attended a meeting with the 
vice-chancellor of the National University of Laos (UNL) 
and the deans of the schools of agriculture, forestry and 
sciences, and stressed the need for more synergy between 
research and training activities. Finally, a press conference 
was held in the IRD's Vientiane office. 

The IRD intends to develop its already substantial 
research partnerships and projects. The Institute can 
rely upon the local presence of the Agricultural Research 
Centre for Development (CIRAD) as well as that of the 
Pasteur Institute of Laos, to work within the renewed and 
extended framework of the Inter-institutional Research 
Agency for Development (AIRD).

On 20 and 21 June, the IRD will organise a regional 
workshop on "emerging cities" in Vientiane, in conjunction 
with the Cultural and Cooperation Service (SCAC) of the 
French Embassy.

France contributes to the agricultural development of North Laos 
via the « Northern Uplands Development Programme » project

The official ceremony for the launch of the "Northern Uplands 
Development Programme" (NUDP) took place on 15 March 
2011. The NUDP is a €19.6 million project that will cover nine 
underprivileged districts of the northern provinces. These 
funds are provided by the Laotian government (€1.83 million), 
the European Commission (€10 million), Germany (€4 million), 
Switzerland (€1.47 million) and the French Development Agency 
(€2.3 million). These four donors are united in a partnership 
chaired by the EC and with the AFD serving as secretariat. 

The NUDP is based on field actions and assistance in 
the development of a sector-based development policy 
for mountainous regions. Field actions will focus on the 
participatory definition of land management plans, secure 
access to land, the promotion of farming organisations, the 
structuring of networks and the support of agricultural advisory 
services. Assistance in the implementation of the Vientiane 
Declaration, the management of multi-sectoral programmes 
and the formulation of public policies are the foundations of 
institutional support. The Ministry of Agriculture and forestry 
is the contracting authority of the NUDP.

It is implemented by central/provincial/district-based units. 
Cross-sectional by nature, the NUDP brings together the 
other ministries involved in national and provincial coordination 
teams. This programme is the spearhead of the Laotian 
government and its rural development partners. 

Mr François Sénémaud, French Ambassador to Laos, alongside other 
project partners during the press conference of 15 March 2011

Professeur Laurent, 
chairman of the IRD

Cooperation
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Francophonie

Third edition of the Laotian Olympiads of Francophonie 

Like every year, March 2011 was the occasion for the 
French-speaking population of Laos to attend the 

"Laotian Olympiads of Francophonie", an event involving 
hundreds of young people based 
on French language activities. 
This year, two sessions of 
this event were held in order 
to enable more young French 
speakers to participate in 
these Olympiads. The first one 
was dedicated to lycée pupils 
and higher education students, 
while the second one ("junior" 
version) targeted 8 to 14 year 
old pupils. 

In total, the third edition of 
the "Laotian Olympiads of 
Francophonie" brought together 
144 young Laotians aged 16 to 
20 throughout the country. 
Individual general culture and French language tests 
based on the theme "France, an Olympic land" were 
simultaneously organised in Luang Prabang, Vientiane, 
Savannakhet and Paksé, thus giving for the first time a 
national dimension to this event.

With the support of the "Allons en France" operation 
(a programme of the ministry of Foreign and European 

Affairs which is part of the actions aimed at promoting 
French language abroad and designed to reward the 
best French-speaking lycée pupils and higher education 

students each year by offering 
them a thematic trip to France), 
the two Laotian winners 
will have the opportunity to 
discover France and its cultural 
heritage in July, alongside many 
other young people of various 
nationalities and cultural and 
social origins. The "Allons 
en France" project combines 
tourism, sporting initiatives and 
all forms of expression. 

Another highlight of the 2011 
Francophonie, the "junior" version 
of the Olympiads involved 150 pupils 
of the bilingual schools of Vientiane 
as well as the Hoffet lycée as part of 

activities carried out by teams of ten pupils proudly wearing " 
Le français, ça me plaît " tee-shirts. Activities included drawing 
and memory games, dancing, French exercises, karaoke etc. 
Enough to guarantee great fun and stimulate team spirit while 
making new friends. 

