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Picture of the month

The performance of the Ramayana in the Phra Lak Phra Lam theatre (Royal 
Palace of Luang Prabang) showcases the full traditional Lao repertoire: 
singing, dancing, music, etc. 
The troupe is currently receiving financial support from the Social 
Development Fund (FSD) set up by the French Embassy in 2010.
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Event

Voting from abroad in 2012

If you choose to vote from aboard, you will henceforth be eligible to 
vote not only in presidential elections but also in referendums and for a 
deputy elected by French people living outside France. 
Be aware that whichever electoral registrar voters choose to be listed 
on between now and 31 December 2011 will, along with the place where 
they cast their vote, apply for both elections. 

Please ensure that you are registered on the consular electoral list for 
2012. Only French people who have registered on this list by 31 December 
2011 will be able to participate in the elections that will be held abroad in 
2012. The consular service of the French Embassy in Laos would be happy 
to provide you with any further information that you may require on this 
matter. Send any inquiries to the following address: 
elections.vientiane-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr

Election dates:
Election of the President of the Republic
- 1st round: 22 April 2012
- 2nd round: 6 May 2012
Legislative elections outside France for the 11 deputies elected by French 
people residing abroad
- 1st round: 3 June 2012
- 2nd round: 17 June 2012

The summer of 2011 saw the completion of several cooperation 
projects that translated the French-Lao relationship into tangible 
results.

The July 14th celebrations at the French Residence, which were 
graced by the presence of Mr Thongloun Sisoulith, Laos' Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, were an opportunity 
for us to celebrate our republican values and express our gratitude 
to all of the people involved in building the relationship of trust 
between France and Laos.

A few days later I took part in the inauguration of the Interdisciplinary 
Research Centre – National Herbarium of Laos, a project funded by 
the French Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs and carried out 
in collaboration with the National University of Laos (NUOL) and 
the French Institute of Research for Development (IRD). This new 
scientific institution is equipped with tools for preserving Laos' plant 
diversity, which is particularly rich but about which much remains 
unknown. 

In late August the national airline company, Lao Airlines, signed a 
contract with Airbus for the purchase of two A320 aircraft, which 
will be delivered this autumn and will be used to open a Vientiane-
Singapore route. These purchases are further proof of the dynamic of 
expansion in the Lao civil aviation sector and represent a significant 
success for the French and European aviation industry.

At the start of September an agreement was concluded for the 
renovation of the Vientiane water management system, a project co-
funded by the French Development Agency (AFD). It will replace the 
47km of old pipes and lay 119 valves in five districts in the city.

Finally, over the last few months we have seen further evidence of 
the vitality of our cooperation in the education sector, thanks to the 
progress made in the renovation of the Lycée de Vientiane. This work 
is financed by France as part of a subsidy that also provides for 
the purchase of books and computer equipment for pupils. What 
is more, this year, as every year, young Lao students set off to study 
in France – some 40 of them chose the French higher education 
system, 11 of whom received grants from the French government..

The months ahead will see the launch of new associative projects 
under the aegis of the Social Development Fund (FSD) and the 
signature of a new AFD project aimed at conserving Luang Prabang, 
the former royal city which Unesco lists as a world heritage site and 
which France has been supporting since 1995. In the health sector, 
construction of the Pasteur Institute of Laos, which is co-funded by 
AFD, will be completed by the end of the year. Last but not least, 
we are continuing our reform of the higher education system for 
medicine.

 Best regards,
François Sénémaud 

A word from the 
Ambassador

2012 will feature some important elections: the French 
Presidential election and, for the first time, the election of 11 

deputies representing French people residing outside France.

Vérifi ez que vous êtes inscrits sur la liste électorale de votre consulat

Date limite d’inscription : 31 décembre 2011

www.votezaletranger.gouv.fr

En 2012,
vous élirez

LE PRÉSIDENT DE LA RÉPUBLIQUE
et pour la première fois 

DES DÉPUTÉS 
pour les 11 circonscriptions électorales 

des Français établis hors de France
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4 France in Laos

Young French doctors on summer internships 
in Vientiane hospitals

The Laos FSP-Health project is a French-Lao cooperation 
programme that was set up in 2008. It is funded by the French 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and aims to support the system 
of higher education for medicine in Laos. In 2010, the Laos 
University of Health Sciences (LUHS) signed cooperation 
frameworks agreements with some French universities that 
provides for collaboration on practical and theoretical training 
and student and staff exchanges between France and Laos. 

During the summer of 2011 (June, July and August), 27 French 
medicine students were hosted in Vientiane in the hospitals of 
Mahosot, Setthathirat and Mitthaphab. The departments that 
they were employed in included digestive and orthopaedic 
surgery, emergencies, reanimation, cardiology, infectious diseases 
and paediatrics.

