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Front Page News

In Vientiane on 5 November 2012, the President of the French Republic, 
Mr François Hollande, had talks with the President of the Lao PDR, Mr Choummaly 
Sayasone, ahead of the opening of the 9th Asia-Europe Summit (ASEM).
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Event

France 24 is now 
accessible in Laos

France 24, which was 
launched in 2006, is a French 
rolling news television 
channel which broadcasts 
international news and 
transmits in three languages 
(French, English and Arabic).

The French-language 
version of the channel is 
now accessible in Laos in 
the towns of Vientiane, 
Paksé, Savannakhet and Luang Prabang, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
across the whole of the zone covered by Lao Digital TV. France 24 is 
offered as part of the operator’s basic package, on channel 7.

The station is transmitted continuously in the cafeteria and in the 
library of the French Institute in Laos during its opening hours, by 
means of satellite reception.

Lao Digital TV is a digital terrestrial television which has been 
broadcasting since November 2007 within a 40-km radius of 
Vientiane. This initiative was a result of an ASEAN resolution issued 
in December 2006, calling on member states to change over to an 
all-digital system by 2012. Offering a package of 45 stations, mainly 
Chinese, Thai and Vietnamese, Lao Digital TV also transmits many 
English-language and Japanese stations.

The cost of the service, including the installation of the digital reception 
box and two years’ subscription, is 610 000 kips (for information and 
subscriptions apply to Lao Digital TV: Singha Road, Nongbon Village, 
Saysettha District, Vientiane – telephone: 021 45 44 46). 

The Lao Digital TV management’s goal is to extend the digital coverage 
across the whole of Lao soil by 2025, which would pave the way for 
the broadcasting of France 24 in all of the towns and provinces of 
Laos in the near future.

The French-language version of France 24 is already available in 
New Zealand, Singapore, Malaysia, Hong Kong and Cambodia, while 
its English-language version is received by more than 12 million 
households across the continent, notably in India, Thailand and Hong 
Kong.

Dear compatriots, dear friends, 
On the occasion of the New Year, allow me to review the year 2012, 
which has just ended.

For those of us living in Laos, and also for those elsewhere who 
have an interest in it, this year was marked by the visit to Vientiane 
by President François Hollande on 5 November, on the occasion 
of the ASEM Summit, the first visit to Laos by a French President 
and the first trip to Asia by Mr Hollande since his election on 6 
May, accompanied by Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius. The head of 
state set his participation in the ASEM and his talks with President 
Choummaly Sayasone and with the other Heads of state and 
Prime ministers within the context of the dialogue between Europe 
and Asia, a dialogue which allows respect for differences, and for 
diversity and which looks to our mutual interests. Europe must 
put its public finances in order and see Asian growth as an engine 
for injecting a fresh impetus, but Asia needs a strong economy in 
Europe, in return, just as much.

Since my arrival in Vientiane on 15 September, it has been my 
goal to set the French-Lao relationship in this context. Our two-
thousand-strong community of French compatriots, along with 
many Lao friends, contributes to the economic and social progress 
of this country, which is still in the process of development, but 
whose rate of growth of more than 8% places it in the leading 
ranks of the ASEAN. Our businesses are already very active in 
the energy, tourism, catering, consumer, aeronautical and financial 
sectors, while others are establishing themselves for this purpose or 
are preparing their infrastructures.

I, along with all of the Embassy’s services, work to provide 
information, consultation, and support to our business people 
whenever needed, and to all of our compatriots, whether resident 
or just visiting. Strengthened by our valued action for development, 
our shared quality as members of the community of French-
speaking countries, support from our Lao friends and from our 
highest authorities, we attempt to provide favourable answers and 
solutions to our compatriots, while respecting the Lao authorities’ 
legitimate care for their sovereignty.

My predecessors have steadily contributed to the quality of French-
Lao relations, but aside from individual situations handled with 
discretion, there is still an important problem to be resolved, which 
is the extension of the French Lycee. This is a question which we 
raise at every meeting with the Lao authorities, right up to the 
highest level. I hope that 2013 will bring a solution to this problem 
and with this wish for the future of our children, allow me to wish 
every one of you good health and success in your ventures!

Kind regards,
Yves Carmona

A word from the 
Ambassador

At the beginning of November 2012, the news channel        
 France 24 signed an agreement with the private 

operator Lao Digital TV to join its digital terrestrial network, 
which has around 50,000 subscribers across the country.
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Evening devoted to Lao-French economic partnership

“France has exceptional relations 
of long standing with the Lao 
PDR and our partnership has 
been enhanced during the past 
few years thanks to significant 
investments, such as Nam 
Theun 2, BFL and ESSILOR, and 
is expected to continue to grow 
yet stronger”. This was how the 
French ambassador to Laos, 
Mr Yves Carmona, described 
Lao-French relations in a 
speech made on the occasion 
of this meeting. 

