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Front Page News

On 17 May, pupils at the Lycée Hoffet unveiled their original adaptation of 
a Marc Leguay fresco.
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Event

Changes to the adoption 
process in Laos? 

But things are changing: from 9 to 11 April, a Laotian 
delegation, led by the Lao Deputy Minister of Justice, Mr 
Ket Kiettisak, travelled to France. Representatives from 
the Ministry of National Security and Social Affairs were 
also present. The purpose of the visit was to meet with the 
international adoption department of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs.

The Lao government has been looking to sign a new decree 
on international adoption, especially since the meeting last 
November between the President of the Republic François 
Hollande and his counterpart, Mr Choummaly Sayasone.

The international adoption department offered to help the 
Laotian authorities in their deliberations and in drafting the 
new decree.

To this end, working 
meetings were held 
in Paris, based on 
the central themes 
of international 
adoption: creating 
a central authority, 
implementing the 
ethical principles 
of international 
adoption, procedural 
framework, mo-
nitoring the adopted 
children, etc.

After visiting se-
veral players in 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
adoption (a General 
Council - Conseil 
général -, a Regional Court - Tribunal de grande instance - and 
the Saint Anne Hospital), the delegation attended a special 
tea, to which children adopted from Laos between 2010 and 
2013 were invited. The gesture was very much appreciated 
by the Lao visitors.

The embassy's action plan, approved by the minister and adopted during 
the past quarter, reflects our priorities for the years ahead. The plan is like 
a road map, with each stage being re-examined every year. Without going 
into too much detail, I think readers will find it helpful to learn about the 
main features:

1. Reinforcing the presence of French companies.
2. Increasing the efficiency of our activities in the priority sectors of basic 
needs (agriculture, health, education) and the economic boom (urban 
planning and heritage) while enhancing our reputation (Francophonie).
3. Pooling our activities and taking advantage of the particularly dynamic 
environment in the region.
4. Contributing to the gradual establishment of the rule of law and improving 
legal certainty.
5. Assisting French citizens in Laos and of Laotian origin.

As mentioned in my previous letter, the first point is being undertaken in a 
joint initiative between the embassy and the French and European business 
community with the support of the European Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (ECCIL): "Les Rendez-vous de Vientiane", to be held during the last 
week of November 2013. Our Laotian friends will be heavily involved in this 
week-long event because the municipal and government authorities of the 
Lao PDR, excited by this unprecedented initiative, have decided to take a 
prominent role in organising the Rendez-vous.

What are "Les Rendez-vous de Vientiane"?

Sessions that will be held during the week of 25 - 30 November include a 
trade fair showcasing the best of the French economic presence in Laos and 
in the region, an "Investing in Laos" seminar highlighting the advantages of 
this merging nation, a colloquium on emerging towns followed by business 
meetings on the topic of "Enhancing urban living". Throughout the week 
various cultural demonstrations will be offered, in particular music, cuisine 
and sport - including of course, pétanque.

A significant number of French public figures have already expressed a 
desire to visit Laos for the event.

Coming in between the That Luang festival and the Independence Day 
holiday, this week of events is likely to become a fixture on the Laotian 
calendar. I invite all our readers to save the date as soon as possible. All 
the details about the events, in particular the event locations, will appear in 
future newsletters!

Kind regards,

Yves Carmona

A word from the
Ambassador

On 9 January 2012, the office of the Prime 
Minister of Laos suspended international 

adoptions. Since that time, only applications for 
adoption submitted by foreigners of Laotian origin 
and who have family ties to the adopted child are 
being accepted.
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Restoration of the French Cemetery in Vientiane

Bruno Chaillou has lived in Laos since 2007. In July 2012, 
upon taking up his post as Delegate-General of the Souvenir 
Français (French 
r e m e m b r a n c e 
association) for Laos, 
he found out that the 
French Cemetery 
in Vientiane (Km 8, 
Luang Prabang Road) 
had been left in state 
of neglect.

A former soldier, 
Bruno Chaillou was 
shocked at the state 
of the cemetery, 
which was dilapidated and flooded. Hoping to provide those 
who sacrificed their lives for France with a worthy resting 
place, Mr Chaillou donated from his own pocket the $25,000 
dollars necessary for starting restoration work that would 
eventually be taken over by the Ministry of Defence.

A team of four people and a half-dozen labourers began 
the restoration in early August 2012. Seven days a week, 
in conditions that were sometimes challenging (it was the 
middle of the rainy season and snakes were known to come 
and visit the work site), the team cleared weeds and bushes, 

and cleaned up the site before installing an ingenious 
rainwater drainage system. 

