
Issue no. 26 - Free copy         July-September 2012

France in Laos
Newsletter of the French Embassy in Laos

Front Page News

The Canopy Star, the Canopy Bubble, and the Cinébulle are some of the 
innovative aircrafts used by Opération Canopée (Operation Canopy) in 
Khammouane Province, Spring 2012. 
The team of scientists involved have begun an inventory of the biodiversity 
of forests canopies in Laos. This work will continue until 2015.
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Event

Seminar on child protection 
and adoption 

This event was organized and funded by the Intercountry Adoption 
Service (SAI) of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, together with the 
Lao Ministry of Justice and UNICEF's Laos office.

The seminar brought together representatives from the Ministries of 
Justice, Labour and Social Affairs, Foreign Affairs, Health and Public Safety, 
as well as from non-governmental organizations.

The French delegation was led by Judge Edith Sudre, Deputy Ambassador 
in charge of international adoption, accompanied by her colleague, 
Judge Marie-Anne Bloch. Together, they presented an overview of the 
Hague Convention of 29th May 1993 on the Protection of Children 
and Co-operation in respect of Intercountry Adoption, and explained 
the safeguards that must be established throughout the entire process, 
including the follow-up of adopted children. Dr. Fanny Cohen-Herlem, 
a child psychiatrist with the IAD, discussed the different care provision 
solutions for children without families and the challenges they present.

The Lao Ministry of Justice presented a draft governmental decree, 
currently under preparation, that aims to reinforce international adoption 
procedures in Laos. Ms Kirsten Di Martino, Chief of Child Protection at 
UNICEF China, explained 
the role of UNICEF 
in child welfare and 
protection.

The seminar provided a 
venue for constructive 
exchanges on the subject, 
food for thought for local 
authorities regarding the 
best measures needing 
to be implemented in order to improve care provision solutions for 
children without families. It was also an opportunity for discussing the 
future ratification by Laos of the Hague Convention on the Protection of 
Children and Co-operation in respect of Intercountry Adoption.

For more information on this subject, please consult the following 
documents on the French Embassy's website (downloadable in both 
French and Lao, in PDF format):
• Role of the Intercountry Adoption Service.
• The different care provision solutions for children without families. 
• Overview of the Hague Convention of 29th May 1993. 

The new French Ambassador to Laos, Mr Jean-René Gehan, 
announced his resignation in June. His successor is expected 
to take up office by mid-September. Until then, and as of July 
5th, Mr. Thierry Borja de Mozota, former French Ambassador 
to the Philippines, is acting as Chargé d'affaires. He will host 
the July 14th celebrations. 

The selection of articles in this issue of "France in Laos" is 
once again a clear indication of the sincere interest and high 
respect that our country and our citizens, both residents and 
travellers (45,000 in 2011), have for the country of Laos, its 
people, heritage, traditions and culture, its flora and fauna, 
and its harmonious development. 

The front page is devoted to the launch of Opération 
Canopée (Operation Canopy) by the team of scientists 
from the "Canopy Raft" mission anchored in Khammouane 
Province, not far from Konglor Cave, to study the biodiversity 
of forest canopies in Laos. 

More and more French companies are setting up business 
in Laos, confirming the country's economic growth and our 
confidence in its future. Among the latest arrivals, we are 
pleased to welcome Essilor International. 

We extend a big thank you to all the volunteers who 
contributed, in a spirit of cheerfulness and efficiency, to 
the smooth running of the recent French presidential and 
legislative elections at the polling station in Vientiane. Nearly 
1,500 people turned up to vote over these four days. 

We also extend a very warm welcome to the new  Vientiane 
Accueil president and team, and wish them every success.  

Lycée Josué Hoffet has scored top marks in the 2012 
session of the Baccalauréat. All of the students passed, 84% 
with honours, with one-fifth of these graduates obtaining 
the highest honours. This clearly demonstrates the quality 
of the teaching, the motivation of the teachers and the 
commitment of the students to their education. In recent 
sporting competitions, the school has also ranked among the 
winners taking their place on the podium. 

Until the next issue of our newsletter in October,  we wish all 
of you a very happy summer. Our best wishes go with those 
returning to France and we extend a very warm welcome to 
those settling in Laos. 