He also welcomed Mr 
Viraphonh Viravong, deputy 
minister for energy and mines, and other leading figures 
from the administration and the world of business, before 
emphasizing the exceptional growth which Laos is currently 
experiencing, “the greatest in the whole of ASEAN” and the 
very promising prospects for its future development, in 
which France wishes to play a part.

The occasion was prompted by the wish to thank the 
many Lao interlocutors with whom the French Embassy’s 
economic service has the opportunity to work closely, and 

to pay tribute to the excellent 
reception its initiatives are 
given every time. Figures 
from the French business 
community, from the European 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (ECCIL) and the 
Lao Chamber of Commerce 
(LNCCI) were also present.

Mr Jean-Jacques Guillaudeau, 
the economic adviser for Laos 
and Cambodia, expounded on 
the importance of the Lao-
French partnership which is 
built on three cornerstones: 
historic, economic and 

geographic. “Our shared history is a clear component of this 
special relationship, but what might at one time have been an 
obstacle today represents an opportunity, and this is no small 
matter.” 

France has been the fourth biggest investor in Laos of 
the past decade, with around 5 billion US dollars already 
invested. The country has a strong commercial presence, 
with around 200 businesses registered locally in the most 
varied sectors.

Meeting

JANUARY

Tuesday 22 January
50th anniversary of the Treaty of the Elysee 
commemorating French-German friendship

FEBRUARY

Thursday 14 February
Concert by Didier Wampas and Sugar & Tiger 
at the French Institute in Laos

Friday 22 and Saturday 23 February
Performance by the Paris Opéra Maîtrise des 
Hauts-de-Seine choir at the Cultural Hall

MARCH

From 26 February to 2 March
International Festival of Film "Vientianale 3"

Friday 1 and Saturday 2 March
Performance by the Paris Opéra Maîtrise des 
Hauts-de-Seine choir, in Luang Prabang

Sunday 20 March
International Day of Francophonie 

Agenda

On Tuesday 18 December 2012, the economic service of the French Embassy in Laos held a reception to 
thank its French and Lao partners who contribute to the development of economic relations between the 

two countries.

The French ambassador and the Embassy’s economic advisor 
have talks with the president of the association 

of the Lao garment industry 
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Francophonie

Second Lao-French scientific research symposium

The second Scientific Research Symposium, organized by the French Embassy in partnership with the Ministry of 
Science and Technology and the French Institute in Laos, took place from 19 to 21 November 2012 at the Centre 

for Cooperation and International Training (ICTC) in Vientiane.

Around 60 scientific lectures and several exhibitions took 
place over the course of three days, in French and in Lao, in 
the fields of health, social science, the environment and rural 
development.  Three topics in particular were tackled in depth 
by the scientists: “Infectious and parasitic diseases in Laos”, 
“The multi-ethnic society: an asset to be managed in a country 
undergoing rapid transformation” and “The relationship 
between the use of natural resources and the environment”. 
The occasion was hosted by Mr Sakhone Chaleunvong, Lao 
Deputy Minister for Science and Technology, and Mr Yves 
Carmona, French Ambassador to Laos.

Three years after the holding of the first scientific symposium, 
this second meeting had a high rate of 
attendance. The symposium brought together 
Lao and French researchers involved in work 
on Laos, Lao academics, French and French-
speaking research institutions operating in 
Laos and their students, and researchers from 
the Mekong sub-region. Around 350 people 
in all, including 60 speakers, took part in this 
three-day seminar. 

This event illustrated the scope of French 
research in Laos. All of the French institutes 
operating in the country were in fact 
represented: CIRAD, IRD, IFMT, EFEO, the 
Centre Mérieux and the Pasteur Institute. 
Many regional institutes had also made the 
trip there, such as IRASEC and INALCO. The 
programme was equally distributed between 
French and Lao speeches. The interpreters 
present at each session enabled the papers to 

be presented in both French and Lao, a service which greatly 
contributed to the success of the seminar.

The purpose of this event was to promote cooperation between 
Lao and French researchers who collaborate on a daily basis to 
meet the growing demand for expertise in Laos. The speakers 
from neighbouring countries emphasized the importance of 
Laos’s regional involvement in the field of research. They called 
for wider regional cooperation in order to concentrate the 
human and financial resources available and urged their own 
countries to work together on research issues in which they 
share an interest.

This conference was also intended to promote research as a 
career to Lao post-graduate students. A “scientific poster” 
competition was notably held, to this end. 

The 18 students taking part were invited to explain their 
research projects in the form of a slide show, on which they 
then had to give an oral presentation to the panel of judges.