The drainage ditches 
were improved, 
the spots that 
were leaking were 
plugged, a tank 
and three pumps 
were installed. The 
system could pump 
water directly to an 
irrigation channel 
on the other 
side of Route 13, 
which borders the 
cemetery. Finally 

the gravestones, tombs, entrance and the walls enclosing 
the property were restored, while a new lawn and gravel 
gave the cemetery the pleasant appearance it is known for 
today. 

With the work completed by early November, the first 
ceremony to be held at the restored cemetery took 
place on November 11 for the 1918 Armistice Day 
Commemorations. On 8 May, the French Ambassador, the 
Defence Attaché and Bruno Chaillou placed a wreath at the 
foot of the war memorial.

Meeting

JULY
Sunday 14
Celebration of Bastille Day

Wednesday 17
Digital workshop at the French Institute
Install Party: Lubuntu

AUGUST
Wednesday 28
Digital workshop at the French Institute
Email + Thunderbird

From 5 to 30 August
The French Institute's summer workshops

SEPTEMBER
Wednesday 11
Digital workshop at the French Institute
Databases + Base (OpenOffice)

Wednesday 25
Digital workshop at the French Institute
Personal data and security

Saturday 28
Open House at the French Institute

Agenda

The annual remembrance ceremony was held at the French cemetery in Vientiane on 8 May. The perfect time to 
see the restoration of the site, which was led by Bruno Chaillou.
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Francophonie

Learn more about young technical assistants

Francophonie is a key element in French aid to Laos. Working in various university faculties throughout Vientiane, 
a team of young technical assistants plays a key role in the teaching of French in Laos. We asked them to introduce 

themselves...

Gaylord GIORDANINO, 
International Technical Expert, 
Education Authority of the National 
University of Laos (UNOL), arrived in 
January 2013..

The policy of promoting the French 
language in Laos will be managed 
via the CEFASE (Consolidation de 
l'enseignement du français en Asie 
du Sud-Est, Consolidation of the 

Teaching of French in South-East Asia) Fonds de Solidarité 
Prioritaire (FSP, Priority Solidarity Fund) until January 2014. 
Based at the educational offices of the NUOL (National 
University of Laos), I coordinate the higher education activities: 
continuing education for professors, the development of 
vocational courses in French and relations with French 
specialists in terms of pedagogical engineering, coordination 
of technical assistance in the faculties and assistance in 
creating institutional management tools for the Laos Ministry 
of Education. At the same time I help in developing tools for 
pooling skills and resources at the national and regional levels.

The enthusiasm of the Laotian authorities for the modernisation 
of the university system provides reassurance that our work 

is relevant and gives us the feeling of 
witnessing a key period in the evolution 
of the educational mechanism.

Claire ALBERGEL, University of Health 
Sciences, arrived in May 2013

My name is Claire, I am 27 years old, a 
former Masters 2 student in Didactic 
Research in Languages and Cultures 

at INALCO (Institut National des Langues et Civilisations 
Orientales, Institute of Oriental Languages and Civilisations), 
in Paris. My role here is to teach French to students and to help 
them in their research projects, to train French professors, to 
develop educational materials in French for the medical field 
(in particular for the Faculty of Dentistry) and to help organise 
cultural events or events for the promotion of French in Laos.

Servane TEINTE-GASNIER, Faculty of Letters (NUOL), 
arrived in June 2013

I am a new arrival, and my current role is first and foremost 
to provide continuing education for French professors. At 
the same time, I help the Department develop new course 

offerings by creating suitable educational materials and offering 
appropriate training to the professors. 

I am also involved in teaching French to young pupils in the 
Bilingual Classes and I help promote Francophonie on the 
Dong Dok campus by organising cultural activities centred on 
the French language.
 

Maysoun EL GHEZAL, Faculty of Law and Political Science 
(NUOL), arrived in November 2011

I train French professors who are on work placements in the 
Faculty of Law, in both language and pedagogical topics and I 
also teach French to International Relations students.

I help my colleagues set up partnerships with French higher 
education establishments, like the Lyon 3 University Faculty of 
Law. Also, the first francophone Masters degree in International 
Law will soon be offered at the Vientiane Faculty of Law. 
We also offer fun French classes at two schools in Vientiane 
(Nahaidiao and Sokpaluang), and we organise activities and set 
up shows and events to promote French in Laos.
 