The universities of Bordeaux, Strasbourg, Besançon and Paris 
are the French partners in these exchanges. The student meeting 
had three goals: to promote inter-university exchanges between 
France and Laos, bolster the use of the French language in the 
LUHS and give French and Lao students the chance to present 
their respective medical career paths.

The Lao students spoke of the historic, cultural and economic 
changes that their country has undergone, while the future 
French doctors gave a detailed presentation of how Paris public 
hospital system (AP-HP) works and the equipment it has. At the 
end of the meeting, the Lao students expressed their interest in 
doing an internship in France. 

Meeting

OCTOBER

Thursday 13 
End of Buddhist Lent

Monday 17 - Thursday 20
Semaine du Goût (Week of Food Events) at the 
French Institute

Saturday 8 - Sunday 23
Fang Mae Khong dance festival on tour in 
Vientiane, Luang Prabang and Thakhek

Thursday 20 - Friday 21 
Regional meeting of France Volontaires Asie in 
Vientiane 

End of the month
Visit by Mr Yves Dauge, former senator from 
Indre-et-Loire, deputy mayor of Chinon

NOVEMBER

Friday 11
Armistice Day commemoration at the French 
cemetery 

Monday 7 - Sunday 20
First Laos Manga Festival at the French Institute

DECEMBER

Friday 2
Lao National Day 

As part of the Laos FSP-Health project, a meeting took place between young Lao and French medicine students 
on Thursday 27 July 2011 in the auditorium of the Vientiane University of Health Sciences. This was organized 

to mark the arrival of 27 French medicine students for a summer internship.

Agenda
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Social Development Fund : 
projects funded in 2010-2011

Since the FSD was introduced in 2010, 13 local associations 
have received grants from the French Embassy in Laos for a 
total value of US$800,000 :

- COPE (Cooperative Orthotic 
and Prosthetic Enterprise) :  
support for a rehabilitation 
centre for disabled people. In 
particular, the project strives 
to create awareness-raising and 
lobbying capacities relating to 
the dangers of cluster bombs in 
Laos.
- Lao Bang Fai : support for an 
association of young artists to 
promote hip-hop culture in Laos. 
What makes this group unique is 
that it includes disabled dancers 
and marginalised young people, 
thereby using dance and body 
self-expression to engender real 
social change.
- Learning House : help to 
create a network of non-profit 
local associations. 
- Lao Youth Action for AIDS 
Programme : support for 
increasing access to employment 
for families affected by HIV/
AIDS.
- The Hongsa Mahout 
Association : support for the creation of a mahout association 
in the province of Xayabouri, implemented in conjunction with 
ElefantAsia. Due to the decline in the hauling business and 
because they are respectful of elephants’ life cycle, mahouts 
in Hongsa want to develop other income-generating activities, 
especially ecotourism. 
- Phonsinuane Volunteer Group : backing for the 
establishment of a training cycle using the arts to reintegrate 
vulnerable groups into society. The project, which is 
implemented in partnership with Village Focus International, was 
initially devised for young women who are victims of human 
trafficking. 
- Lao Red Cross : mobilisation, awareness-raising and training 
of 500 young volunteers in the rules of road safety and first aid 
(project developed in tandem with the French Red Cross).
- Lao Disabled Women Development Centre  (LDWDC) : 
the project plans to train 300 disabled women in therapeutic 

massage techniques in order to give them greater financial 
autonomy; it also plans to harness the help of doctors to give 
lessons in basic medicine. 
- Gender Development Group : work on gender policies 

in the district of Sangthong 
(Vientiane province), including 
efforts to improve women's 
status by raising awareness of 
violence against them.
- Phra Lak Phra Lam theatre 
association : energising the 
association of the Luang Prabang 
royal theatre by developing 
and promoting its repertoire 
(especially the Ramayana) and 
facilitating integration and 
artistic training (singing, dancing 
and music) for new members
- Maeying Huamjai Phattana : 
support for villages communities 
in the district of Paktha (Bokéo 
province), in order to promote 
agricultural diversification and 
craft activities.
- Ban Kapeu and Nonglao 
village group : silk production 
training (worm breeding, 
cocoon production, dyeing and 
weaving) in the Sekong province, 
conducted in partnership with 
the Mai Savanh Lao association. 

- Oudomxay Disabled People's Association : support 
for the inclusion of disabled children, aged 3 to 11, in the 
conventional school system in the province of Oudomxay 
(project developed in partnership with Power International).

The FSD project selection committee comprises the 
Ambassador and representatives of the Cooperation and 
Cultural Action Service, French Development Agency (AFD), 
associations, NGOs and local and central government. The 
committee generally meets twice a year to make decisions 
on the projects submitted. The next meeting of the selection 
committee will be held in October 2011. 