A word from 
the French Embassy The seminar held in May 2012 on the subject of child protection 

and adoption brought together some fifty participants in the 
Lao Plaza Hotel in Vientiane. 
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AFESIP, a French NGO that advocates 
for women's rights in Laos 

While in Vientiane, the delegation from the 
Intercountry Adoption Service of the French 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs was afforded the opportunity 
to visit a truly exceptional place: the 
reception centre for victims of human 
trafficking, managed by the association 
AFESIP.  

Established in Laos since 2006, this French 
NGO now has two centres, one in Vientiane 
and the other in Savannakhet. The mission of 
these centres is to provide care for victims of 
human trafficking and sexual exploitation, and to 
facilitate their reintegration into the community. 
This long-term work is especially challenging. 
The residents of these centres, all women and 
under-age girls, benefit from both psychological 
care and vocational training, particularly in 
sewing, cooking and hairdressing. 

AFESIP's work also includes a "fieldwork" aspect where teams 
go out to those areas where prostitution is prevalent to meet 
the girls and young women, explain the role of the association, 
and offer them the opportunity of joining one of the shelters 
open to them.

AFESIP, "Acting for women in distressing situations", was 
founded by a former victim of human trafficking, Somaly 
Mam, of Cambodian origin. Currently, the two centres can 
accommodate up to 65 residents.

In Laos, AFESIP is the only organization that provides long-term 
support to victims of human trafficking and sexual exploitation, 
providing both medical and psychological care, as well as socio-

economic support over an average period of 
three years.

According to the association, the main victims 
of human trafficking are young girls aged 12 to 
18 who come from remote villages. In South-
east Asia, human trafficking is considered to 
be the third most lucrative criminal activity. 
The French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
the French Development Agency count 
among the major donors who have financially 
supported AFESIP's mission in Laos since its 
establishment.

Key figures: 
- From 2009 to 2012, the association's 

prevention and outreach team has been in contact with 11,030 
prostituted women and girls in places of entertainment and 
sexual exploitation.
- During the same period, AFESIP's centres have taken in 308 
women and girls, 235 of whom so far have returned to their 
home communities after receiving medical and psychological 
care, as well as socio-economic support and vocational 
training.

For further information or to support the association: 
www.afesiplaos.org/

Meeting

JULY

Saturday 14th
French national holiday celebration.

AUGUST

Monday 21st July - Thursday 30th August
Summer workshops at the French Institute 

Monday 27th - Wednesday 29th
Annual French ambassadors' conference in Paris

SEPTEMBER

Thursday 20th and Friday 21st
Pinocchio (Puppet theatre) at the French Institute

Saturday 29th
Concert by the rap group 12Mé & Raph at the 
French Institute

Agenda
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Cooperation

AFD renews its commitment to the 
preservation of Lao heritage 

Since 1998, the French Development Agency (AFD) has invested € 12 million (15 million USD) in grants for 
the preservation of Luang Prabang and Vat Phu, the two Lao UNESCO World Heritage sites.

On June 5th and 6th, 2012, Jean-
René Gehan, French Ambassador to 
Laos, travelled to Luang Prabang to 
inaugurate the buildings that have 
been renovated thanks to AFD 
funding.

The buildings that have undergone 
rehabilitation and reconstruction 
work over the last twelve months 
include the primary school, the 
kindergarten, the Luang Prabang 
Administration Office, the Ban 
Xieng Mouane villa and the Maison 
du Fleuve natural heritage centre. 
These developments fall under the 
Luang Prabang Urban Planning and 
Development Project (PADUL), 
which aims to preserve and enhance 
the urban heritage of the ancient 
royal capital, declared a UNESCO 
World Heritage site in 1995.

Thirty truly remarkable buildings, including traditional houses 
and temples, have been restored over the last decade. 
Various work has also been carried out on the road and 
power infrastructures (including, for example, the burying 
of electrical power lines). Finally, the various implemented 
projects have helped establish a regulatory framework for 
the preservation of the town's intangible heritage.

The fourth AFD funding agreement 
was signed on March 26th for a total 
of € 2 million and will also benefit 
Vat Phu-Champasak, the second Lao 
UNESCO World Heritage site.

The objectives of the PADUL II 
programme are several. Firstly, to 
ensure the sustainability of the results 
of successive funding programmes in 
Luang Prabang through continued 
institutional support for Lao heritage 
preservation and urban management 
structures. Secondly, to further the 
reflection already carried out, in 
order to draw up a strategy that will 
ensure the balanced development 
of Luang Prabang, and in particular 
its local tourism industry. This 
reflection is necessary to guarantee 
the sustainable future development 
of the town, founded on the respect 
of its cultural heritage. 