Josépha LABARRÈRE, Faculty of Education (NUOL) and the 
Institute for Education Research (IRSE), arrived in September 2012

I am responsible for the language teacher training module and 
I also work on creating updated content. At the same time, 
I take part in the cultural life of the Francophone activities 
Centre by organising a French film club and taking part in a song 
workshop in association with the AUF (Agence universitaire de 
la Francophonie). Outside of the university, I am involved with 
the IRSE. I joined the team responsible for drawing up the new 
manuals for teaching French LV2 (modern language 2) for early 
secondary and secondary schools. We are also in the process 
of recording the audio materials for these courses.
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Cooperation

Review of the French 
cooperation portfolio

In the presence of all cooperation project managers from the two 
countries, this portfolio review was co-chaired by Mr Somchit 
Inthamith, Deputy Minister of Planning and Investment, Mr Yves 
Carmona, French Ambassador to Laos and Mr Yves Guicquero, 
Deputy Director for Asia at the French Development Agency.

With annual aid of more than 15 million dollars, France is one 
of Laos' biggest donors. This total does not include amounts 
allocated to the large number of regional and multilateral 
projects that benefit Laos via many different funds. 

For example, France contributes 360 million euros a year to The 
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.

The cooperation between France and Laos is supported by an 
exceptional human and institutional mechanism, based in Laos to 
provide local assistance: the Institute for Development Research 
(IRD, see page ...), Ecole Française d’Extrême Orient [EFEO, the 
French School of the Far East], the Centre international de 
Recherche agronomique pour le développement (CIRAD, the 
International Centre for Agronomic Research for Development), 
the Pasteur Institute, the Meyrieux Institute, the Institut français 
pour la médecine tropicale (IFMT, French Institute for Tropical 
Medicine), the French Institute in Laos, Lycée Josué Hoffet, etc.

France has also made a significant major contribution to the 
sectors of healthcare (establishing training courses for specialist 
doctors), agriculture and rural development (organising the 
Bolovens coffee producers), infrastructures and governance 
(support for the development of the rule of law). 

In addition, this historic and fruitful cooperation between the 
two countries is marked with recognised achievements in higher 
education and research, culture (restoration of the Royal Theatre 
in Luang Prabang), Francophonie (see our article on page 5) 
and highlighting cultural heritage (restoration and promotion of 
listed sites in Luang Prabang and of Vat-Pu in Champassak).

The review of the French-Laotian bilateral cooperation portfolio took place on 30 May. This annual meeting, 
held at the Ministry of Planning and Investment, is an opportunity to review all aspects of French aid in 

Laos and discuss future aid plans with the Lao government.

Meeting at the Ministry of Planning and Investment

Support for the Laos Disabled Women's Development Centre (LDWDC)

From 2010 to 2013, the Embassy of France in Laos has provided financial support for the Laos Disabled Women's Development Centre in 
Vientiane via its Social Development Fund. 

The centre, located near the Pont d'Amitié, is a public 
service organisation offering shelter and training to 70 
disabled women from all over the country.

In particular, French aid has financed training for around 
twenty young women at the centre in Reiki, a Japanese 
healing technique that uses energy and the goal of which 
is to ease pain. This training will allow half of the women 
to open their own Reiki centres throughout the country, 
especially in the provinces of Oudomxay and Champassak.

The other women trained offer low-cost (50,000 kips per 
hour) healing sessions for the general public, both adults 
and children, at the centre itself.
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Business

Interview with Antoine Meyrignac, General Manager of 
Europ Continents Laos and Burma

In the beginning, Europ Continents had a 
long history with Africa, at the time when 
the company was still called SEA (Société 
d’entreprises africaines, and later Société 
d’équipement pour l’Afrique). 
At the end of the 1980s, the company made 
a fresh start and focused exclusively on 
South-East Asia. How did this transformation 
come about?

Antoine Meyrignac - The company has 
experienced a double mutation in this 
period, both in terms of geographical area 
and in terms of business. Originally, our 
main business was the delivery of vehicles, 
automobiles, trucks and construction 
equipment. 

From 1986, it was decided to change the 
core business to medical and laboratory 
equipment, while keeping the original 
philosophy of an integrated service and 
quality. At the same time, the geographical 
shift to South-East Asia, which is now 
focusing our whole business, results of 
its identification as an area with great 
potential. Today, we are a large SME with 
350 employees, including some thirty 
French, a French direction, and a presence 
in all ASEAN countries.

What sets "Europ Continents" apart from 
its competitors? What is its "trademark"?

Antoine Meyrignac - To some extent 
we are the equivalent of a "delicatessen" 
in the equipment domain. What sets 
us apart is first of all the quality of the 
equipment we provide, destined for use 
in the most cutting edge and demanding 
applications in healthcare, research and 
manufacturing, but also the emphasis we 
place on the technical expertise of our 
teams, who receive on-going training in 
assembling and maintaining equipment. 