First prize was awarded to MissVatthamaphone Latthaphasavang 
for her project “Chromobacterium violaceum: emerging pathogen 
or tropical treasure?” Miss Vatthamaphone was awarded a 
research grant by the French government, which will enable 
her to pursue a three-year doctorate in France, or to alternate 
between France and Laos. The second and third prize-winners 
respectively received a research grant to study at a university 
in the region, and a laptop computer. 

Mr Yves Carmona, the French Ambassador to Laos, surrounded by young students at the 
University of Health Sciences, including the scientific poster competition winner.

Many Lao students took part in the event
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Cooperation

France pledges to support 
democratic governance in Laos 

Democratic governance is one of France’s main areas of priority 
in the sphere of cooperation, both around the world, and in 
Laos. The French and Lao authorities have been cooperating for 
around 10 years for the purpose of training legal professionals 
and contributing to reform of the legal and judicial systems. As 
of 2007, in particular, France has been working closely together 
with the Lao authorities and the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) to prepare the "Legal Sector Master Plan". 
This framework document, adopted by the Lao government in 
2010, sets out all of the reforms needed for the progressive 
construction of a law-based state in Laos by the year 2020.

While the drafting and the adoption of such a reform, affecting 
many ministries and institutions (Justice, Foreign Affairs, Public 
Security, the Interior, the Supreme Court, the Office of the 
Supreme People’s Prosecutor, the Bar, the National Assembly) 
was an important step, its implementation remains a major 
undertaking.

On 5 November last, Mr Laurent Fabius, and his Lao counterpart, 
Mr Thongloun Sisoulith, signed a PSF (Priority Solidarity Fund) 
finance agreement entitled "Support for the implementation of 
the Legal Sector Master Plan in Laos", with the goal of helping to 
bring about this reform. This plan, which has one million euros 
available to it for the 2013-2015 period, is intended in particular 

to help guide the reform and improve the provision of initial 
vocational training for Lao judges, prosecutors and lawyers.

One of the key stages of the plan will be the creation of a 
national institution for legal training, an establishment which will 
provide selective vocational training for young Lao judges and 
prosecutors, in collaboration with the Ministry of Justice, the 
Supreme Court of Laos and the Office of the Supreme People’s 
Prosecutor.  At the same time, an equally selective degree course 
will be developed for the profession of lawyer, based on an 
initiative already begun in 2010 by the association "Avocats Sans 
Frontières" (Lawyers without Borders), with France’s support. 
The focus on lawyers is at the heart of this plan: in fact this 
profession currently has fewer than 200 Lao professionals, and 
magistrates’ place in the legal system has therefore still to be 
constructed.

The implementation of the plan rests on solid partnerships 
formed with the local authorities, but also with partners who 
have demonstrated their skills and their commitment, such as 
the UNDP, the French National College of Magistrates, and the 
NGO "Avocats Sans Frontières".

In early November 2012, the French and Lao authorities launched a new cooperation programme intended 
to strengthen the Lao legal sector. This plan will be put into effect over a period of three years and will be 

implemented with the help of a one million-euro subsidy provided by the French Foreign Ministry.

Spotlight on Avocats Sans Frontières’ work in Laos  

Since the beginning of 2010, the NGO Avocats Sans Frontières France (ASF) has worked with the Lao Bar Association on a 
programme to enhance the skills of lawyers in the Lao PDR . This project, funded by means of the French Development 

Agency as part of the measures of support for the international 
work carried out by French NGOs, provides additional training 
to trainee lawyers concerning rules of professional conduct and 
the role of a lawyer, the rules governing a fair trial, defence rights 
and international conventions. This training has been taking place 
in the form of two sessions per year, which are an integral part of 
the initial training course for future lawyers.

At the same time, six co-trainers, who are Lao lawyers, have also 
experienced the benefit of two sessions of training for trainers, 
so that in the long term they will themselves independently be 
able to provide development training for trainee lawyers. This 
programme has enabled more than 60 new Lao lawyers to be 
trained between 2010 and 2012.
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Business

Review of the Asia-Europe Business Forum

ECCIL, as a partner of the Lao Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (LNCCI), was heavily involved in the 
organization of the AEBF. How would you assess the 
results of the Forum?
First of all, we should pay tribute to the smooth organization 
of the event, which went off without a hitch and in accordance 
with plans. This is an important point when you know that 
Laos, as yet, has little experience with occasions of this type. I 
would also point out that the speakers at the different round-
table sessions and plenary sessions all made contributions of a 
high calibre, continuing the tradition of previous meetings. This 
certainly explains why the forum enjoyed an excellent rate of 
attendance, with meeting rooms that were always packed full. 
Associated events, notably the breakfast in the presence of 
heads of state and government – the trickiest occasions to put 
together – were also a source of complete satisfaction. Finally, 
the AEBF helped to put participants in touch with one another: 
the networking system functioned well and this is an important 
aspect of this kind of occasion.