Field trips are regularly carried out to assess the quality of 
projects in progress.

Cooperation

The Social Development Fund (FSD) is a tool devised by the French Embassy in Laos to fund proximity projects 
run by associations under local law. It primary aim is to build Lao civil society's capacities to mobilise, organise 

and carry out activities. 

The Lao Disabled Women's Development Centre runs lessons 
on tailoring with a traditional weaving machine



6 France in Laos

Francophonie

University mobility: 
a new impetus for helping Laotians study in France

Given this context, the CampusFrance facility in Vientiane serves 
two purposes: to receive Lao students who want to study in 
France and to organise local events for promoting French higher 
education. Since it was founded in June 2008, CampusFrance Laos 
has increased the array of actions that it carries out in schools 
and universities around the country, in a bid to encourage young 
people to start or continue their higher education in France.  1

This year 40 Lao students have gone to study at French 
universities, compared to 30 last year. The latest batch includes 
11 who received grants from the French government to pursue 
studies – mostly at Master’s level – in engineering, computer 
science, teaching, internal law and business management. The 
successful students will receive their grants for the next two 
years, enabling them to cover the cost of their education, social 
security, return air tickets and their daily expenses in France.  

A further 10 of the Lao students were awarded grants from 
the European Erasmus Mundus programme. Seven of these 
are at Sophia Antipolis University (in Nice), where they are 
studying international relations, finance, management, French or 
linguistics; the other three are in their first year of a Master’s 
degree in Montpellier, where they are studying economics and 
development in tropical countries.  

The CampusFrance Laos 
facility will implement se-
veral actions throughout 
2011-2012 to encourage 
other young Laotians 
to start or continue 
their studies in France:  

-Individual interviews: 
all throughout the year 
Sophie Leban,  the officer  
of CampusFrance, 
will offer applicants 
personalised support 
with relocation. 
This includes: career 
counselling, information 
on courses, qualifications 
and life in France, 
tracking of applications 
to universities, visa 
requests, etc.  

1 Source: Ministry of Higher Education and Research

- The CampusFrance Laos newsletter: every four months 
this provides news but also updates on how students are getting 
on as well as insights into the latest developments in higher 
education. To receive the newsletter, register on the website of 
the French Institute www.if-laos.org ("Studying in France" section, 
then "Contact, Newsletter").

- Topical information workshops: every year the 
CampusFrance officer organises workshops to prepare students 
for life in France before they depart. The purpose is to provide 
them with information and advice on administrative procedures, 
accommodation, social security, the cost of living in France and 
so on. 

- Sessions in high schools and universities: throughout the 
year the CampusFrance officer will visit secondary schools to 
hold information sessions on courses and qualifications available 
in France; the officer will also go to higher education institutions 
to give presentations to 4th and 5th year students on training 
and education options that may interest them.  

- Launch of an association for Lao students: project to 
create an association of Laotians who have returned from 
studying in France.  The aim is to develop a social network to help 

members retain a 
link with France, 
share their 
experiences and 
communicate with 
new partners.  

Contact: 
Sophie LEBAN, 
CampusFrance 
manager.
campusfrance@
if-laos.org 
021 21 57 64

Every year France attracts more and more foreign students. It is the third most popular destination in the 
world for foreign students after the United States and the United Kingdom and hosted 278,000 international 

students in 2009-2010, or 12% of the total student population 1, including about 100 Lao students. 

The latest recipients of French government grants, together with the members of 
the French Embassy’s Cooperation and Cultural Action Service.
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Portrait

In what capacity do you contribute to the development 
of welfare cover in Laos?
My position was created as part of the Support Project for 
the Lao Health Sector, which was the subject of a €7m funding 
agreement signed in April 2007 between the government of 
Laos and the French Development Agency (AFD). The Ministry 
of Health is the project owner and several technical support 
advisors were recruited as expert consultants, notably in 
relation to maternal and child health and health insurance. My 
work consists partially of helping with project management and 
coordinating technical support, but I am also seconded to the 
Ministry’s department of planning and finance to contribute to 
the development of social protection for health.

What is the current status of the social protection for 
the health system in Laos? 
The idea of social protection for health is quite new and only 
around 10% of the population is covered. There is currently a 
mandatory insurance system for civil servants and another for 
private sector employees. We estimate that, in total, this so-
called ‘formal’ sector accounts for about 20% of the population 
and it is only partially covered. For the ‘poor people’ category 
– which officially includes a quarter of the population – there is 
a social support programme, including the equity funds that have 
about 200,000 beneficiaries and are expanding rapidly. 