So it's not simply about logistics, which is 
the case for many of our competitors, but 
about offering a complete service. To do 
this, we maintain a close relationship with 
the manufacturers..

How did you establish a presence in 
Laos?

Antoine Meyrignac - We arrived 
in 1994, at first as a joint venture 
with a local partner, then as a public 
limited company under Lao law, with 
100% foreign capital. We started out 
with our two main divisions, laboratory 
and health, then we gradually expanded 
our activity in safety equipment and 
geosystems.

Today, we are in the launching phase for 
a "Gourmet" activity based on coffee 
(Malongo) and chocolate (Montbana), 
high-end products for professional and 
home use. Our decision to establish 
a presence in Laos was based on the 
country's high rate of growth, and on 
the large number of development aid 
programs.

Development aid was the primary source 
for our contracts and still today accounts 
for 50% of our activity, which is becoming 
more and more focused on the private 
and semi-private sectors.

What is your assessment of economic 
development in Laos and of the difficulties 
you face as a company?

Antoine Meyrignac - Obviously, the 
county is experiencing modernisation 
and has made progress in many domains, 
such as infrastructures, which have been 
significantly improved. Much still needs to 
be done to provide the business sector 
with the best operating conditions, but I am 
very pleased with what has been achieved, 
and I am noticing in the young Laotians 

that we recruit a greater openness to the 
profession and to the world at large than 
that shown by previous generations.

Our biggest problem, shared by many other 
companies, is the difficulty in recruiting 
qualified employees. For example, it is 
hard for us to find qualified electricians/
mechanics. Informal border trade is also 
a problem for some of the equipment we 
import, because it is difficult to compete 
when there is the added cost of this type 
of practise.

Interview carried out by Emilien Roulot

Initially specialising in the delivery of vehicles, automobiles and construction equipment, the company later decided 
to switch its focus to medical and laboratory equipment. Europ Continents has been present in Laos since 1994 and 

today has 350 employees in the country, including around 30 who are French, and a French management team..
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Special feature

The Lycée Josué Hoffet is 
regulated by the Agency 

for French Education Abroad 
(AEFE). Its success can be seen 
in the current enrolment of 
500 pupils, a number which is 
continually increasing. The end 
of this school year was eventful, 
with an exhibition of the pupils' 
work in Indigenous Art, excellent 
results in the Baccalauréat by final 
year pupils, and not forgetting 
the outstanding victory of young 
Vissa, a budding ambassador.

APP Monde (Educa-
tional Pilot Scheme) 
"Honouring Indigenous 
Art": pupils unveil their 
fresco.

On 17 May, watched by a small crowd 
of excited parents, pupils in CM1 and 
CM2 from the Lycée Hoffet proudly 
unveiled their creation: a brightly 
coloured wall fresco adapted from 
the work of Marc Leguay, a French 
artist who lived in Laos from 1936 
to 1975. The unveiling of the fresco 
(the original is currently on display 
at the National School of Fine Arts in 
Vientiane), directed by Bruno Michelin, 
graphic designer, painter and plastic 
arts teacher at the school, was the 
highlight of the exhibition.

Before they could reveal their fresco, 
the artists spent many hours preparing 
the piece. Pupils sketched numerous 
pagodas, palanquins, trees and animals 
before getting started on the painting 

phase. In all, it took no less than 18 
months for these budding artists to 
complete the project. It will soon be 
displayed in the Vientiane city centre, 
under the awning of the Pimphone 
grocery shop in Nam Phou Square, for 
all to enjoy.

In addition to the fresco, on that 
evening the pupils displayed all of their 
creations made as part of the "Action 
Pilote Pédagogique Monde « Honneurs 
aux Arts premiers »" (Educational Pilot 
Scheme "Honouring Indigenous Arts"), 
an initiative set up by the Agency for 
French Education Abroad (AEFE). The 
scheme lasted the entire school year, 
with the goal of giving students in 
French secondary schools all over the 
world an artistic experience allowing 
them to develop an open mind.

To this end, several workshops gave 
the young pupils from the Hoffet 
school the opportunity to unleash 
their creativity. This can be seen in the 
fabulous dresses made by pupils with 
help from Isabelle Beaudelot, a former 
stylist and fashion illustrator. From 
February to April 2012, Ms Ghislaine 
Pouyat, guest instructor, and Ms Thi-
Von Muong-Hane, geography and 
history teacher, led a workshop on 
Lao embroidery and weaving. Pupils 
were also able to discover the art of 
wood engraving, in June 2012, thanks 
to a course led by Mr Vilakhoun 
Nantakhouth, a teacher at the School 
of Fine Arts in Vientiane. Workshops 
on tattooing and plastic arts were also 
offered to the pupils by their teachers 
and by guest instructors.