Moreover, this new Franco-Lao project will endeavour to 
apply the experience gained in Luang Prabang to the second 
Lao UNESCO World Heritage site at Vat Phu-Champasak. The 
primary objective of the PADUL II programme will therefore 
be to create synergies between the two sites, drawing on 
the experience gained through French cooperation in 
Luang Prabang to guarantee the preservation of Vat Phu-
Champasak. 

The actions described will be carried out by the provincial 
and national development administrative authorities. 
The actions carried out in Luang Prabang by the World 
Heritage Department will include, for example, urban 
development projects, the rehabilitation and reconstruction 
of old buildings, as well as providing training and technical 
assistance to local staff. The actions carried out in Vat Phu-
Champasak will include an urban development project for 
the town of Champasak, the restoration of its remarkable 
urban heritage, and support for the running of the Vat Phu 
Heritage Department.

Inauguration ceremony at the Luang Prabang 
primary school

Between 2004 and 2011, the number of foreign tourists visiting Luang 
Prabang has increased from 100,000 to 275,000
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Francophonie

Study in Europe : 
Information Day at the National University of Laos

To answer these recurrent 
questions, the Campus France 
office, the Delegation of the 
European Union and the French 
Embassy in collaboration with 
the National University of Laos 
(NUOL) decided to organize the 
very first seminar on the subject 
of studying in Europe. During 
the opening ceremony, Professor 
Phetsamone, Vice-President of the 
NUOL, stressed the importance of 
organizing such an event within the 
University. Indeed, Laos has nearly 
50,000 university students, several 
hundred of whom leave each year 
to continue their education abroad, 
whether in Asia, Australia, the United 
States or Europe.

This seminar brought together 
several of the key actors in Lao-
European academic cooperation and began with an overview 
of the higher education systems in France and Germany. 
A representative of the EU Delegation in Vientiane then 
presented the study programmes and scholarships offered by 
the European Commission. During the morning, the Agence 
Universitaire de la Francophonie (AUF) also presented its 
scholarship programmes in France and Belgium. 

The Head of the European 
Commission's Erasmus Mundus 
programme, who flew in from 
Bangkok especially for the event, 
also detailed how the three 
Erasmus programmes (Actions 
1, 2 and 3) work, specifying their 
objectives and characteristics, the 
various associated scholarships, 
as well as the major stages of 
the selection process. Since 2004, 
higher education institutions 
in Laos, including the National 
University and the University 
of Health Sciences, have been 
involved in eleven Erasmus Mundus 
programmes, which have allowed 
103 Lao students to receive 
scholarships to study in Europe. 

For the 2011-2012 academic 
year, the UNOL is partnering five 

programmes selected by the European Commission. The 
coordinators of these programmes presented the application 
procedures for the various existing courses, which cover such 
academic fields as engineering, geography, law, social sciences, 
and management.

The final address by the representative of the Campus 
France Laos office introduced Lao students and lecturers to 
the many benefits of higher education in France. Besides the 
variety of training courses and high academic performance in 
research and development, comparative advantages such as 
the low cost of schooling as well as the quality of life attract 
a growing number of foreign students to France each year. A 
former scholarship student completed this presentation by 
recounting his personal experience of studying in Montpellier. 
Every year, an average of around twenty Lao students receive 
scholarships from the French Embassy. Additionally, more and 
more students are contacting the Campus France Laos office 
for information and practical advice on higher education 
opportunities in France.

Contact: 
Sophie Leban, Head of the Campus France Laos office 
campusfrance@if-laos.org
Pour en savoir plus : www.campusfrance.org/

 
The seminar was held in the amphitheatre of 
the Faculty of Economics and Management, 

on the Dong Dok Campus

Held on Thursday, 21st June 2012, the seminar "Study in Europe" attracted around 300 university lecturers 
and students, all with the same questions in mind: How do I continue my studies in Europe? What are 

the existing scholarship programs? What level of language required? Who should I contact?

 Students flock to the Campus France stand
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Business

Essilor International sets up business in 
the Savan-Seno Special Economic Zone

Founded in 1972, the French company Essilor International is specialized in the design and marketing of 
optical ophthalmics instruments and materials, notably corrective and progressive lenses. Essilor counts 

a network of 390 prescription laboratories and 19 manufacturing plants located in over 100 countries. Its 
international presence will be further reinforced by its upcoming installation in Laos.