Do you have any particular cause for satisfaction?
The satisfaction is two-fold: first of all the overall organization 
and the fact that all of the goals that we had set ourselves 
(participants, funding, the content of the debates) were met. 
Then, there was the recognition that the forum helped to 
contribute to the work of the ECCIL, giving it a high profile and 
helping to strengthen our relationship with the LNCCI. One 
regret is perhaps the lack of a true European voice in these 
debates – that’s just a minor disappointment.

What ideas do you come away with about the nature of 
Euro-Asian economic and business relations ?
Above all, I came away with the impression of great 
complementarity: on the one side a young Asian continent 
enjoying strong growth, which has become a major centre of 
production with booming consumer markets, and on the other, 
a European continent in possession of unique technologies and 
expertise, which needs to find ways of exporting them because 
there is a real demand for them. This complementarity already 
exists today and it must continue to be enhanced in the future. I 
would also note that Asia represents a big market for small and 
medium-sized European businesses and that it is imperative for 
the states of the two zones to work to pave the way for them 
to become established.

It seems that the ECCIL, which has not even been in 
existence for two years yet, has taken a further step 
forward with the AEBF.  What do you think about this?
That’s true. The AEBF has given our organization additional 
credibility. Today it has around 90 members, including subsidiaries 
of big international groups, and its team has expanded considerably 
in size. We hope to achieve the threshold of 100 members by 
the end of 2013. The ECCIL is gradually establishing itself as 
the voice of the European business community in dealings with 
the Lao authorities, even though efforts still have to be made 
to improve exchanges of views between the public and private 
sectors. This is all the more essential at a time when Laos is 
speeding up its integration into the global economy and when it 
is attracting growing interest among foreign investors.

The 13th Asia-Europe Business Forum (AEBF) took place in Vientiane from 3 to 5 November 2012, and was 
attended by around 400 European and Asian business leaders. The goal of this forum, which is the economic and 

commercial counterpart of ASEM, was to bring together business people, chambers of commerce and government 
representatives to discuss issues of concern to both continents. Guy Apovy (in the centre of the picture below), the 
CEO of the AGL Insurance company and chairman of the European Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Laos 
(ECCIL), reviews this event with us.
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Special feature

On 5 November 2012, 
Mr François Hollande 

travelled to Vientiane to take part 
in the 9th Asia-Europe Summit 
(ASEM), which thus marked the 
occasion of the very first visit to 
Laos by a president of the French 
Republic.

ASEM, a French-Singaporean 
initiative

The Asia-Europe forum of dialogue, 
or “ASEM” (Asia Europe Meeting), 
was officially launched in 1996 after a 
joint initiative by France and Singapore. 
No French president has missed this 
biennial meeting since the first summit 
was held, in Bangkok in March 1996.

Today ASEM is comprised of 49 
countries which represent 58% of the 
world population, more than half of the 
world’s GDP and 60% of international 
trade.  

The member states are those of the 
European Union and the Association 
of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
along with South Korea, Japan, China, 
Mongolia, Pakistan, India and Russia; 
Australia and New Zealand joined the 
ASEM group in 2010, while Norway, 

Switzerland and Bangladesh were 
admitted this year, on the occasion of 
the Vientiane Summit. In addition to this 
list of countries are the institutional 
members: the European Commission, 
the European Council and the ASEAN 
secretariat. 

The goal of the ASEM initiative is to 
strengthen the ties between Europe 
and Asia and to promote cooperation 
between the two continents. It is an 
informal framework for dialogue built 
upon three cornerstones: 
1/ The political dialogue 
is aimed notably at 
enabling a debate to 
take place on issues of 
protection of human 
rights. 
2/ The economic and 
financial cooperation 
is aimed mainly at 
increasing reciprocal 
investment, by creating 
conditions favourable 
to trade (meetings of 
business people take 
place, particularly within 
the framework of the 
Business Forum, cf. p7).
3/ All other forms 
of cooperation, 

particularly in the spheres of culture, 
the environment, science, education and 
health, are catered for by a permanent 
structure, the Asia-Europe Foundation 
(known under the acronym "ASEF"), 
which is aimed mainly at increasing 
exchanges between representatives of 
the different civil societies. 

Enhancement of Euro-Asian 
cooperation

The 9th ASEM Summit took place in 
Vientiane on 5 and 6 November 2012, 
and was attended by 11 heads of state, 
21 prime ministers, 12 ministers, the 
ASEAN secretary general and the 
presidents of the European Council 
and the European Commission. France 
was represented by the President of 
the Republic, Mr François Hollande, 
and by the Foreign Minister, Mr Laurent 
Fabius. 