Josué Hoffet, an exemplary 
secondary school in Vientiane

Educational Pilot Scheme "Honouring Indigenous Arts"

Launched by the AEFE, the APP Monde initiative seeks to link art and culture and show the pupils how these Arts, that were at 
one time called "primitive", have become universal.

In February, pupils from the school were visited by art historian and anthropologist Michèle-Baj Strobel. Using a slide show 
depicting some of the most representative pieces of the "Indigenous Arts" category, Ms Strobel explained the origin, the magical-
religious purpose of the works in this category and its influence on the artists of the 19th century (Gaugin, Douanier Rousseau, 
etc.). The presentation helped the young artists understand the topic and learn about the collections in the Quai Branly Museum, 
Paris.
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100% pass rate for Baccalauréat 
candidates at the Lycée Hoffet!

Final year pupils presented Olivier Decloître with 
an exceptional leaving present. The headmaster, 
who is leaving at the end of the school year, has 
reason to be proud of his pupils: each one of them 
earned their Baccalauréat on the first try! 91% 
even earned a distinction (including three "Very 
Good" distinctions), which, in terms of results, 
ranks the school among the best in the region.

For the early secondary school, the results 
were just as spectacular: 100% pass rate and 
83% with distinction in their "brevet" (diploma). 
During the medal ceremony for the graduates, 
in the presence of the French Ambassador, the 
headmaster thanked and congratulated the entire 
team for these excellent results.

A year 11 pupil at the Hoffet school, Vissa Chanthaphassouk, a young 
15-year-old Laotian, won the final of the "Budding Ambassadors" 
tournament on 17 May. The tournament took place at the prestigious 
setting of the headquarters of the United Nations Educational 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), in Paris.

Like her two brothers and her sister, Vissa has been educated at the Josué 
Hoffet secondary school. Her time at the school has helped her achieve a 
high level of French, even though her parents do not speak the language. 
When given the chance to enter the competition, she did not hesitate.

Organised by the Agency for French Education Abroad (AEFE) and sponsored 
by UNESCO, the tournament brought young French speakers from all over the world together for debating contests. The 
contests were held in French and in the language of the candidates' own country, with summary interpretation in English, so 
the young champions were expected to have very good skill in all three languages. "Everyone was very attentive when I spoke 
in Lao, many people told me it was a beautiful language!" explained Vissa in perfect French. She also speaks English and Chinese.

Out of 5000 contestants, only 50, representing the ten AEFE regions (Africa, Central America, North America, South America, 
Asia, Northern Europe, Southern Europe Maghreb, Middle East/Indian Peninsula/Near East and Indian Ocean), made it to the 
UNESCO headquarters in Paris. After earning the right to represent her school, her country and then the Asian region, Vissa 
took off for Paris. 

Between preparing for the debates and touring the city of Paris, the participants were offered a full programme. It was also a 
chance to make new friends from all over the world: "We learnt a lot about the difference in our cultures, although French was 
something we had in common", said Vissa. The topic of the debates was equality for girls/boys and men/women, and Vissa had 
been preparing for a long time in advance. "In particular, I addressed the issue of women".

In the end, her presentation on the topic "Does school play a role in girl/boy discrimination?" delighted the jury, earning her the 
title of budding ambassador.

A first step towards a career in diplomacy? Definitely not: Vissa wants to be an architect. There can be no doubt that such a 
determined young lady will be able to achieve her dream. Bravo once again, Vissa!

2013 graduates from the Lycée Josué Hoffet

Portrait of a young girl 
Vissa, budding ambassador
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What's on at the French Institute

Fête de la musique 2013

While traditional music was in the spotlight 
at the French Institute, the Lao Japan Budo 
Center was the place to go for pop/rock 
music.
Performing to an enthusiastic audience, 
the groups took the stage one after the 
other until it was time for the highlight 
of the evening: the group Pony Pony Run 
Run, the VIP guest for the 2013 "Fête de la 
musique".

On Saturday June 8, it was "la Fête de la musique" in Laos! Held at the French Institute, the Kop Chai Deu café 
and the Budo Center, over more than twelve hours, the festivities drew hundreds of spectators who came to 

listen to the performers, both amateurs and professional. 

The year was 2005, and in the city of Nantes Amaël 
and Gaëtan Réchin Lê Ky-Huong, along with Antonin 
Pierre, formed the electro-rock group Pony Pony Run 
Run. Their music video "Hey You" thrust them into 
the limelight in 2009, 
and one year later the 
group was honoured 
at the "Victoires de la 
Musique" awards (Rev-
elation of the Year).