With an already strong presence in Asia, Essilor chose 
the Savan-Seno Special Economic Zone (SEZ), located in 
Savannakhet Province, to install a new production facility 
for the manufacture of polycarbonate lenses. This market 
shows an annual growth of around 5%. Several reasons 
motivated Essilor's choice. Firstly, the geographical proximity 
of Savannakhet Province to Thailand, where Essilor already 
has a plant and strong technical expertise, should facilitate 
the company's installation in Laos. Secondly, the area also 
offers good road and air transport infrastructures. Finally, the 
abundance and the low cost of energy resources give Laos a 
significant advantage over other countries in the region.

Essilor expects production to start around the second half 
of 2013 with 250 people being recruited initially. The group 
also plans to participate in the creation of a technical training 
centre in Savannakhet, to help develop the right skills for the 
emerging industrial requirements created by this project.

After only thirty years of existence, the group has succeeded 
in establishing itself as the world leader in the manufacture 
of optical lenses. While its famous "Varilux" lens (the first 
progressive lens, invented by French engineer Bernard 
Maitenaz, and today the company’s logo) has made Essilor 
a world leader in optical lens technology, the group is also 
a reference on the managerial front. Indeed, its CAC 40 

weighting is the most stable on the Paris stock exchange. 
These two factors of success are inseparable, the technological 
prowess of the company's optical lenses providing stability 
for its commercial development.

Technological prowess mirrored by the financial success of 
the group, with its some 48,700 employees worldwide, and 
an announced turnover of € 4.2 billion for 2011.

With nearly 250 million lenses manufactured in 2008, Essilor is the 
world leader on the ophthalmic optics market. 

The Savan-Seno SEZ

• The Savan-Seno Special 
Economic Zone was established 
by the Prime Ministerial Decree of 
29th September 2003, with the aim 
of providing a focal point for foreign 
investors.

• Businesses benefit from very 
favourable terms which include 
a five- to ten-year tax exemption 
on profits, tax concessions on 
imported goods, and well-adapted 
infrastructures for launching their 
activities.

Aerial view of the Savan-Seno Special Economic Zone (SEZ) in Savannakhet Province 
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Special feature

At the invitation of the Lao 
National Science Council, 

international researchers met 
from May 7th to June 8th, 2012 
in the forest of Phou Hin Poun 
(Khammouane Province), near 
the village of Ban Natan, a few 
kilometres from the famous 
Konglor Cave. Organized by the 
French association "Opération 
Canopée" (Operation Canopy), 
the aim of this scientific mission 
is to begin an inventory of the 
biodiversity of forest canopies 
in Laos. A work of this scale has 
never before been undertaken 
in the area.

A truly extraordinary science 
project 

Since 1991, the association 
"Opération Canopée" has provided 
the international scientific 
community with different means 
of accessing tropical rainforest 
canopies. Several expeditions have 
been organized in Brazil, French 
Guiana, Gabon, Madagascar and 
Panama, to further the knowledge 
of naturalists concerning plant 
and animal biodiversity in tropical 
areas. 

Emblem of the association and its 
team, the Canopy Raft (known in 
French as "le Radeau des Cimes") 
is probably the instrument that 
helped create the reputation of 
"Opération Canopée" worldwide. 
This unusual observation platform, 
measuring 300 to 600 m², was 
carefully transported to tree canopy 
level using a huge hot-air balloon. 

This totally unique platform has 
enabled dozens of scientists to 

study the 
upper part of 
the forest, an 
exceptionally 
rich biological 
interface that 
had seldom 
been studied 
previously.

Innovative 
structures 
to explore 
the Lao 
forests

For its first  
e xped i t i on 

to Laos, Opération  
Canopée reunited the original 
founders of the Canopy Raft: 
botanist Francis Hallé, renowned for 
his research on plant architecture; 
hot-air balloon pilot and aerostatic 
tool developer Dany Cleyet-
Marrel; and camp leader Gilles 
Ebersolt, architect and designer 
of the key platforms used during 
the different missions. To make the 
crew as light as possible, recently-
developed innovative platforms 
were used in the Phou Hin Poun 
National Biodiversity Conservation 
Area. Located in the heart of this 
Conservation Area, the site was 
chosen for the diversity of the 
flora and fauna of its primal forest, 
bordered by the impressive karst 
cliffs also known as the "limestone 
forest".  