This summit, with the theme “Friends 
for Peace, Partners for Prosperity”, 
ended with the adoption of two joint 
documents noting the importance of 
Euro-Asian cooperation in all spheres: 
• the Vientiane Declaration on 
strengthening partnership for peace 
and development
• the Declaration of the Presidency of 
the 9th ASEM Summit

Asia-Europe Summit (ASEM)

The French President, Mr François Hollande, next to 
the Director of the Pasteur Institute in Laos, Mr Paul Brey

Review of Mr François Hollande’s historic visit to Laos

First bilateral meeting between the French president and his Lao counterpart 
(photo credit: Bertrand Langlois/AFP)
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First visit by a French president 
to Laos

Mr François Hollande was received at 
the presidential palace, ahead of the 
opening of the summit, by the President 
of the Lao PDR, Mr Choummaly 
Sayasone, who welcomed this first visit 
by a President of the French Republic 
to Vientiane.

On the occasion of this meeting, 
the two heads of state expressed 
satisfaction with the excellence of the 
relations between Laos and France, 
which have endured up to the present 
day. President Sayasone paid tribute to 
the aid contributed by France to the 
development of his country and to the 
decisive part French businesses play 
in the growth of the economy and in 
the diversification of the production 
sectors in Laos.

The two presidents expressed 
satisfaction with the constant increase 
in economic ties and trade, and French 
investments in Laos. The President of 
the French Republic also confirmed 
that the partnership for development 
was a priority objective of France’s 
involvement with Laos.

At the conclusion of this meeting the 
French Foreign Minister, Mr Laurent 
Fabius, and his Lao counterpart, 
Mr Thongloun Sisoulith, signed a 
PSF agreement worth one million 
euros, entitled “Support for the 
implementation of the Legal Sector  
Master Plan in Laos” (cf. p6).

In the early afternoon, the French 
President went to the National 
Convention Centre, where he was 
welcomed by the Lao leaders with 
the other heads of delegations, before 
taking part in the first round table 
meeting of the ASEM Summit.

The next stage of the official 
programme was marked by visits 
to the Pasteur Institute and the 
French Institute, two places which 
are particularly representative of the 
dynamism of French-Lao cooperation 
in different spheres (culture, support 
for the medical system, education 
and research, amongst others). On 
the sidelines of his participation 
in the ASEM Summit, President  
Hollande also held bilateral talks 
 

with certain Asian leaders who were 
present in Vientiane for the occasion. 

To conclude his visit, the President 
held a press conference at the French 
Ambassador’s Residence, attended by 
around thirty journalists based in Paris 
and Bangkok, representing the diversity 
of the French-language media (printed 
press and broadcast media). 

Finally, a reception was held in the 
gardens of the French ambassador’s 
residence to enable the President 
to meet the representatives of the 
French community in Laos. Around 
500 people had gathered to welcome 
this visit, which opens up a new era in 
the history of French-Lao relations.

Around fifty countries are represented in the “family photograph” of the 9th Asia-Europe Summit

Mr François Hollande delivered a speech to the French community
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What's on at the French Institute

The Paris Opéra Children’s Choir in Laos 
for the second time

The Maîtrise des Hauts-de-Seine is one of France’s biggest choirs, with 
470 singers used in eight vocal groups. Accustomed to performing 
in operatic productions on a grand scale, today it includes in its 
repertoire a chamber opera with eight soloists from the Paris 
Opéra Chamber Choir. The unloading of the lorries, the pre-
assembled lighting and the work of the stage hands are finished. 
A few suitcases of costumes, a palm tree, a raft, some staging, the 
curtain can go up and the show can inspire delight! There are no 
special technical restrictions: a village square, a garden, a room 
in a castle, an auditorium or a 
ballroom can play host to this 
chamber opera. Despite this 
flexibility in physical terms, for 
their performance in Vientiane 
it is the Cultural Hall that will 
play host to the small group of 
singers. 

This opera transports the 
spectator to the isolated island 
of Merlin the Magician, where 
two shipwreck survivors, 
Pierrot and Scapin, have been 
washed ashore. A “small magic 
table” provided by Merlin 
is the two characters’ first 
experience of the island. 
Appetising dishes served by invisible hands give them their first 
glimpse of a world where everything is turned upside-down. 

The nymphs Argentine and Diamantine appear, telling the 
shipwrecked men that on this island unfaithful men are locked 
up. Pierrot and Scapin attempt to win over the two young ladies 
and promise to be faithful to them, although the nymphs predict 
problems for them with rivals.