Lastly, "CBHI" (Community-Based Health Insurance) is aimed 
at the majority of the population and I am especially involved 
in that. This is for people who are not poor but whose jobs 
have no formal recognition – they live off their paddy fields 
or small businesses. This is a segment of the population that is 
difficult to reach but it is vitally important to provide them with 
appropriate solutions at a time when Laos is experiencing strong 
economic growth and there is, therefore, a risk of increasing 
social inequalities.

So what is your strategy for covering as many people 
as possible?
The government’s strategy is to designate social protection as a 
priority, and that is an essential starting point. The political will 
in Laos is very clear- it is just a matter of time before processes 
are implemented and mastered: lessons from around the world 
show that it takes at least 30 to 50 years for a whole country to 
benefit from welfare! 

The CBHI in Laos currently covers some 140,000 people who 
enjoy a very wide range of health cover for an annual premium 
of about US$7 per person. Families get a card that entitles them 
to be treated in the hospital in their district or province without 
having to spend a single kip. However, the development of this 
programme is somewhat held back by the greater appeal of 

other healthcare options and people’s reluctance to pay for risk. 
Subscription to the system is voluntary and so far only a small 
portion of the target population has been persuaded to sign up.

In theory it would be possible to reach every individual in the 
country by harnessing the state’s strong administration structure, 
which is very close to families. However, certain prerequisites 
would have to be met before the system could be made 
mandatory – co-funding by the government, better quality of 
care and full mastery of the system. So we are currently working 
for the medium-term, basing our support on the transfer of 
skills and the gradual reform of the system. 

What does this reform consist of?
At the moment we are conducting a pilot project in the 
country’s capital, Vientiane, which is home to almost 10% of the 
population of Laos. We are trying to strengthen the role of the 
province by establishing a special committee in every village. 
In addition, the insurance premium has been raised but with a 
wider range of healthcare services and greater financial balance 
for the hospitals. We are also introducing numerous technical 
innovations and investing in the information system and human 
resources. 

Broadly speaking, the role of the technical advisor and the 
bilateral cooperation that we are engaged in involves training 
and transferring of skills. Training of trainers at a national level, 
which we began last month, is another example of the activities 
carried out as part of our project for sustainable development 
in Laos.

Technical support to improve access to healthcare

The Swiss Red Cross/Technical Support Research and Exchange Group 
team: Bouangern Xayalath, Ngarm Eak Lammana, Thippavanh Arounleuth, 

Alexis Bigeard, Khammoune Vongphachanh and Piyannat Yamavirun

Based in Vientiane since September 2008, Alexis Bigeard works as technical support advisor at the Lao 
Ministry of Health and participates in a social protection system thanks to funding from the French 

Development Agency (AFD).
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Special feature

On 22 July 2011 in Vientiane, 
the National Science Council 
– office of the Primer 
Minister – held a reception to 
mark the inauguration of the 
Interdisciplinary Research 
Centre – National Herbarium 
of Laos. This was an 
opportunity for Mr Bounthiem 
Phissamai, Minister attached 
to the government office 
and President of the 
National Science Council, 
Mr Somphone Phanousith, 
permanent Secretary of the 
National Science Council, 
and Mr François Sénémaud, 
French Ambassador to 
Laos, to officially unveil to 
scientists and the general 
public this facility dedicated to 
deepening knowledge of plant 
biodiversity.

A painstaking scientific 
endeavour 

The creation of the National 
Herbarium is the fruit of the 
initiative Sud Expert Plantes 
project funded by the French 
Ministry of Foreign and European 
Affairs and implemented by the 
French Institute for Research for 
Development (IRD) in tandem 
with a team of research from 
the National University of Laos 
(NUOL).  

Since 2007 Sud Expert Plantes has 
been working to build the scientific 
capacities of institutions in 22 
southern countries in relation to 
all disciplines concerning plant 
biodiversity: from botany to 
ecology via conservation biology 
and plant usage.

In March 2008, the National 
Science Council received a €40,000 
grant from Sud Expert Plantes to 
renovate and equip a venue of the 
National Herbarium, undertake 
the assembly and digitisation of 
specimens and provide collection 
management training to staff.  

Thanks to these activities the 
collection now contains some  

 

 
5,700 plant samples and this total 
will rise as gathering continues. 
The collection has already been 
registered in the New York 
Botanical Garden’s Index Herbarum 
and the list of specimens in the 
National Herbarium can be viewed 
at the website  www.floraindochina.
org. This gives the project genuine 
international visibility.

Progressive enrichment of the 
collection of samples 

All throughout the project run by 
IRD, the actors involved in setting 
up the National Herbarium of Laos 
were able to forge ties with local 
institutions such as the National 
University of Laos (NUOL) 
and the Traditional Medicine 
Research Centre, which resulted 
in the provision of copies of plant 
specimens. 