Amaël, bassist, and 
Gaëtan, singer, come 
from a family of Lao-
tians: "Our grandfather 
was from Vientiane. 
Our family has always 
had an Asian culture 
and identity. We grew up with that," explained 
Amaël. "For parties at home, we had laap, not veal!" 
Suffice to say that their first visit to Laos was par-
ticularly meaningful: "We had always wanted to come, 
but it just never happened." The invitation from the 
French Institute gave them that opportunity.

Their tour in Laos has become a family affair: the two 
brothers have been joined by their mother, who left 
the country as a child. They also plan to meet with a 
cousin in Bangkok, and an uncle from France will be 
joining them.

While the band members had "quite a shock" when 
they arrived in Laos, upon realising that the country 
was completely different from the other places where 
they were used to performing, they acknowledged 

that their family connections 
with Laos have helped them 
adapt:

"It’s strange. We get the feel-
ing that the ambiance here 
is already familiar to us", ex-
plained Gaëtan. "I can identify 
completely with the expres-
sion 'Bo pen nyang' ", joked 
Amaël. Even Antonin, who 
does not have any particular 
connection with the country, 
has been deeply touched by 

the calm and peaceful atmosphere of the city and 
by its colours. He gets up at dawn to visit the temples 
and watch the monks' daily begging ritual.

The three musicians have even planned to visit the 
area outside of Vientiane, to go to Vang Vieng and 
learn about traditional Lao music, before returning to 
France. And they will be back soon, that's a promise!

_________
1 With the literal meaning of "it doesn't matter" in Lao, this expression also 
indicates a relaxed way of going through life, an ability to step back from 
problems, even to display a certain nonchalance.

Pony Pony Run Run: "We are Bo Pen Nyang"
As part of the music festival, the residents of Vientiane had the chance to attend a concert by 
Pony Pony Run Run, a group based in Nantes but which shares close ties with Laos.
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Research

The IRD, whose head offices are in Marseille, carries out research, training and innovation 
activities with partners in more than fifty countries. The IRD's scientific priorities are based 
on a global context dominated by climate change, a significant reduction in biodiversity, an 
increase in food security issues, and increasingly intense and complex globalisation. 

Based on interdisciplinarity, the Institute's work deals with crucial issues for the countries of 
the South: tropical and civilisation diseases, the connection between health and environment, climate changes, water resources, 

food security, natural disasters, social vulnerability and inequality, migration, evolution of the labour market, etc.

In Laos as elsewhere, the IRD deploys 
its research teams to work in the local 
partner organisations. Through this 
collaboration with the universities in 
Laos, the Ministry of Health or the 
Pasteur Institute, the IRD participates in 
the development of these 
education and research 
establishments, which are 
the keys to development 
and independence for 
Laos.

Twelve researchers and 
engineers as well as eleven 
Lao staff members (research 
and administration 
assistants) work for the 
IRD in Laos. 

A large number of 
researchers also come 
for short- and long-term 
assignments, and the Lao 
partners are often hosted by 
the French offices of the research units.

In this way, many research programmes 
have been established throughout the 
country. For example: a project on 
the themes of affiliation and ethnicity 
(Dynamics of ethnicity in Laos), work 
relating to the geography of health 
in Vientiane (territories and care in 
Vientiane), on the governance and 
emergence of towns (urban territory 
policies in Vientiane), on the change of 
land use in northern Laos, and on rural 
development, the emergency of viral 

pathologies, biodiversity, etc.

Today, the priorities for the IRD in 
Laos are centred around the primary 
challenges to sustainable development, 
namely, the rapid growth of the Lao 

economy, the development of regional 
integration, and the societal changes they 
produce.

Research focuses on:

- ecosystems and biodiversity, rural 
development, farming practices, 
environmental services
- health and in particular emergent or 
re-emergent infectious diseases (virology, 
entomology, epidemiology, anthropology, 
etc.)
- archaeology and history urban dynamics, 

ethnicity, migration, etc.

There are therefore plenty of projects 
and the IRD continues to expand its 
activities with its partners in several 
directions: ground conservation and 

environmental services, 
the anthropology 
of health (HIV in 
particular), the health of 
mothers and children 
in relation to tropical 
diseases, study of severe 
respiratory diseases, 
epidemiology of dengue 
fever, epidemiology of 
infectious agents linked 
to certain cancers, etc.