The Canopy Star (or "étoile des 
cimes") is one of the most original 
inventions to have been used by 
Opération Canopée (see photo 
left). Relatively light, the device 
was lowered onto the top of a 
tree from a rainbow-coloured 
hot-air balloon baptised Cinébulle, 

The "Canopy Star" is a mobile tree platform, made of carbon fibre 
and nets, with a span of about 12 metres

Opération Canopée in Khammouane Province  
Inventory of the biodiversity of forest canopies in Laos

The "Canopy Bubble" is a helium balloon
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which was also used to film a 
panorama of the forest canopy. 
A second, transparent helium 
balloon, the Canopy Bubble (or "Bulle 
des cimes" in French), allowed the 
scientists to pull themselves across 
the canopy using a pre-installed 
rope system. Finally, the Ikos, a small 
aluminium cage weighing about 
100 kg and accessible only by zip-
line, allowed the scientists to spend 
the night among the branches of a 
tree for observations at dusk or 
after dark, the hours that are more 
conducive to animal activity.

The multidisciplinary nature 
of the actors

Locally, the expedition relied on the 
expertise of Jean-François Reumaux, 
an expert with the National Science 
Council, founder of the company 
Animo and the Gibbon Experience 
conservation project in the forest 
canopy at Bokeo.

The scientists present in the camp 
had been selected to represent the 
diversity of ecological research in the 
regional context of South-east Asia. 
They included specialists in plants 
(botanists), birds (ornithologists), 
insects (entomologists), snakes 
and reptiles (herpetologists) and 
mammals (mammologists).

The mission brought together 
researchers from eight different 
nationalities and backgrounds, 
notably from French scientific 
institutions such as the IRD 
(Development Research Institute), 
the CIRAD (Institute for Agronomic 
Research) and the CNRS (National 
Centre for Scientific Research), as 
well as many lecturers and students 
from the National University of 
Laos.

The multidisciplinary nature of the 
team of researchers, which the 
project leaders considered to be 
an important factor, has promoted 
scientific exchange and created  
 

great intellectual synergy between 
the teams.

If it is still too soon to evaluate the 
results of Opération Canopée’s 
first mission, no-one can doubt 
for a moment the usefulness of 
the research being carried out. 
The latest annual report by the 
WWF states that about 120 animal 
species are discovered every year 
in the Greater Mekong area, which 
works out at a new species every 
three days. Species that, barely 
discovered, are already all too often 
on the verge of extinction, hence 
the importance of being able to 
identify them in order to better 
protect them.

The animal and plant specimens 
collected during this mission will 
enrich the country's scientific 
collections. Plant samples will 
be donated to the National 
Herbarium of Laos, an institute that 
has benefited from the support of 
the AFD within the framework of 
the "Sud Expert Plantes" programme 
of the French Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. In parallel, a project to build 
a natural history museum is under 
consideration, in order to preserve 
and showcase the country's 
different scientific collections.

Follow Opération Canopée 
online : 
http://blog.radeau-des-cimes.org

During their mission in Khammouane province, entomologists were able to collect a 
multitude of insects of various shapes and colours

 Professor Francis Hallé contemplating the forest of Phou Hin Poun
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What's on at the French Institute

Ethnic diversity in Laos: 
The case of Phongsali Province

These were the issues raised by Dr Grégoire Schlemmer in 
his introduction to the lecture he gave at the French Institute 
in Vientiane on 4th June 2012. Anthropologist with the French 
Development Research Institute (IRD), Dr Schlemmer has been 
residing in Laos for the past four years, working in partnership with 
the Faculty of Social Sciences at the National University of Laos 
on a programme combining scientific research and management 
of students. His research focuses in particular on Phongsali, a 
remote, mountainous province of north-east Laos where he lived 
for a long time. During various field visits, he conducted some 800 
interviews in 200 villages, among the fifty ethnic groups and sub-
groups living in the province.

The objectives of his research are 
twofold. Firstly, to collect historical 
and ethnographic information on 
all of the ethnic groups present in 
this province, many of whom have 
never been described or even 
identified. Secondly, his research 
is also suggesting a new angle of 
approach based on the bet that, 
however diverse these peoples 
may be, it is relevant to think of 
them on a global scale, not as 
separate entities. The inhabitants 
of marginal areas in countries 
throughout South-east Asia (of 
which Phongsali Province is a very 
good example) cannot be reduced to a collection of groups, but 
have their own dynamics. By adopting a dynamic approach, Dr 
Schlemmer has sought to place these groups in their context, 
both historical as well as economic and political. 