Alongside this, the National 
Herbarium worked on other 
initiatives of the Sud Expert Plantes 
 
 

Opening of the Interdisciplinary Research Centre 
- National Herbarium of Laos

Mr François Sénémaud, French Ambassador to Laos, surrounded by various members of the 
National Science Council during the Herbarium’s inauguration ceremony

Laos Orchid called "Huang Mak Phet"  
(scientific name: Dendrobium lamyaiea Seidenf.), 

an endemic species that only grows in the
 Phu Khao Khouay National Park
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project in order to widen its 
collection. A partnership was 
formed with the herbarium of Paris 
– and also involving the herbariums 
in Cambodia and Ho Chi Ming 
City – that lead to the acquisition 
of 1,800 duplicates. Furthermore, 
collecting conducted in the Phu 
Khao Khouay National Park also 
swelled the supply. Finally, thanks 
to a grant from the Embassy of 
France in Laos, a young graduate 
from the National University will 
start a Master’s degree in Tropical 
Plant Biodiversity, which was set up 
as part of the Initiative Sud Expert 
Plantes project. The student hopes 
to join the National Herbarium 
when she completes her studies.

Better management of the 
country’s plant biodiversity

The Herbarium is located on the 
premises of the National Science 
Council. It is equipped with an air-
conditioning system, thirty display 
cabinets, an incubator, freezer, 
binocular magnifier and several 
computers for storing data on the 
plant collection in digital format. 
As things stand, the staff of the 
Herbarium consists of a director, 
a curator and two permanent 
assistants. 

The Interdisciplinary Research 
Centre – National Herbarium 
now has a significant partnership 
network that enables it to compile 
a large inventory of plant species in 
Laos and supply additional data on 

the distribution of plants and their 
conservation status. This means 
that the National Herbarium will 
be able to establish itself very 
quickly as an important part of 
the country’s scientific resources 
and help increase knowledge and 
management of plant species at a 
national level. 

The National Herbarium will 
also serve as the primary point 
of contact for taxonomy and 
biodiversity issues and will play 
an active role in the international 
efforts by working with Global 
Taxonomy Initiative (GTI) and the 
Global Biodiversity Information 
System (GBIF).

The foundation of the 
Interdisciplinary Research Centre 
– National Herbarium, which 
is located on Nahaidiao road in 
the district of Chanthabouly in 
Vientiane, represents a major 
success for the Initiative Sud 
Expert Plantes. Laos is endowed 
with a particularly bountiful plant 
biodiversity but knowledge of it is 
still relatively shallow. Only half of 
the country’s 8,000-11,000 plant 
species have been described. The 
goal of the National Herbarium is to 
broaden knowledge of this wealth 
and to provide information on the 
potential uses of these plants, all 
with a view to embedding rational 
use of Laos’ biodiversity.

For further information

- Website on the flora of the 
Indochinese peninsula1: 
www.floraindochina.org

- Presentation of the Sud Expert 
Plantes project: 
www.sud-expert-plantes.ird.fr

                                           

1 The launching of the website www.florain-
dochina.org was part of the initiative Sud 
Expert Plantes.

Scientists estimate that there are up to 11,000 plant species in Laos, but work on 
building an inventory is only just beginning

Mr Jérôme Millet, the head of the Sud Expert Plantes project, presents the freezing system 
used to conserve the plant specimens
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What's on at the French Institute?

The first Laos Manga Festival

Two contests will be held during the first Laos Manga Festival. 
The renowned manga artist David Boller will preside over 
these: get ready for a challenge pitting "Bad Drugs vs Wood 
Deforestation". The first competition is sponsored by the 
IRASEC ‘Mekong Priority Solidarity Fund’ project – the prize 
for the best three teams 
of artists from Laos, 
Cambodia and Vietnam 
will be a trip to France in 
January 2012 to attend the 
Angoulême International 
Comics Festival. The 
second contest, which 
will be run as part of 
the International Year 
for Forests, will reward 
the best three stories 
on the theme of forest 
conservation in Laos 
(illegal logging, illegal trade 
of wood, deforestation, 
slash and burn agriculture 
and the preservation 
of native species). The prizes will be trips around Laos and 
Malaysia. This event will mobilise both French and local artists, 
the general Lao public, publishing professionals from the region, 
and students from the National Faculty of Fine Arts in Vientiane. 
It will run from 7 to 20 November 2011 at both the french 
Institute and the Lao National Culture Hall in Vientiane.