Congratulations to the winners! 

This year's two winners are Miss Alina PRADITH 
from the Vientiane Lycée and Miss Soumésa SATHIENTHEP 
from the UNL's School of Law and Political Science
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Business 

"If you give a man a fish, you feed him for a day; if you 
teach a man how to fish, you feed him for a lifetime; if 
you teach him how to farm fish in an eco-sustainable 
manner, you feed him, his children, his grandchildren 
and the next generations."

(fair trade adaptation of a Chinese proverb)

Bruno Feuillerat arrived in Laos in 2007 after he worked in 
different businesses, cooperative companies, associations 

and NGOs located in France, Africa and Cambodia. One 
year after his arrival, he decided, along with his partners, to 
create a social enterprise selling organic products. In May 
2010, these products were awarded the organic farming 
certificate by the Ministry of Agriculture, before the store 
opened on 24 January 2011. 

Agroasie is a social enterprise with several objectives: 
providing healthy and natural food (ethical in terms of 
consumer health), respecting the environment and bio-
diversity (environmental ethics), helping village communities 
develop and finding markets for their production (social 
ethics). Agroasie owns 50 hectares of land in the Santhong 
district. This district of the Vientiane Municipalité province, 
located one and a half hours' drive from Vientiane, is one of 
the poorest in Laos. 

In addition to its 19 Lao, Khmu and Hmong employees, the 
company has signed a contract with around twenty local 
families, for whom this organic production partnership with 
Agroasie is the number one source of income. The company 
has committed to paying these families at the time of harvest 
and paying an additional amount according to market sales. 
On top of an advance for seeds, the company has helped 
purchase bicycles and motorbikes and has provided housing 
aid. Bursting with ideas, it provides its personnel with 
literacy classes and has conducted a free dental treatment 
campaign. The company would ultimately like to obtain 
the "fair trade" certificate, which would legitimise its work 
and commitments. They wish to be fair to its workers, its 
suppliers and its customers. 

In the store located on Chao Anou street, you will find a 
broad range of organic products, from vegetables (tomatoes, 
lettuce, spinach etc.) to fruits (strawberries, passion fruit, 
bananas etc.), rice and beans (white rice, brown rice, soya 
beans, black beans etc.), as well as other food products such 
as olive oil or cheese. The store also proposes cosmetic 
products and handicrafts. Soon, the company will offer 
the home delivery of "family hampers" containing seasonal 
products. 

 Agroasie, a fair trade player

Agroasie employs workers of Lao, Khmu and Hmong origins

To receive the France in Laos newsletter by e-mail, please return the 
document which can be downloaded from the Embassy's website :
 http://ambafrance-laos.org
to : infopresse.vientiane-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr

SUBSCRIBE!

Agroasie's sales outlet in Vientiane is located on Chao Anou street
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Special Feature

20 March marks the worldwide 
celebration of the International 
Francophonie Day. In Laos, 
the party always lasts longer 
and, for one month, French 
language was heard from 
Luang Prabang to Vientiane, 
from Paksé to Savannakhêt.
France in Laos proposes a 
focus on the highlights of the 
2011 edition:  

During the Francophonie month, 
the French Embassy invited 

Albert Bertin, a.k.a. Lucien, a French 
singer and songwriter for children, 
to liven up the different events 
of March 2011. A cross between 
Super Mario and Henri Dès, this 
colourful character delighted the 
audience with different concerts 
organised during his stay in Laos.

In addition to his different shows 
in front of a consistently large 
audience, Lucien set up "Le Ban des 
Arpettes", a show which put the 
spotlight on 50 pupils - from the 
Sokpaluang, Nahaidiao schools and 
the bilingual classes of the Vientiane 
lycée - who all have been learning 
French for two years.

