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 he Ministry of Planning and Investment, the French Embassy in Lao PDR and the French 
Development Agency (AFD) met on Tuesday, June 10, 2014 for a review of the French-
Lao bilateral cooperation. 

  
Co-chaired by HE Mr. Somchit INTHAMITH, Deputy Minister of Planning and Investment, HE 
Mr. Yves CARMONA, Ambassador of France to Lao PDR and Mr. André POUILLES-DUPLAIX, 
AFD Regional Director for Lao PDR and Cambodia, and in the presence of Mr. Jean-Marc 
CHATAIGNER, Deputy Director General of the Directorate-General of Global Affairs, 
Development and Partnerships of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 
Development, the meeting brought together the main representatives of the cooperation 
projects led by the two countries. 

 
This year hold special significance because it coincides with the 20th anniversary of AFD’s 
presence in Laos. 
 
AFD is the key operator of the French development policy, under the supervision of the 
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Development, and Ministry of Finance. In 
Laos, under the coordination of the Ambassador of France, AFD implements the guidelines of 
cooperation in its mandated areas of activity.  
On the occasion of this review, AFD unveiled a new brochure in French, Lao and English, 
outlining the main features of its work in Laos. In 20 years, AFD has provided over $ 150 
million in grants. About one half was spent in agriculture and rural development, while the 
other half has funded infrastructure and urban development projects. This represents about 
40 projects. These national envelopes are complemented by contributions to regional projects 
which also benefit Laos. In the future, AFD could diversify its funding tools and offer provision 
of non-sovereign loans to counterparties with a sufficient degree of technical, financial and 
institutional autonomy. 
 
France is a major contributor to Laos with a bilateral annual aid of more than $ 15 million. 
This constant effort comes in addition to the numerous regional and multilateral aid projects 
widely mobilized in Laos through funds such as the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria, of which France is the second largest contributor with approximately $ 400 million 
each year, and of course through the European Union’s activities. 
 
Cooperation between France and Laos relies on a large institutional system located in Laos in 
order to promote local cooperation: Institut de Recherche pour le Développement (IRD), Ecole 
française d’Extrême Orient (EFEO), Centre International de Recherche Agronomique pour le 
Développement (CIRAD), Institut Français du Laos, Lycée Josué Hoffet. Reference should also 
be made to actions carried out in partnership with foundations and other francophone 
research entities (Fondation Mérieux, Institut Pasteur du Laos, Institut de la Francophonie 
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pour les maladies tropicales, etc.) and some French local authorities with long-standing 
commitment in Laos. 
 
The representatives of the two countries were able to review the state of progress of major 
ongoing or planned projects in the agriculture and rural development, infrastructure, 
governance, heritage and higher education sectors. 
In the past years, French cooperation enabled the restoration and enhancement of heritage 
sites of Luang Prabang and Vat Phu-Champasak, the support to the Lao PDR government's 
policy in developing mountainous Northern provinces or the creation of training courses for 
medical specialists. 
 
Referring to the meeting between the presidents François Hollande and Choummaly 
Sayasone in October 2013 in Paris, the Lao and French authorities committed themselves to 
continue their dialogue. Their partnership for development is marked by a strong will to 
achieve the Millennium Development Goals and to graduate Laos from the list of least 
developed countries, as provided by the 7th Socio-Economic Development Plan. 

 