Finally, several pro-
grammes take place on 
a regional level, brin-ging 
together participants 
from Laos, Thailand and 

Vietnam. This is the case, 
for example, of the programme designed 
to classify the resistance to insecticides 
of mosquitoes, carriers of malaria, carried 
out by the Pasteur Institute of Laos with 
the participation of an IRD team based 
in Thailand.

Marc Souris, IRD representative in Laos 
(Marc.Souris@ird.fr)

To find out more:
     www.ird.fr
     www.laos.ird.fr

The Institut de recherche pour le développement

Carrying out research activities in Laos since 1995, the Institut de recherche pour le développement (IRD) is a 
French scientific research organisation. Along with its partners in the South, the IRD meets the international 

challenges of development. 

Biological samples for a study on the nutritional status of children

The Institut de recherche pour le développement

mailto:Marc.Souris@ird.fr
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Art and culture

Affiliated with the "Fédération 
internationale des accueils francophones 
à l’étranger" (FIAFE, the International 
Federation of Francophone Welcome 
Associations Abroad), Vientiane Accueil is 
led by a team of volunteers who will help 
you adapt to your new country and your 
new city abroad. These volunteers can 
provide helpful information and organise 
friendly gatherings as well as many 
cultural, craft, sport and gastronomic 
activities.

The services provided by the association 
are not based on the French-speaking 
community, rather, they will help you to 
discover the local culture.

Many activities are offered during back-
to-school week in September. 

Do you want to try oriental dancing? 
Then join us on Mondays from 5.30 to 
6.30 p.m. or on Thursdays at the same 
time. Other dance classes are also 
offered: the association offers classes 
in hip hop on Tuesdays from 6 to 7.30 
p.m., ballroom dancing (tango, waltz, 
salsa, paso, etc.) on Wednesdays, from 6 

to 7 p.m. and classical dance on Sunday 
mornings. If you are interested in the use 
of traditional weapons, you will want to 
join us on Mondays, from 6.30 to 7.30 
p.m. Classes in Krav Maga (Thursdays 6.30 
to 7.30 p.m.) and self-defence for women 
(Saturdays, time TBD by participants), are 
also offered.

Isabelle Beaudelot's Créart club (drawing, 
painting etc.) continues to meet at 
Isabelle's house, while Monument Books 
will host a Writer's Café group starting in 
September. Vientiane Accueil's volunteers 

also organise bingo nights, cooking classes, 
dance and gastronomy parties, a wine 
tasting event, not to mention its must-
see Christmas Market and welcome gifts. 
Finally, a dinner for new arrivals will be 
held during the first quarter of the school 
year.

For help in making your relocation to 
Laos a success, feel free to contact the 
new board members!
  

On 13 May, Vientiane Accueil elected a new board. The association offers expatriates a friendly environment to 
facilitate their relocation, but also provides an opportunity to take part in cultural, craft, sport or gastronomic 

activities. In 2012-2013, 148 families were members of Vientiane Accueil.

A new board for Vientiane Accueil

 
 

   Chair : Jean-Jacques Beaudelot (020 78 11 88 71) 
    Vice-chair : Maïr Hyman (020 77 47 36 37) 
    Treasurer : Phousone Chanal (020 23 02 20 84) 
    Vice-Treasurers :  Audrey Janson  (020 77 53 87 01) 
       Hoaï Paille (020 55 05 41 24) 
  

Secretary : Florence Vérité (020 54 51 50 01) 
Vice-Secretary : Cathy Barret (020 55 65 97 66)

Email : vientianeaccueil@yahoo.fr
Facebook page : www.facebook.com/vientianeaccueil

The new board members
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The hotel was born from a unique partnership between the owners 
of the Green park Hotel in Vientiane, and French citizen Stéphane 
Vigié, former deputy representative to Laos of the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP). Together, they wanted to give the 
Riverside a unique character that would reflect the exceptional diversity 
of Laos. The stunning result of their long collaboration combines 
colonial architecture with décor inspired by the country's ethnic arts 
and traditions. The rooms, for example, all have original décor based on 
eight different ethnic groups: the Akha, Hmong, Katu, Lanten, Tai Daeng, 
Tai Lao, Tai Lue and Yao.

This combination of culture, traditions and modern comfort, against the 
backdrop of the powerful karst mountains of Vang Vieng, offers visitors a 
complete change of scenery and allows them to enjoy Lao charm and 

hospitality to the full. The hotel also has a large, well equipped meeting room, ideal for seminars, conferences or other meetings, far 
from the noise and distractions of the capital.