Organised at the Lao National 
Circus, this children's musical was 
rehearsed for several months by 
these budding artists. It attracted 
more than 500 spectators to its 
only performance on 25 March.

The talent and motivation of the 
young actors, combined with 
the very special setting, worked 
wonders. Indeed, the audience's 
loud cheers and applause at the end 
of the show are still echoing in the 

circus bleachers.

A party for young people as 
well as adults 

Young people are the future of 
Francophonie, it is therefore only 
natural to organise events for them. 
Nevertheless, the rich and varied 
attractions proposed appealed to 
both young and old.

Thus the French Ambassador, 
Mr François Sénémaud, hosted a 
reception on Saturday 19 March in 
the gardens of the French Institute.

During this reception, the Laotian 
Minister for Francophonie Mr 
Soubanh Srithirath reiterated the 
importance of French-speaking 
values in the development of 
the world and especially in Laos.  
Quoting Léopold Sédar Senghor, 
the former President of Senegal 
and chief architect of cultural 
Francophonie,  he said:  "This integral 
humanism which is weaving its way 
around the globe, this symbiosis of 
dormant energy from all continents, 

Highlights of March 2011 in texts and images, 
marked by the Francophonie Festival 

Ambassador François Sénémaud and Minister Soubanh Srithirath 
during the reception organised in honour of the French language.

With Lucien keeping an eye on them, the children 
played a succession of scenes in French
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all races, which are awakening to 
their shared warmth". 

Several events were organised every 
day such as the Spelling contest 
evening of Thursday 24 March, 
which was a resounding success 
(see article on page 13), and the 
"junior" and "senior" Olympiads of 
Francophonie, for which there was 
record participation (see article on 
page 6). Every event was a success. 

One of the highlights of the 
Francophonie month in Laos 
was undoubtedly the election 
of Miss and Mister Centre 2011 
on Wednesday 23 March

This election, which celebrates 
elegance but also knowledge of 
the French language, has become 
a key feature of the Francophonie 
festival's programme in the past 
few years. 

For this 2011 edition, adverse 
weather conditions prevented this 
event from taking place on the date 
initially planned. This competition 
was therefore postponed to 23 
March and, on this occasion, the 
garden of the French Institute 
of Laos was transformed into a 
catwalk ready to welcome the 13 
candidates: seven girls and six boys, 
all students of the Institute. These 

twenty year old candidates are 
enrolled in higher education while 
attending French courses at the 
Institute. 

In the large audience gathered 
around the stage, placards appeared 
here and there to support certain 
candidates. 

Competition was fierce. At 
the end of the fashion show 
competitions in traditional 
dress and evening wear, the 
French tests influenced the 
vote of the jury presided 
by the deputy Consul, Mrs 
Nathalie Nodé. 

In the end, Miss Aphilom 
Vanthanouvong and Mr 
Khanithalath Koummarasy 
became the new Miss and 
Mister Centre 2011. 

In addition to the many 
prizes they won, these two 
promising young people had 
the honour of becoming 
the French Institutes's 
ambassadors for 2011.

The curtain fell as the 
Francophonie Festival gave 
way to Pi Mai. The next 
edition will not come quick 
enough! 

The Circus décor enhanced the only public performance of Le Ban des Arpettes on 25 March

The crowning of 
Aphilom Vanthanouvong 
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What's on at the French Institute? 

Rasi presents 36 snapshots of « L'Etang aux fourmis »

This new Rasi exhibition in the French Institute, entitled "NONG 
SA MODD" is a fresh illustration of his talent, the continuation 

and progress of his determined quest. However, a major new 
feature will surprise those familiar with his dark ways and disturbing 
explorations of the boundaries between the visible and the invisible. 
After a period of tests and research using a Polaroid camera, he is 
now leaning towards the digital image, without neglecting the power 
of this dark light which he presents through an infinite range of 
versions. 