What is more, the three artists from "Les Requins Marteaux" 
(publishers of the best comic book at the 2009 Angoulême 
International Comics Festival) will attend the whole festival and 
will present a travelogue entitled ‘Capitale: Vientiane’. This book 
is more a work of poetry than a documentary and takes readers 

on a stroll through the capital of Laos, exploring landscape 
features (the Mekong, markets, habitats, etc.) and an array of 
activities (agriculture, trade, fishing, craft and construction).

The final part of the festival will highlight the creations made 
by the children from the 
bilingual classes during the 
manga workshops. It will 
also focus on school and 
extracurricular activities 
at the Lycée Hoffet and 
works produced during 
the artists residencies 
at the National Faculty 
of Fine Arts. These 
workshops have been held 
by the Institut Français 
since December 2010 
and run in conjunction 
with Louis Cazalis, Eric le 
Bihan and Bruno Michelin. 
They aim to teach the 
basics of manga while 

simultaneously improving proficiency in French in a fun and 
creative context. All of these works are already available in 
magazines available for free at the French Institute.

The festival will conclude with a gala at which the best 
manga designs produced during the contests (on counterfeit 
medicine and the illegal wood trade) will be presented and 
rewarded. It is supported by the French Institute, the Embassy 
of Switzerland in Bangkok, the Embassy of Japan, GIZ, the 
FSP programme in Mekong, the EU’s FLEGT programme and 
the Region of Aquitaine.

Cinema
Seven new films will soon be added to the bill of the French Institute  
- Les triplettes de Belleville (The Triplets of Belleville), Chienne de 
vie (Life Stinks), L'illusionniste (The Illusionist), Pièce montée, Un 
poison violent (Love like Poison), Simon Konianski, Tournée (On 
Tour) - along with several short animated films  - Logorama, Une 
vie de chat (A Cat in Paris),  Ma petite planète, Mia et le Migou 
(Mia and the Migoo), La Vieille Dame et les Pigeons (The Old Lady 
and the Pigeons), Kérity la maison des contes (Eleanor’s Secret)

Screening times: www.if-laos.org - Admissions:10 000 kips 

"Semaine du goût"
Unique to Laos, this week of food events invites people to refine 
their sense of taste through 4 days of meetings, screenings, 
games, workshops and culinary and fragrant experiences. The 
mornings will be devoted to school-goers, while activities in 
the late-afternoons will be geared towards adults.
From 17 to 20 October 2011 in the gardens of the French 
Institute 
Admission free

Coming soon to the French Institute

The French Institute will stage the first Laos Manga Festival from 7 to 20 November 2011. This multifaceted 
event will be an opportunity to meet artists, enter manga cartoon contests during free workshops held 

in the French Institue and the National Faculty of Fine Arts, attend the concert of the "Capitale: Vientiane" 
cartoons, participate in an authentic cosplay and meet publishers during the book and comic fair. 
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Address book

Tony, a hairdresser for men and women, is happy to 
receive you in pleasant premises where you will 

benefit from true French-style expertise.

For Tony, hairdressing is both a profession and a passion. A 
Vietnamese born in Laos, Tony grew up and spent his whole 
life in France, where he earned his hairdressing qualifications 
before embarking on a career spanning almost two decades with 
major French hair salons. He began with Dessange in Vienne 
(Isère), where he worked for seven years. Then he moved on to 
Nice and spent ten years working in a Jean-Louis David salon, 
interspersed with training courses at the company’s head office 
in Paris. During that time he perfected his technique and adopted 
the distinctive Jean-Louis David scissors and shaver method.

When Tony returned to Laos and opened his own hairdressing 
salon, it was, of course, with the intention of importing the savoir-
faire and experience that he gained in France and offering it to 
expatriate clients. It goes without saying that professionalism is 
his watchword, and Tony can offer you the sort of advice that can 
only be got from an expert with years of experience. Naturally, 
Tony takes every necessary step to guarantee quality: all his hair 
and beauty products are imported from France.

But in addition to providing a top-quality service, Tony invites his 
clients to enjoy a rare moment of relaxation. The atmosphere 
has a lot to do with this – French music, sober and elegant 
European decor in white and black colours enriched with 
touches of traditional Lao art. He has also chosen his location 
well, since the hair salon, which you can find behind Wat Ongteu 
in the alley of Makpeth restaurant, lies in one of the few oases 
of tranquillity and silence in the otherwise bustling city of 
Vientiane. To ensure that you take full advantage of this calming 

environment, Tony has fitted his salon with a massage room that 
is run by an assistant who is an expert both in traditional Lao 
massages and oil massages. 

Tony, who is a stylist as well as a hairdresser, has made sure to 
diversify his range of services in order to make his salon the 
place to go for beauty care. Clients can treat themselves to 
manicures and pedicures, with or without nail varnish. Finally, 
Tony doesn’t neglect any aspect of his profession – like all French 
hairdressers he knows practically everything that is going on 
in the city, and so is the perfect person to tip you off to the 
trendiest restaurant in town. 