Located half way between Vientiane and Luang Prabang, Vang Vieng is 
both the perfect stopping point for tourists travelling between the two 
cities and a perfect weekend destination for residents of the capital. It 
takes about three hours to get to Vang Vieng by bus or car from Vientiane 
(100 miles, or 160 km) and five hours from Luang Prabang (140 miles, or 
230 km). The Riverside Boutique Resort is located south of the town, 
far enough away to be peaceful, yet close enough to walk to town in the 
evening.

Website: www.riversidevangvieng.com
Telephone: 023 511 729

The Riverside Boutique Resort 
in Vang Vieng

 
 
 

Genuine Toys from famous Brands ! 

And much more.. 

Open every day!   

English Bookshop 
 

More than 150 titles about Laos 

Web: www.monument-books.com/laos 
Facebook : Monument Books Laos 

Books about  South-East Asia, 
Maps and Guides, 
Press and Magazines 
Novels, 
Children books… 

Open Daily. 
Vientiane 
Nokeokumman 
Str.,Ban Mixay 
Tel: (021) 243 708 

Luang Prabang 
Ban Wat Nong 
Thou Gnai Thai Rd 
Tel: (071) 254 954 

Pakse  
Downtown 
+Airport 
Tel: (031) 214 219 

Web: www.monument-toys.com/laos  
Facebook : Monument Toys Laos 

Vientiane 
Setthatirat St., face Wat Simuang 
Tel : (021) 252 100  

Pakse 
Face Champasak Plaza 
Tel : (031) 214 219 

5% 
Discount by  
showing this 
voucher 
Valid until 30 Sept. 2013 only 

July : New Arrival Mattel  
 (Barbie, Fisher Price, Hot Wheels …) 
 
August : New Arrival Playmobil 
 New Arrival Melissa  & Doug 
 
Sept.:   New Arrival Hasbro 
 (Play-Doh, Playskool, Baby Alive, Nerf …) 

Address Book

With an ideal location along the banks of the Nam Song River in Vang Vieng, the Riverside Boutique resort 
opened in July 2012. Its 34 rooms and magnificent pool, bar and restaurant offer spectacular views over the 

impressive limestone mountains the town is famous for..
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En bref

USEFUL CONTACTS
French Embassy (+856) 021 26 74 00
Emergencies only (+856) 020 555 14 751

Police Emergencies 191
Vientiane Police station (+856) 021 21 27 06
Fire Department (+856) 021 21 27 07

Embassy Medical Centre (+856) 021 21 41 50 
Emergencies only (+856) 020 56 55 47 94

Mahosot Hospital (+856) 021 21 40 18/19
Friendship Hospital (emergencies) (+856) 021 41 33 00
Vientiane Ambulance Station 195 or 021 26 11

Thai hospitals
- Wattana Nong Khai (+66) 42 46 52 01 
International contact: Mr Paul, (+66) 8 18 33 42 62
Contact in Laos: Mr Assanai, (+856) 021 24 00 97
- Wattana Udon Thani (+66) 42 24 19 56
- AEK Clinic (Udon)) (+66) 42 34 25 55

Alarm Center in Bangkok: (+66) 22 56 71 46
Friendship Bridge Immigration Service
(+856) 021 81 20 40 / 81 20 37

UFE Local Office: ufelaos@gmail.com
ADFE Local Office: adfe.fdm.laos@gmail.com

Departures - Arrivals
- Ms Myriam Abdennebi takes over from Ms Sophie Leban as 
CampusFrance representative.
- Ms Claire Albergel takes over from Ms Julie El Moutaoukil 
as manager for the promotion of French at the University of 
Health Sciences.
- Ms Servane Teinte-Gasnier takes over from Ms Léonore 
Léautet as manager for the promotion of French at the 
Faculty of Letters of the National University of Laos.
- Mr William Charrier takes over from Ms Coraline Adam as 
the Embassy's press attaché.

GOOD TO KNOW
Useful numbers and other practical information can be obtained at any time on the 

website of the French Embassy to Laos:  www.ambafrance-laos.org
Regularly updated, the section "Service aux Français” covers all information concerning consular activities,

as well as health and safety recommendations.

Digitals archives

This quarterly newsletter is 
published in French and English.

Back copies can be downloaded 
in PDF format from the Embassy 
website: 
www.ambafrance-laos.org/484

Association Vientiane Accueil

As a francophone welcome association in Laos, we 
organise various activities for children and adults, such as 
drawing, music, football, water exercise swimming, archery, 

tai chi, lacquer work, mah-jong, theatre, etc.

Our motto is friendship! 

To see our schedule and participate in the meetings and 
cultural events we organise, contact us:

vientianeaccueil@yahoo.fr

Chair: Jean-Jacques Beaudelot (020 78 10 45 08)






