
 

 

Excellency Mr. Thongloun Sisoulith, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, 

Distinguished Ministers and Deputy Ministers, 

Excellencies Ambassadors, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, dear friends, 

I am delighted to address you on this 225
th

 birthday of the prise de la Bastille, which was the 

advent of the French Revolution prior to becoming our national day (that is the reason why 

Anglophones call it “Bastille day”). 

Thank you all for coming in such large number. This year, for the first time, I wanted to 

organize only one reception bringing together Lao senior officials, diplomatic corps and my 

fellow citizens who made the request. As in France, the popular celebration was organized 

yesterday evening at the French Institute-language center. 

The national Day is more than ever placed under the sign of intimacy, which characterizes 

French-Lao relations after another year of progress in three fields. 

First, political progress, with the visit of His Excellency Mr Choummaly Sayasone, President 

of the Lao Popular Democratic Republic, in France from 21 to 25 October 2013, visit in which 

you, Excellency, have participated with several other members of the government. After the 

visit in Vientiane of President Hollande along with your counterpart Mr. Laurent Fabius on 

November 5
th

 2012, it was an historical exchange: in the history of our two nations, never 

had our two Presidents of Republic visited each other. 

His Excellency President Choummaly spent enough time in France to visit the second largest 

town, Lyon, and dedicate a morning session to promising exchanges with French enterprises 

already located in this country or planning to do so. 

You, Mr. Minister, went to Toulouse to visit ATR and Airbus, these two jewels of French and 

European industries. I am pleased that Lao Airlines remains faithful to these two 

constructors while joining the necessary efforts engaged to strengthened air transport 

security in Laos, of which France is ready to friendly contribute. It is an evidence of progress 

in a time of regional integration and your entry in the ASEAN Economic Community in 2015. 

France attaches the highest attention to this regional integration: a special ASEAN 

representative of the Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Development was 

appointed last month. 

Indeed, the economic dimension is more than ever a decisive part of our relation, with my 

government’s emphasis on economic diplomacy. In this regard, this past year has been 

fruitful. 

I had the pleasure to inaugurate the Essilor plant and JP Investment in the Savan-Seno 

Special Economic Zone, with Their Excellencies Somsavad Lengsavad, Deputy Prime minister 

in charge of economic affairs and Lian Thikeo, Minister of Finances. These two new French 

settlements (which the early results are promising) will fully contribute to the development 

of Laos. 



 

 

Investment was also in the spotlight during the first French-Lao week of Vientiane. 

Conducted at the initiative of this Embassy and of the French business community, it quickly 

became a French-Lao event thanks to the desire of your government and of the Mayor of 

Vientiane, late Mr Soukanh Mahalat, who I salute the memory as well as those of others 

victims from the air crashes of May 17
th

 and October 16
th

. The Rendez-vous de Vientiane 

included investment seminars, trade fair, scientific conference and cultural, sporting events. 

They were hailed as a success that we will try to confirm and deepen next year, if Lao 

government wishes so, with a greater emphasis on Europe.  

We have been able to organize this event because many French enterprises already 

established in Laos prove they can be successful. I think about EDF within NTPC, AGL within 

Allianz group, BFL which is the joint subsidiary of BRED and BCEL, Tang Frères commercial 

group and many others. Investors are looking at your country with attention, knock at the 

door and persevere even if it takes some time to open – I think about Velcan energy, Citelum, 

Bureau Véritas and Imprimerie Nationale: their high performances are available to meet 

your needs.  

Dozens of individual entrepreneurs also came to Laos to deploy their talent and provide 

many jobs for your compatriots. Many are among us tonight, giving us a taste of the best of 

French gastronomy and wines: we will discover their products after the toast. 

Often here for a long time and concerned about the quality of their staff, they are 

particularly committed to the efforts of training. Tonight, I welcome the participation, as in 

all special occasions, of the young people of LANITH who will benefit from French lessons co-

organized with the French Language center. 

I also would like to mention the first Fashion Design Contest organized with my support by 

our friends Michel Somsanouk Mixay and Pany Saignavongs, respectively President and 

Founder of the “Lao Fashion Week” and of the Young Lao Designer Development Fund. Our 

common ambition is to send the young Lao winner to a training course in the world capital 

of Fashion, Paris. Money has already been collected during the very first Fashion Week in 

March but it needs to be complemented. I invite those who would like to contribute to 

approach them to offer their mite. Your name or your company’s name will be mentioned 

among the sponsors of the Lao Fashion Week and of the Contest. Thank you in advance! 

 

This can be clearly seen, the human dimension of our relation remains essential. More 

than secular, it last throughout history with a renewed vigor thanks to the younger 

generations. 

In this regard too, Mr Minister, the visit to France of His Excellency President Choummaly 

draw attention because he welcomed the French people of Lao origin of whom many wish to 

recover their cultural roots. 

Mr. Vincent Eblé, President of the senatorial friendship group France-Laos who paid a visit in 

November 2013, recalled it: a high proportion of its voters of Seine et Marne are from Lao 



 

 

descent. Thankful to France for welcoming and training them, their skills and multilinguism 

are a chance for your country and they often drive our cooperation action. 

It should be remembered that this cooperation reaches 25 MUSD per year and focuses on 

many fields: agriculture and rural development, health, cultural heritage, governance, 

education, cultural exchanges and debate of ideas. 

This cooperation strongly relies on dozens of actions carried out by international as well as 

Lao NGOs. Concerted efforts with the Lao administrations, these operations are aimed 

towards Lao civil society and can only operate with the support of the associations. I must 

express my wish, Mr Minister, that these NGOs will find serenity again after the shock 

caused by the unexplained disappearance in 2012 of one of their respected leaders. To 

reassure these associations and to improve their work, it is my hope that public authorities 

will grant them, as we do, their confidence. 

Finally, please let me highlight the importance for our two countries of sharing French 

language. The Francophonie is supported by Laos’ efforts, member of the International 

Organization of the Francophonie that we do our best to support, by other francophone 

partners and by our cultural institutions, especially the Lycée Josué Hoffet. 

I am aware, Mr Minister, that you support the Lycée’s status as a public utility. I am 

confident that the already dated extension project will be implemented within the next 

school year. That extension is essential to welcome more French, Lao and other nationalities 

students attracted by the quality of its pedagogical team, whose efforts I acknowledge. The 

enthusiastic teachers, who led 100% of their students to succeed the Baccalaureate this year 

again, are also taking part in the life of the city with their seminars, musical and theatrical 

events. They have also the greatest relations with bilingual classes, including the one of 

Lycée de Vientiane that I have invited today to perform our national anthems. These 

students were wonderful and I thank them and their teacher. 

I would especially like to thank Lao Airlines for its generous contribution to the organization 

of this reception as well as 

 