This new series, dedicated to "L'Etang aux fourmis" (the Savannakhet 
ant pond), is strangely beautiful and blissful. The force of the moving, 
fascinating and subtle images emanating from these 36 snapshots 
attests to a genuinely philosophical 
approach to life. Above all, they reveal 
how, by simply capturing a look, can 
be sublimated the transition between 
life and death, between the origin and 
extinction. 

In a somewhat similar way to Henry 
D. Thoreau, who lived at Walden 
pond for years to observe life and its 
metamorphoses, Rasi felt his father's 
memory push him on, in a dream or 
daydream, to find the ant pond (Nong 
Sa Modd) that they both liked so 
much. 

This enclosed world, bordered by 
rice paddies and saturated with 
animal and plant life, epitomises the 
boundaries between stagnant water 
and solid ground. Mud is omnipresent, 
slimy, heavy and boggy, but the water 
becomes clearer towards the middle, 
suggesting the promise of germination, 
movement and colours. 

His father, he says, had plans for this pond; he wanted to organise 
this location, make it profitable, but all he did there was dream. The 
man who returns to the circle of his childhood and dreams by the 
pond also reflects upon his past, but this is not the meditation of a 
lonely walker, this is the powerful reflection on destiny and the limits 
of living beings. The aquatic theme is conveyed or rather enhanced 
by the lotus, a flower laden with symbols and evocativeness. Born 
in the mud, it climbs up towards the sky and pulls itself out of the 
water, in a perfectly beautiful line. Will the dying leaf, with its last 
strength, already yellow and cracked, manage to capture a drop of 
water? Elusive and fluid, the drop escapes out of the leaf which 
becomes totally putrefied. Thus goes the final rustle of life, the last 
journey of the fluid which returns to its origin. What is the difference 

between the beauty of life and death? 

What pond life presents us with is 
the essential interlocking of gestation 
and extinction, of what is born and 
blooms and what dies and disappears. 
These two moments seem perfectly 
concomitant and simultaneous within 
the enclosed area, in the circular shape 
of a playground where life and death 
are part of the same process. However, 
these images do not describe anything; 
what they reveal is what cannot be 
seen without the lucid fervour which 
always brings the invisible and the 
silence within reach of the visible and 
which, in the shadows, scrutinises the 
power and revelation of what is hidden. 
This ubiquitous invisibility emerges and 
unfurls among the silent, stagnant 
water. 

                         Michèle-Baj Strobel

The French Institute celebrates music in June

As part of the Music Festival and its tour of Asia, Merzhin will perform in the French Institute of 
Vientiane on 18 June 2011. This rock band from Brittany, created in 1996 by six school friends, 
has already released 10 albums, three of them recorded "live" in the Carène (a concert venue in 
Brest), in India and in the Bataclan, the legendary Paris venue. 

During this concert, the French Institute proposes an "open mike" night for local artists in the 
Laotian capital.
 
Information and subscription:  - 

The Vientiane French Institute hosts Rasi's exhibition 
"L'étang aux fourmis" from 5 to 30 April. 

Admission is free
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Address book

Opened in early January 2011 by Philippe Boucley, a 
chef who has been in Laos for 11 years, Bistro 22 is 
the latest addition to the list of French restaurants in 
Vientiane. 

Before opening his bistro, this French chef worked in 
the kitchen of the Settha Palace, the Central and Chez 

Philippe, after which this nomadic chef decided to open a 
family business, leading to the creation of Bistro 22. 

This new restaurant proposes simple quality cuisine in a 
setting reminiscent of the bistros of old. The atmosphere is 
deliberately calm and relaxing, almost intimate. The restaurant 
essentially relies on regular customers who make sure to 
book one of the six tables available. In keeping with the 
sobriety of the premises, the menu is simple yet varied. 

If you wish to put your trust in the Chef's current inspirations, 
do not hesitate to order the special of the day, which changes 
according to the desires of the kitchen personnel. Guaranteed 
value for money: the starter/main course/dessert menu costs 
65,000 kips and the main course of the day alone 40,000 
kips. 