Serenity and savoir-faire at « Tony Paris Coiffure »

Tony’s doors are open to you continuously from Monday to Saturday 
between 10am and 7.30pm
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Art and culture

The exhibition was inaugurated on Saturday 24 September in 
the Centre’s gardens and in the presence of Fabien Bastide and 
Coralie Vongsouthi, who presented it to some fifty guests. The 
Noria project is an adventure pursued by two French people, 
Coralie Vongsouthi and Fabien Bastide, who left their homeland 
in a Citroën 2CV on 10 November 
2007 and arrived in Laos on 20 
December 2008. 

Specialists in eco-tourism and 
natural resource management, the 
pair spent over a year driving 35,000 
kilometres across two continents 
and 18 countries bordered by six 
seas and drained by nine of the 
biggest rivers in the world, all in the 
aim of gathering personal accounts 
of the relationship between man 
and water.

For this retrospective exhibition they explained the purpose of 
their adventure. “It was clear to both of us that to ‘build’ something 
meaningful we had to ‘go somewhere’.  Our respective career paths 

converged around the interest we have for sharing resources. Water 
and the use of it would be our guiding theme. Without blinkers, 
prejudice or political stances, nor spatial or time restriction, we 
wanted to see this treasure that mankind admires and fears, protects 
and mistreats and which both unifies and divides peoples. So we 

had to go, to follow the water at our 
own pace.

The question as to our ultimate 
destination was not really a question at 
all because the desire that my associate 
has nurtured for years – to discover her 
origins – gave us an automatic answer. 
So we headed for Laos. 

But there still remained one question: 
we wanted a mode of transport that 
would not cut us of from local people. 
In fact, what we wanted was even 

harder than that – a mode of transport 
that would bring us closer to local people. So we opted for a good old 
Citroën 2CV! Easy to repair, economical, fun, light, good on all terrain, 
unusual and unanimous.”

The Noria voyage : 
35,000km from France to Laos in a Citroën 2CV

The Lao-French Cultural Centre of Luang Prabang, a branch of the French Institute – French Language 
Centre, is hosting the Noria exhibition from 23 September to 31 October 2011 before it moves to the 
French Institute of Vientiane and then Thakhek. 

The Lao-French Cultural Centre of Luang Prabang
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Josué Hoffet Lycée

Welcome address from the new principal:  

“After Morocco, here I am in Laos! And receiving the same warm 
welcome as I assume my duties at Lycée Josué Hoffet, both from 
the Ambassador and from the school staff. Thank you all.

Originally from the centre of France, I went to university in 
Lyon. After that I was assigned to various provinces and parts of 
the world, beginning with the Paris region and then on to Aix-
les-Bains, French Polynesia, Drôme, Morocco. And now I have 
the privilege of arriving in Ventiane.

It gives me great pleasure to discover Lycée Josué Hoffet. It is 
a small school but with the biggest ambition: excellence is its 
motto. The team of educators is committed to helping the pupils 
to succeed.

Throughout my mission I will be driven by the determination 
to maintain this investment, to develop educational innovations 
and also to work with pupils’ parents to see through the school’s 
extension plans.

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to introduce myself. 
I hope it is just a prelude to further meetings and exchanges.” 

Olivier Decloitre, 
School principal 

Note from the head of the primary school:  

“The Lycée Hoffet primary school is proud to now cater to 
more than 300 pupils across 14 classes.

Among the most important aims of the school is the 
strengthening of French as a schooling language. Isabelle Periquet, 
a teacher specially qualified in this discipline, will look after 

children with difficulties. Sylvie Andrighetti, a secondary school 
French teacher, will also provide quality support in this area. 

The school also strives to strengthen use of English as part of the 
“E.M.I.L.E” programme (Subject learning in a foreign language). 
Therefore, we will hold two familiarisation sessions per week.

When it comes to Cycle 3 (CE2 à CM2), there will be three 
sessions per week to meet the requirements of the E.M.I.L.E. 
programme.

I wish you all the best of luck as you settle in for the school 
year ahead. »

Sophie Truchard,
Primary school headmistress

A new school year at Lycée Hoffet

Lycée Hoffet offers a range of extracurricular activities 
aimed at providing further opportunities to speak 

French while still in an educational setting.

This service includes three main types of activities:
- Schoolwork consolidation activities (studies)
- Artistic activities
- Sporting activities

These activities are run under the responsibility of the 
headmistress, Sophie Truchard, and with the assistance of 
Sarah Muller, who organises the schedules and leads some 
of the activities.