The oral histories collected prove that, as far back in time as we 
go, these populations are an integral part of the greater regional 

history and are in constant evolution. In this way, three-quarters 
of the inhabitants of Phongsali have been settled in the province 
for less than 200 years. This being the case, it would be more 
correct to consider them as political refugees or economic 
migrants rather than as isolated primitive groups. A percentage 
of these inhabitants also formed as an ethnic group during this 
migration process.

Rather than supposedly immutable traditions or cultural traits, 
it is these circumstances and the timing of these migrations, the 
modes of entry and settlement within the territory, or even 

political and economic factors - 
all of which extend far beyond 
ethnic origins - that have shaped 
these groups. This calls into 
question the usual approach of 
classing these populations into 
major ethno-linguistic families. 
For example, the Lao Seng speak 
a language close to that of the 
Phounoi (Tibeto-Burman family), 
but are in all other ways much 
closer to the Bit, whose language 
is of the Austro-Asiatic family.

These ancient dynamics also help 
in understanding the present 
state of these peoples, including 
their reactions to changes in 

lifestyle that affect the country (changes in the agricultural sector, 
relocations, urbanization, the civil service, etc.). They also provide 
us with food for thought concerning organizational models of 
ethnic and cultural identities, issues that are as relevant today in 
Phongsali as in all other parts of the world.

Summer workshop
During this summer, the French Institute of Laos will organize 
workshops for children between 6 and 12 years old.
There will be three seasons of workshops from July 23rd to August 
3rd, from August 6th to 17th and from August 20th to 31st.
Lunch at the cafeteria of the French Institute 
Monday to Friday from 9:00am to 4:30pm. 
To get more information or register, go to the reception office

Puppet theatre
Khaoniew and Chorokmun Korean Theatre Group will perform an 
adaptation of "Pinocchio".
Performances on September 20th and 21st at 7pm.
Admission: 50,000 kips.

Concert by the rap group 12Mé & Raph 
September 28th at 7pm. Admission: 50,000 kips.

Coming soon to the French Institute

Ethnic minorities in Phongsali

Typical both of the country and of all mountainous regions throughout South-east Asia, Phongsali Province 
reveals an extraordinary diversity of populations. Who are they? Where do they come from? How do we 

understand the reasons for this diversity and how do we integrate it?
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The medals awarded (nineteen in all) are the direct result 
of the regular training schedule followed by the students 
throughout the academic year. They met every Saturday 
morning on their athletics track to work out with their 
coach, Patrick Duveau. Taking part in events as diverse as 
the shot put, the 4 x 80 metres relay, the long jump or the 
1,500-metres, the team developed great cohesion throughout 
the year, and is proud to have won the championship's gold 
medal for solidarity. Certain students on the team put in 
some great individual performances, like young Thepnimith 
who was named best athlete of the competition in the U13 

category, winning four gold medals for the long jump, the 
80-metres, the 200-metres and the 4 x 80 metres relay, as 
well as a bronze medal in the shot put.

While the trip was primarily sports-orientated, the team 
nevertheless had the opportunity to do some sightseeing. 
This included, notably, taking in Singapore by night from the 
top of a huge Ferris-wheel, sitting 130 metres high. Between 
solidarity, tourism and athletic success, the 2012 "Faites de 
l'athlétisme" competition in Singapore was undoubtedly one 
of the highlights of the school year!

The track team of the Lycée Josué Hoffet (Photo: Sutikno Gindroz)

Athletes from Lycée Hoffet compete in Singapore

Congratulations to the athletes from Lycée Josué Hoffet, who brought home ten gold medals from the 2012 
inter-schools athletics competition held in Singapore in late May. The delegation comprised nineteen students 

defending the colours of Lycée Hoffet against competitors from the other French schools throughout Asia.

End-of-year school fête and theatre production

To end the school year in style, students and parents 
of Lycée Hoffet met on 16th June for the annual 

school fête. 
This event was an 
opportunity for the 
community to discover the 
extracurricular activities the 
students have been involved 
in throughout the year. With 
regards to sports, students 
were able to shoot some 
hoops in basketball, try 
street hockey or perform 
acrobatics. The school was 
decorated with paintings 
done by the students.

This event also allowed children to participate in a variety 
of carnival games such as "waiter", "fishing booth", "can 
knockdown" and "touch and guess". Towards lunchtime, 
some students gave performances in oriental dancing and 
ballet dancing.