The house also proposes a broad range of cognacs to 
accompany your meal. The menu changes regularly.
 

Although located on Samsenthai road, one of Vientiane's 
busiest streets, Bistro 22 is not easy to find, as this pleasant 
restaurant seems happy to hide from those not in the know 
who could stumble upon it. Now you know the address! 

 
           Bistro22

Ban Khaonyot, Samsenthai road
Vientiane, 

Tél : 021 21 41 29

Simplicity and quality, keywords of the Bistro 22

The recipe of Bistro 22: 
simple decoration and copious servings
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Art and culture

Return of the Vientianale film festival from 12 to 15 May

This year, the Vientianale international film festival 
moves to the Vientiane Culture Hall from 12 to 15 
May. For four days, films will be screened in this 
Laotian temple of Culture. Admission will be free as 
the organisers wish to make this new edition of the 
festival a popular event. 

All the films which will be presented during seven 
screenings in the afternoon and evening are local 

productions, with priority given to the actors and directors 
of South East Asia. Thus, in addition to Laos, Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Thailand, Singapore, Indonesia and Malaysia will 
also be represented alongside the traditional purveyors of 
international films such as France, Germany and the USA. 

Focus on youth 

One of the highlights of the festival will certainly be the 
short film competition which will put numerous and talented 
young Laotian directors to the test. 

This festival, which does not claim to be in the same league 
as the major, internationally recognised festivals of a similar 
kind (Deauville, Berlin, Venice, Cannes etc.), has an almost 
educational vocation. Different workshops will enable the 
general public to familiarise themselves with certain basic 
rules required to create a film. 

Youth will be the focus of attention via the competition of 
the best short films made using a mobile phone on the theme 
"We are the future". This festival is first and foremost an 
event designed so that professionals can share their passion 
with everyone, and maybe even inspire people in a country 
where the film industry remains marginal. 

The French Institute is a major partner of this event and, 
with their help, the Vientiane school of fine arts was given 
the opportunity to present six short films in the official 
competition from 12 to 15 May, in the hope of winning one 
of the many prizes awarded by the festival jury. 

This original and refreshing event will not only promote 
films: this versatile cultural event will simultaneously host 
a Book Fair in the lobby of the Culture Hall. Finally, in an 
effort to attract as large an audience as possible, admission 
will be free, so why don't you pay a visit!
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Josué Hoffet Lycée

Pi Mai celebrations in the primary school

Dictation exercice in the lycée

As part of the Francophonie month, CM1 pupils and their 
teacher, Mr Jacques Barret, organised a "dictation" evening 

on Thursday 24 March in the courtyard of the Josué Hoffet 
lycée. This first edition involved more than 150 candidates, 
including lycée pupils, parents and the French Ambassador to 
Laos, Mr François Sénémaud. 

Under a starry sky, more than 150 children and adults did 
their best to transcribe Mr Jacques Barret's words onto 
their sheets of paper. The objective of this class project was 
for children to experience spelling differently, by becoming 
teachers for a night. This event was such as success that the 

lycée is planning to improve the organisation of this evening 
next year, which may eventually become a classic for the 
French speaking population of Vientiane. 

We wish to thank once again all partner businesses without 
whom this dictation would not have been possible: 

MONUMENT Books, SILAPA restaurant, Organic Shop, 
SISOMPHONE Store, Ecuries franco-lao, Joint Mart store, 
DATACOM, PARADICE, OLLA butchers and the BFL. 

Studious atmosphere in the courtyard of the Hoffet lycée Mr Jacques Barret and the winners of the first 
edition of the lycée's spelling contest evening 

Second-year pre-school frogs will become... ..."extraordinary fish" in the final year! 

On Thursday 7 April, two days before the Easter break, 
the pre-school and primary school pupils of the Hoffet 

lycée gave different performances for their families, under 
the watchful eye of their teachers. 

