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France and Germany were enemies for a very long time. Today, France and Germany 
are each other’s closest and most important political, economical and cultural partners. 
This is the result of the strong commitment of both countries’ leaders and societies. 
Today we celebrate the 50th birthday of the Elysée Treaty. This milestone, signed on 
January 22, 1963 by the French President, General Charles de Gaulle, and the German 
Chancellor, Konrad Adenauer, remains the cornerstone of French-German cooperation. 
This cooperation in turn forms an engine of the European Union: France and Germany 
represent 33% of the EU population, 36 % of the European Budget, and 37 % of the EU 
GDP. 
The founding act of French-German reconciliation and of the building of modern Europe 
is the Schuman Declaration of May 9, 1950, which proposed “the framework of an 
organization open to the participation of the other countries of Europe”. 
The Elysee Treaty is about organization and principles. Its main objective is to develop 
consultation and cooperation between the French and German authorities through 
regular meetings of heads of state and government and through regular meetings of the 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs and contacts between high officials of the two Ministries, 
Embassies and consulates. 
In Laos, our both Embassies have been the only European ones for 27 years, till the UK 
has reopened its Embassy in 2012. Together with our European partners, we consult 
almost daily about our policies in this country. 
The Treaty also called for regular meetings of the Ministers of Defense and the Chiefs of 
Staff of the two countries as well as Ministers and authorities in charge of education and 
youth. And it created an inter-ministerial commission to follow and coordinate the 
cooperation and to report to both governments. Today, this role is played by the 
European Ministers, who are also Secretaries General for the French-German 
cooperation. 
The Elysee Treaty enshrined a clear political commitment: “The two governments will 
consult each other, prior to any decision, on all important questions of foreign policy, 
and in the first place on questions of common interest, with a view to arriving, insofar as 
possible, at a similar position”. 
Cooperation in foreign affairs included the construction of the European Union, East-
West relations during the Cold War (the Treaty was signed 18 months after the 
construction of the Berlin Wall), common work in International Organizations, including 
NATO and the UN, as well as assistance to developing countries. The Berlin Wall fell in 
1989 during a peaceful revolution, and so did the Iron Curtain in the following months. 



French people looked on in sympathy, hearing echos of the French Revolution of 1789 
with its values of freedom and democracy. Reunited Germany after 1989/1990 proved 
what a different country this nation had become, two generations after dragging the 
world twice into war. War between our countries now is unthinkable. This is why the 
European Union just received the Nobel Peace Prize. 
Cooperation in defense harmonized military doctrines, increased the exchange of 
personnel, and developped joint armaments programs. The creation of a French-German 
Brigade prefigured the European Army Corps. 
Cooperation in education and youth exchanges promoted language instruction, ensured 
the standardization of university degrees and diplomas, and increased cooperation 
between French and German research bodies and scientific institutes. The creation of a 
joint French-German Fund for exchanges between the two countries’ pupils and students 
is one of the most important achievements of the Elysée Treaty. The French-German 
Youth organization has contributed to more than eight million cross-border exchanges 
since its creation. 
Since the signing of the treaty, new bodies for high level consultation and cooperation 
have been added in the domains of defense, culture, environment or economy and 
finance. The regular summits have been transformed into a Council of Ministers 
including different members of the French and German governments, while other 
meetings are limited to the French President and the German Kanzler (Blaesheim 
format). Constant dialogue between the French and German authorities is facilitated by 
numerous exchanges of officials. For example, there is a German Diplomat in the 
French Cabinet of the Prime Minister and another one who serves the French Foreign 
Minister. 
New bilateral projects were launched: the French-German Baccalaureate (ABIBAC or 
common high school diploma), the French-German University, ARTE (a French-
German bilingual TV network), a joint high speed train company, and a French-German 
history book. Another example is the successful organization of a joint NATO summit 
(Strasbourg/Kehl in 2009). 
For Europe, French-German cooperation brought significant steps forward: the 
development of the Common Security and Defense Policy, the successful launching of 
EADS and Airbus, the borderless Schengen area, the Euro or the adoption of the Lisbon 
Treaty. Recently, the cooperation between France and Germany has been instrumental in 
setting up the European Stability Mechanism and the Fiscal Pact. 
In Laos, these common achievements make a difference. Lao Airlines has already 
bought two Airbus and six ATR, part of the EADS group, and plans to acquire more of 
them. 
The Schengen agreement allows a Lao citizen to travel freely between France and 
Germany with a single visa which both Embassies can provide. 
The Euro contributes to global economic stability by providing a stable currency with 
low interest rates and by attracting huge foreign investment, including by Asian 
sovereign funds, to one of the major integrated economies.  



In their support to Lao PDR, France and Germany already work together for the 
development of agriculture in the NUDP project and the training of the media. Along 
with the other donors of the European Union, they are now involved in “European joint 
programming”, which is specific to only Laos and four other countries in the world. 
With this exercise, the EU development partners want to create and sustain a positive 
momentum for supporting Lao PDR to achieve the Millennium Development Goals and 
succeed in graduating from the Least Developed Country status by 2020. This strategy 
is an operational tool and is aimed at making the overall EU aid delivery to Lao PDR 
more effective, coherent and sustainable. 

France and Germany within the EU reaffirm their commitment to human rights, active 
civil society and participatory media. We support the development of local Non-Profit 
Associations and the work of International NGOs. We promote Lao and European 
cultures as key elements for development and mutual understanding, and we will 
continue to support heritage preservation and cultural diversity. We reaffirm our 
commitment to human development and mutual understanding between the EU and Lao 
PDR through scholarship programs, cross-mobility of experts, students, researchers and 
officials. 
On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Elysee Treaty, France and Germany 
confirm their commitment to European Unity. Europe is our common future. We live up 
to our international responsability. We see ASEAN as a strategic partner. Our common 
values form a strong bond, and they make us work towards a world where all countries 
and every people have equitable access to prosperity and freedom. 
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