The Lycée Hoffet drama group also performed at the French 
Institute in June. Years 8 and 9 performed a play entitled "Le 
Mariage", Years 6 and 7 presented an improvisational cabaret, 
while Years 4 and 5 acted out "Florilèges". These troupes were 
directed by Sarah Muller, Alain Barret and Peter LeRoux-
Gasnier. The adults, parents and teachers, of the Bis Repetita 
company also acted out a play by Jean-Marie Chevret entitled 
"Numéro Complémentaire". No doubt about it, it’s time for a 
well-deserved summer break!

General Baccalauréat results for final year students:
100% success rate for the school, 84% of students graduating with honours. 

Our warmest congratulations to all the Lycée Josué Hoffet graduates!
Stop the presses

Josué Hoffet Lycée
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Art and culture

Retired computer scientist Daniel Gilbert now 
spends his days combining his two greatest 

passions: travelling and photography. His latest book 
"Laos, forgotten paradise" presents a broad selection of 
photographs taken during his recent travels around the 
country.

His photographic artwork presents a sublimated view of rural 
Laos, its cultural heritage and ethnic diversity. Divided into 
seventeen chapters, ranging from craft work to transportation, 
through markets, housing and agriculture, to name but a 
few, these 1,800 photographs illustrate a certain view of 
contemporary Laos, firmly rooting the country in its economic 
growth dynamic while at the same time trying to portray some 
of its more folkloric aspects. According to the postscript, "This 
book is the author's view on the Laos of today, a free yet responsible 
look at the country's ancestral know-how and traditions, as well as its 
indicators of progress over recent years".

The photographs displayed in this book were taken in some 
twenty Lao villages. Many depict scenes of everyday life: school, 
work in the fields, folk festivals, ritual offerings to the monks, etc. 
The spotlight is decidedly on the younger generation because, 
as the author is fond of saying, "The Laos of tomorrow belongs to 
its children". Spread over 350 pages, these photographs present a 
dynamic view of this ever-changing country.

Published in late 2010 in partnership with the Lao National 
Tourism Administration, the book was first released in France 
by ten NGOs working in Laos, including Fleurs du Lotus, Amitié 
Coopération France-Laos (ACFL), Enfants d’Asie, Les Gens du 

Mékong, and Le Frangipanier. Today, the book is also distributed 
in Laos by the association DGLaos (DG for Daniel Gilbert), 
founded a few months ago by the author himself with the 
intention of donating the profits from sales of the book to a 
humanitarian project. Thanks to the money already collected, 
a school of five classes is currently under construction in the 
village of Ban Nasaenkham near the town of Oudomxay. 

Published in large format (22.5 x 28.5 cm) by You Feng Editions, the 
book is on sale at a retail price of € 39 (of which € 15 goes towards 
publishing costs and € 24 is donated to the association DGLaos).  
Photo captions are in both English and French.

For further information :  www.dglaos.com/

"Laos, forgotten paradise"
1,800 photographs of a rapidly-changing country
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It all began in 1997 when Pierre Viala 
decided he needed a new direction in 

life. An administrative law graduate, the Frenchman had arrived 
in Laos in 1992. Five years later, he decided to finally fulfil his 
childhood dream and returned to France to retrain as an ice-
cream maker. In 1999, fully qualified, he founded the Paradice 
ice-cream company. As the first master ice-cream maker in 
Vientiane, Pierre had to adapt his flavours to suit the tastes of the 
local population, using local ingredients. Paradice therefore has 
a very experimental attitude towards its ingredients, its flavours 
being the result of many attempts and personal creations. 
Alternating local flavours (honey and 
ginger, coconut, cashew nut) with more 
traditional flavours (vanilla, chocolate, 
lemon), Paradice offers a vast range of 
ice-creams and sorbets. Pierre Viala's 
greatest pleasure? When a young 
Laotian orders caramel ice cream, his 
personal favourite. Made with crème 
fraîche and milk, the originality of 
Pierre's ice-cream flavours represent 
his own personal stand against the 
Americanization of the world.