They gradually become acquainted with other characters of 
the topsy-turvy world: an elegant and witty gentleman of good 
taste turns out to be a philosopher denigrating his badly-dressed, 
parochial and often eccentric French colleagues. He explains to 
them that there is no ill intent on this island. Trials are conducted 
according to common sense, lawyers are upright, shopkeepers 
bargain with great earnestness; prosecutor De la Candeur tells 
them that the trial costs are borne by the lawyers themselves, the 
lady doctor, Hippocratine, believes in the lessons of nature; the 

Knight of Catonville explains 
that love there is synonymous 
with lifelong fidelity…

Argentine and Diamantine 
reappear trembling with fear 
because their respective 
suitors, Hanif and Zerbin, are 
fighting a duel with the foreign 
rivals and have designs on the 
young ladies. However, as the 
laws of the topsy-turvy world 
prohibit any form of violence, 
the lawyer proposes to 
establish the true couples by 
means of a game of dice....

For their performances in 
Vientiane, the Hauts de-Seine Choir collaborated with the dancers 
of the Lao National College of Music and the Lao National Circus. 
The stage sets were created by Latakone Insisiengmay, a regular 
contributor to French-Lao artistic collaborations, who has 
already staged two performances at the French Institute with his 
Khao Niew troupe. This project received financial support from 
Exotissimo, ParadIce and the French-Lao Bank.

Lecture: "Laos: Société et pouvoirs"
Lecture presented by Vanina Boute (EFEO - IRASEC).
23 January. at 7pm. Free entry.
IRD showing of "The Salt of the Earth"
6 February at 7pm, followed by a debate. Free entry.
Film-meeting "Bangkok Jam"
14 February at 7pm. Free entry.
Concert by Didier Wampas and Sugar & Tiger  

15 February at 7pm. Entry: 50.000 kips.

Paris Opéra Maîtrise des Hauts-de-Seine Choir 
Performance of "Merlin’s Island, or the World turned upside-down"
22 and 23 February at Vientiane Cultural Hall.
1 and 2 March in Luang Prabang.

International Film Festival "Vientianale 3" 
From 26 February to 2 March on the banks of the Mekong in 
Vientiane.

Coming soon to the French Institute

In February, the Cultural Hall in Vientiane will play host to the Maîtrise des Hauts-de-Seine choir for a production 
of Christoph Wilibald Gluck’s opera, "L’île de Merlin ou le Monde renversé" (Merlin’s Island or the World turned 

upside-down), the product of a collaboration between French and Lao artists. 

Last year, the Choir already performed in Laos with 
an adaptation of Ravel's "The Child and the Spells"
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Josué Hoffet Lycée

It was the Lycée Pupils’ Group, a school pupils’ association, which took responsibility 
for organizing the 20 December party for the pleasure of smaller and bigger children 
alike. Photographs with Santa Claus, a festive meal and an evening’s entertainment 
were on the programme. The following morning the Thadeua nursery classes 
were welcomed to the Simuang site by the lower years’ team, to share a fun time 
celebrating the end of 2012.

The parents, followed closely by Santa Claus, arrived at 11.00am for a break-time 
snack with the absolutely ecstatic children. The college and school pupils took part 
in a sports day including individual and team events. The morning was devoted to 
athletics at Anouvong Stadium and the afternoon was spent playing basketball and 

volleyball tournaments, in which parents and teachers also participated. Tired but happy, the pupils departed on their holidays 
relaxed and victorious after a year filled with emotion.

Lycée Hoffet’s tropical Christmas

The year 2012 ended with a sporty and festive feel at the French Lycée 
Josué Hoffet.

In 2013, the school will continue to introduce innovations:  for the 
classes at the school in Simuang, the two teachers responsible for 

the children aged two and a half to four (helped by two bilingual 
language assistants) will offer, in addition to the usual activities, 
English, but also gardening and cooking workshops, for them to 
learn French in a relaxed atmosphere. A teacher of French as a 
foreign language will continue the provision of support to children 
who are non-native speakers of French. At the Thadeua school, 
following up on the measures put in place at the beginning of the 
school year, the primary school pupils will follow lessons in the 
compulsory subjects taught in French, but will also receive intensive 
instruction in foreign languages (mainly English and Lao).

On the programme for this year 2013, are: gardening, making 
videos, outings for the younger ones, trips, reading and maths 
competitions, communication with the world as a whole, a mural 
on the theme of primitive art, and class blogs for pupils in primary 
school classes.

The pupils from CE2 stage to their final year of school, who are 
involved in several "International Educational Pilot Initiatives" 
organized by the Agency for French Teaching Abroad (AEFE), are 
going to be able to represent and compete for their school with 
all of the other French schools of the Asia-Pacific zone. In the field 
of mental maths, three pupils from CE2 stage to CM2 stage will 
leave for Hong Kong in May to defend their school’s colours in the 
"My Brain is my Calculator" competition. In late January, five pupils 
(two primary school pupils and three secondary school pupils) will 
be ambassadors for Laos in the regional competition in Shanghai 
in the "Budding ambassadors" project. On 7 March, the school will 
present the work done by pupils over the course of more than a 
year as part of the "Tribute to the primitive arts" project launched 

by the AEFE in partnership with the Quai Branly Museum in Paris. 
Finally, pupils will continue with their numbers competition's 
project, with the bilingual classes of the Vientiane Lycée.