The 400 spectators gathered in the lycée courtyard to 
witness different shows designed to accompany the Pi Mai 
Festival, which featured several classics: "Singing in the rain" 
performed by the CP A classes and "Grease", modernised by 
the pupils of the English class of cycle 3. 
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Association

Vientiane Accueil est heureux de vous présenter son nouveau bureau:

La nouvelle équipe vous proposera des moments dʼéchange et de convivialité autour de différents 
thèmes tout au long de lʼannée 2011.
En ce qui concerne les prochaines semaines, nous souhaitons vous retrouver:
¥ Autour dʼun verre pour prendre lʼapéritif le samedi 8 Mai à partir de 18h30 au terrain de Simeuang
¥ Au vert à la campagne, pour partager une journée de jeux et de far niente le dimanche 22 Mai.
¥ Au vide-grenier, le samedi 11 Juin au terrain de Simeuang.
Nous vous donnerons plus dʼinformation par la suite mais notez dès aujourdʼhui ces dates sur vos 
agendas - Nous vous attendons nombreux! 

A bientôt.
Le bureau de Vientiane Accueil

Kty Waldura
Présidente

Vannapha (Tuy) 
Bouphapanya
Vice-Président

Van Thông Samlane
Trésorier

Lalaina Rajaonasolo
Trésorier-Adjoint

Renate Lefroy
Secrétaire

On 29 March, the Vientiane Accueil association organised the election of the members of its new board:

Email:  vientianeaccueil@yahoo.fr

The new team will offer you exchanges and friendly events based on various themes throughout 2011. 

In the next few weeks, we would like to invite you to:
- An aperitif on Saturday 8 May from 6.30 p.m. in the Simeuang grounds
- A day in the countryside to enjoy fun and games together on Sunday 22 May. 
- A car boot sale on Saturday 11 June in the Simeuang grounds. 

We will give you more information later but make sure to write these dates in your diary - Come and join us! 

See you soon. 
The Vientiane Accueil board 
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USEFUL NUMBERS 
French Embassy (856 - 21) 26 74 00
In case of emergency only: 020 555 14 751

Emergency Police Services 191
Vientiane Police (021) 21 27 06
Fire Department 190

Medical centre of the Embassy (021) 21 41 50
(emergency only 020 5655 47 94)

International clinic Mahosot Hospital (021) 21 40 22
L’Amitié Hospital (emergency) (021) 41 33 00
Vientiane ambulance centre 195 ou 21 26 11

Thai Hospitals 
- Wattana Nong Khai (+66) 42 46 52 01
(International contact: M. Paul, (+66) 8 18 33 42 62 ; 
hospital contact in Laos: M. Assanai, 021 24 00 97)
- Wattana Udon Thani (+66) 42 24 19 56 
- AEK clinic (Udon) (+66) 42 34 25 55 

Alarm Centre in Bangkok: (+66) 22 56 71 46
Friendship bridge immigration services 
(021) 81 20 40 / 81 20 37

UFE (Union des Français de l'Etranger) local section:
ufelaos@gmail.com
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News in Brief 

Award 
On Monday 4 April 2011, Mr François Sénémaud, French 
Ambassador to Laos, awarded the insignia of Knight of 
the French Legion of Honour to Mr Jean-Pierre Katz, 
CEO of the Nam Theun 2 Power Company (NTPC) in 
the French Embassy in Vientiane. 

AFD branch in Laos – Change of leadership 
Mr Guy François, representing the French Development 
Agency in Laos, retired on 31 March 2011. He is 
temporarily replaced by Mr Gérald Vuillemin, who will 
himself be replaced by a permanent staff member in 
July 2011. 

New personnel in the press department of the 
French Embassy in Laos 
Miss Coraline Adam was appointed as the embassy's 
press officer on 3 May 2011. She will be assisted by 
Mr Arnaud Eyssautier, who has held his post since 
March. 