But Paradice is not just an ice-cream company. Inspired by his 
love of good things and his passion for learning, Pierre decided 
to retrain once again, this time with the help of a friend, 
master chocolatier Jacques Bernard. In 2003, Pierre's company 
embarked upon a new challenge, that of launching the first (and 

still the only) line of handmade chocolates in Laos. And so the 
Viala Chocolats Fins range was born. A difficult challenge, because 
without cold, dry air, making chocolates is nigh impossible. Once 
again there is a need for permanent research and creativity is 
essential. Pierre's latest chocolate inspiration? The "Bee-keeper", 
a delicious blend of honey, pollen, royal jelly and dark chocolate. 
It was after meeting a bee-keeper in Laos that the idea first 
came to him. Viala Chocolats Fins are all handmade. His personal 
favourite? The "Kumquat ganache". It's obvious that Pierre Viala 
firmly believes in the old adage that chocolate is good for you!

As important as cold, dry air, there is 
also a certain skill to making luxury 
chocolates. Of the company's twenty 
employees, four have been trained 
in the secrets of making ganache, 
muscadine jelly, truffles and caramel. In 
the company's laboratory, the chocolate 
creations flow around a renowned 
machine that originally came from the 
famous Maison Lenôtre in Paris. The 
story is this: the machine was brought 
home one day by Maison Lenôtre's 
master chocolatier so that he could try 

out his own personal creations. It was he, in person, who gave 
the machine to Pierre Viala, thereby bringing the excellence of 
French handmade chocolates to Laos.
Tel: 021 31 28 36 - 020 55 616 788
Email: contact@laoparadice.com

Handmade ice-cream and luxury chocolates: 
a taste of "Paradice"

Find past issues of our quarterly newsletter "France in Laos" on the website of the Embassy
(available in French and English):  www.ambafrance-laos.org/484

ONLINE!

In charge of the cafeteria at the French Institute in Vientiane since 2003, the company 
Paradice has just renewed its contract for another three years. To sample the full range of 

its products, Paradice will soon be opening a shop next to Hospital 103, in Vientiane. History 
of an ice-cream company that has not been afraid to reinvent itself.

La Cantine is open from Monday to Saturday, 
from 8 am to 8 pm. 

Since 2003, and on a daily basis, Paradice also provides quick, 
healthy and varied lunches, with a dish of the day, in the 
cafeteria of the French Institute in Vientiane. Yet another new 
challenge for a company that has successfully diversified its 
activity without compromising on the essential: the pleasure 
of taste.

Flavours are more traditional at the Institute, the focus being 
on value for money and the opportunity for students and 
passers-by to enjoy a quick meal in very pleasant surroundings. 
Of course, the company's ranges of chocolate, ice-cream and 
pastries are also available.

Address book
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Association

USEFUL CONTACTS
French embassy (+856) 021 26 74 00
In case of emergency only (+856) 020 555 14 751

Police Emergency 191
Vientiane Police station (+856) 021 21 27 06
Fire Department  (+856) 021 21 27 07

Embassy medical center (+856) 021 21 41 50
Emergency only (+856) 020 56 55 47 94 

Mahosot Hospital  - International Clinc (+856) 021 21 40 22
Friendship Hospital (emergencies) (+856) 021 41 33 00
Vientiane Ambulance Station 195 ou 21 26 11

Thai hospitals
- Wattana Nong Khai (+66) 42 46 52 01
International contact : M. Paul, (+66) 8 18 33 42 62
Laos contact : M. Assanai, (+856) 021 24 00 97
- Wattana Udon Thani (+66) 42 24 19 56 
- AEK Clinic (Udon) (+66) 42 34 25 55 

Alarm Center in Bangkok: (+66) 22 56 71 46
Friendship Bridge Immigration Centre
(+856) 021 81 20 40 / 81 20 37

Local branch of the UFE: ufelaos@gmail.com
Local ADFE representative : adfe.laos@laposte.net

                      

 

     

 

Presentation of the new Vientiane Accueil team 

Email : vientianeaccueil@yahoo.fr 
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/vientianeaccueil 
 

President :  
Viviane Inthavong 

(020 78 10 45 08) 
Assistant :  

Simon Vaslet 

(020 98 65 91 67) 

 
Treasurer:  
Alain Dufes 

(020 96 57 28 75) 
Deputy Assistant : 
 Isabelle Mobèche  

(020 77 10 83 57) 

Deputy President :  
Eric Pinard 

 (020 22 22 84 85) 
  

GOOD TO KNOW
Useful numbers and other practical information can be obtained at any time on the 

website of the French Embassy to Laos:  www.ambafrance-laos.org
Regularly updated, the section "Service aux Français" covers all information concerning consular activities, 

as well as health and safety recommendations.