The extra-curricular activities will offer the children the 
opportunity to broaden their horizons and try other activities: 
the cine club, sports tournaments in the Asia zone (athletics in 
Singapore, swimming in Kuala Lumpur, football in Ho Chi Minh 
City), theatre in Bangkok, sports association tournaments, school 
trips by classes in grade 5 and grade 3 etc.

Finally, we would like to use this article to inform you that on 
Thursday 7 March 2013, an Open Day will be held at the Simuang 
site to demonstrate the benefits of the French nursery school to 
everyone. Classes will be open to allow parents to learn about the 
various creative workshops in which the youngest children take 
part.
Sophie TRUCHARD, Headteacher
Olivier DECLOITRE, School Principal

School plans for 2013
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Art and culture

The site in question, "Tam Hang", is located in the heart of Huà 
Pan province, in the northeast of Laos, a few kilometres from the 
village of Long Nguapha. In this spot, in 1934, French geologist 
Jacques Fromaget discovered the Pà Hang mountain massif, 
which he was to travel across, explore and search for two years, 
in all of its nooks and crannies, rock shelters, caves and hollows, 
driven by his search for an "Indochinese Homo erectus". He was 
to find a wealth of wildlife, archaeological and human remains, 
some of which are kept at the Musée de l’Homme (Museum of 
Man) in Paris today.

It is this exceptional 
historical legacy 
which caused the 
archaeologists to 
decide to return to 
the site to undertake 
fresh excavations, 
as part of a project 
supported by the 
Lao Directorate of 
Heritage and funded 
to a great extent by 
the French Foreign 
Ministry’s Archaeo-
logical Excavations 
C o m m i t t e e .
The Lao-French-
American team 
today comprises 
scientists from 

different disciplines: anthropology (Thongsa Sayavongkhamdy, 
Phonephan Sichanthontip, Fabrice Demeter, Laura Shackelford), 
palaeontology (Anne-Marie Bacon, Pierre-Olivier Antoine), 
archaeology (Elise Patole-Edoumba, Anne-Sophie Coupey), 
sedimentology (Philippe Duringer, Jean-Luc Ponche) and 
geochronology (Kira Westaway).

The many explorations carried out in the area of the Pà Hang 
limestone massif since 2003 have led to the discovery of new, 
equally rich fossil and archaeological sites. All of the sites 
concern sedimentary deposits, fill within hollows, rock shelters 
and caves carved out over time in the mountain massif. From 
the oldest deposits (Tam Hang Sud, Nam Lot), wildlife remains 
have been extracted that are made up exclusively of large 
mammals (elephant, stegadon, rhinoceros, tapir, hyena, panda, 

orang utan etc), thus 
providing a glimpse of 
the landscape of Laos 
150,000 years ago. 
You have to go back 
50,000 years to find 
the first known traces 
of human occupation. 
These were found 
at the summit of the 
mountain, in Tam Pà 
Ling cave, with the exhumation of the remains of a human skull 
in 2009. Estimated to be between 46,000 and 63,000 years old, 
they are so far the oldest known fossil remains testifying to the 
presence of the first Homo sapiens with a modern anatomy in 
the region. In other archaeological locations (Tam Hang South 
and Central) it is possible to follow the local progression of the 
Hoabinhian industry of hunter-gatherer stone-cutting between 
13,000 and 7,000 years ago, up as far as the characteristic Tam 
Hang pottery for the most recent periods.

In this publication, which is accessible to a wide audience, the 
authors have striven to set this whole range of discoveries 
"from Pleistocene-Age vertebrate animal remains to the origins 
of modern Man" within a broader geographical context, at the 
very heart of the history of the Asian continent.

Reference work :
- Anne-Marie Bacon, and collaborators (2012). CNRS Editions, 
149 pages. 

Latest discoveries about Lao prehistory

In 2003, around 70 years after the historical dig by Jacques Fromaget, fresh 
excavations were started on the Tam Hang site, to the north of Laos. 

After being resumed in 2007 and continued every year since then, they have 
revealed new finds which take us back 150,000 years into the past. A book 
published recently by Editions CNRS gives an account of this field research 
carried out between 2003 and 2010 and all of the discoveries which have 
emerged from it. 

View of Tam Pà Ling Cave and the excavation site in December 2012

Reconstruction of the Tam Pa Ling skull 
(photo credit: F. Demeter / MNHN)
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Born in the Haute-Savoie 
department, the cradle of the Mont-
Blanc glasswork artisans, Paskal has 
been following the world’s toughest 
trails for 30 years in his search for 
precious minerals. He holds a degree 
in gemmology (the scientific study of 
precious stones) awarded by Nantes 
University, one of the few in the 
world to offer this specialism.