Extracurricular activities for the 2011/2012 school year

Mr Olivier Decloitre, took up the role of school principal at the 
start of the new school year in 2011 

The French Embassy in Laos has a new website with a simplified tree 
structure to facilitate navigation.  
Consular forms are now available for download out at:
 http://www.ambafrance-laos.org

NEW !
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Association

Tribute

The French community of Laos wishes to pay tribute to Gilbert de Paksé, who has died at the age of 83. 

Gilbert was one of the oldest foreign residents in the country, having lived in Laos for 55 years. 
He spoke Lao and Vietnamese perfectly. Born in Hanoi to a father in the army, he fought against the Japanese 

during the Indochina War and fled to Laos after escaping from a concentration camp. 
With his passing we lose an oral memory of an era that featured many world-changing events. 

. 

The kids are back in school, they’ve been kitted out with 
everything they need and their copybooks have been covered 
(or nearly!). Yes, children and teenagers are making those daily 
commutes to and from school, while newcomers are just 
discovering Vientiane and its abundant stalls, numerous temples 
and the countless smiles that no one ever tires of seeing … 

At the start of the school year, the whole Vientiane Accueil team 
wishes you lots of energy and joy to share together …

During the back-to-school coffee meeting on 16 September, 
the team, albeit depleted (Tuy could not attend due to work 
commitments and Renate has moved to Hanoi), hosted around 
fifty people in Michel’s lovely shop: T’shop Laï Gallery!

Even though the weather was not very favourable, all the 
people who came together helped to create a warm and 
relaxed atmosphere.

Many of you renewed your membership and your confidence in 
us – and for that we thank you most sincerely!

Diaries fill up quickly in September as activities get going again: 
art, aquagym, and also the Tai-chi-chuan circle, Taekwondo and 
football. Other activities are being prepared, including ballet, 
oriental dance and hip-hop. Just send a request to the following 
address and we will send you the programme of activities: 

 vientianeaccueil@yahoo.fr

Numerous events are being planned too, such as the drinks get-
together on 7 October 2011 – lots more treats besides! 

Please don’t hesitate to join us and let us know what you would 
like, as well as your tips for places to go and interesting things 
to do ….  See you soon!

The Office

Lalaina  02055015290
Van  02077003090
Tuy  02077713130
Cathy  02077538510
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USEFUL NUMBERS
French Embassy (+856) 021 26 74 00
In case of emergency only: (+856) 020 555 14 751

Police Emergency 191
Vientiane police (+856) 021 21 27 06
Fire Department 190

Medical centre of the Embassy (+856) 021 21 41 50
Emergency only (+856) 020 56 55 47 94 

International Clinic - Mahosot Hospital (+856) 021 21 40 22
Friendship Hospital (emergency) (+856) 021 41 33 00
Vientiane Ambulance Centre 195 ou 21 26 11

Thai hospitals 
- Wattana Nong Khai (+66) 42 46 52 01
International contact: Mr Paul (+66) 8 18 33 42 62
Laos contact: Mr Assanai (+856) 021 24 00 97
- Wattana Udon Thani (+66) 42 24 19 56 
- AEK Clinic (Udon) (+66) 42 34 25 55

Alarm Centre in Bangkok (+66) 22 56 71 46
Friendship Bridge Immigration Centre 
(+856) 021 81 20 40 / 81 20 37
Local branch of UFE (Union des Français de l'Etranger)
ufelaos@gmail.com
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News in Brief

Departures - Arrivals
- Mr André Pouilles-Duplaix has been appointed the new 
regional representative of the French Development Agency 
(AFD) in Laos. He will be based in Phnom Penh and assisted 
in his work by Mr Julien Darpoux.
- Mr Jean-Jacques Guillaudeau has succeeded Mr Gilles 
Vernet as economic and commercial advisor at the regional 
economic mission. He will reside in Phnom Penh.
- Mr Benoît Bonaimé follows Mr Philippe Devaud as 
cooperation officer at the French Embassy's Cooperation 
and Cultural Action Service.
- Miss Delphine Auzanneau has replaced Mr Jérôme Voillat as 
international volunteer in charge of the Social Development 
Fund (FSD) at the French Embassy's Cooperation and 
Cultural Action Service.
- Miss Carla Jorge has followed Miss Karine Amarine as 
manager of the Lao-French Cultural Centre of Luang Prabang 
(branch of the French Institute).
- Mr Yves Goudineau has succeeded Mr Michel Lorillard as 
the representative of the Ecole Française d'Extrême-Orient 
(EFEO) in Vientiane. 
- Mr Michele Ferrari has replaced Mr Arnaud Eyssautier as 
an internee in the Embassy’s Press Office.
- Mr Jean-François Benza has succeeded Mrs Chantapa 
Nouanethong in the visa service of the Consular Section.