It is hard to say whether it is his 
passion for travel or for precious 
stones which originally drove him 
to begin prospecting, when he was 
only 20 years old. While most of 
his colleagues remain glued to their 
armchairs, Paskal does not hesitate to 
follow his course as far as the limits 
of the Himalayas, the plains of Kenya 
and the great bazaars of Jaipur and 
Bombay, in the quest for a rare stone 
which will enhance his collection. 
After many expeditions to Asia and 
Africa, Paskal has become known as 
“the stone hunter” (Chasseur de Pierres ® , registered trademark 
with the French National Institute of Intellectual Property),  an 
epithet which makes him stand out among the two or three 
dozen French gemmologists operating worldwide at this time.

His private collection has been patiently acquired, based on retail 
purchases in the shops of particular sellers, but above all thanks 

to his many personal finds in river 
beds and at mineral extraction 
sites. Green garnets, multicoloured 
sapphires, alexandrite and other 
sparkling stones: what interests 
Paskal above all is the coloured 
gems which require sharp eyesight 
and great expertise in perceiving 
the variations in tone.

Possessing one of the richest 
private collections in the world 
today, Paskal cherishes the hope 
of soon being able to open 
his own "museum of precious 
stones" to display his treasure 
to curious visitors as well as 
aesthetes.A commercial sample of 
his collection currently sits in the 
window of his gallery in Vientiane, 
which is located to the right of 
the Côte d'Azur restaurant, and is 

open from 10.00am to 7.00pm, from 
Tuesday to Sunday.

Whether you are looking for an original gift (faceted stones, 
necklaces, spheres, statuettes etc), whether you want to find 
an unusual spot or whether you would simply like to hear the 
tales of a hunter of stones, half-magician half-philosopher, a visit 
to this modest gallery could surprise you. Adventure is often 
hidden in places where you least expect it…

Precious stones within the heart of Vientiane

Address book

The first mineralogical gallery in Laos has just opened its doors in Vientiane, on the banks of the Mekong. The 
shop is run by Pascal J. Entremont (alias "Paskal"), gemmologist, prospector and stone cutter, who has decided 

to settle down in Laos while waiting to set off for new prospecting missions.

The gallery has a hundred of different minerals 
to offer (natural or hand-cut stones), 
coming from 130 countries in the world
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News in brief

Departures - Arrivals

- Mr Gaylord Giordanino replaces Mr Frank Le Pezennec 
as technical assistant to the Ministry of Education and 
universities of Laos.

- Miss Niphaphone Nhongvongsithi replaces Miss Phavasone 
Thammavong as secretary/translator to the Embassy’s 
Cooperation and Cultural Action service.

ADFE

The Democratic Association of 
French Abroad has announced to 
us that a local branch, for Laos, 
has been created. 

For further information, please 
contact: 
myriam.rahem@lyceehoffet.org
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USEFUL NUMBERS

Vientiane Accueil Association

As a francophone welcome association in Laos, we 
organise various activities for children and adults, such as 

drawing, music, football, water exercise swimming, 
archery, tai chi, lacquer work, mah-jong, theatre, etc. 

Our motto is friendship! 

To see our schedule and participate in the meetings and 
cultural events we organise, contact us:

vientianeaccueil@yahoo.fr

Chair:  Viviane Inthavong (020 78 10 45 08)
Vice Chair:  Eric Pinard (020 22 22 84 85)

French embassy (+856) 021 26 74 00
In case of emergency only (+856) 020 555 14 751

Police Emergency 191
Vientiane Police station (+856) 021 21 27 06
Fire Department  (+856) 021 21 27 07

Embassy medical center (+856) 021 21 41 50
Emergency only (+856) 020 56 55 47 94 

Mahosot Hospital  - International Clinc (+856) 021 21 40 22
Friendship Hospital (emergencies) (+856) 021 41 33 00
Vientiane Ambulance Station 195 ou 21 26 11

Thai hospitals
- Wattana Nong Khai (+66) 42 46 52 01
International contact : M. Paul, (+66) 8 18 33 42 62
Laos contact : M. Assanai, (+856) 021 24 00 97
- Wattana Udon Thani (+66) 42 24 19 56 
- AEK Clinic (Udon) (+66) 42 34 25 55 

Alarm Center in Bangkok: (+66) 22 56 71 46
Friendship Bridge Immigration Centre
(+856) 021 81 20 40 / 81 20 37

Local UFE branch: ufelaos@gmail.com
Local ADFE branch : myriam.rahem@lyceehoffet.org

GOOD TO KNOW
Useful numbers and other practical information can be obtained at any time on the 

website of the French Embassy to Laos:  www.ambafrance-laos.org/
Regularly updated, the section "Service aux Français" covers all information concerning consular activities, 

as well as health and safety recommendations.






