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Dear compatriots, dear friends,

2014 has been a particularly good year in terms of positive events 
for Franco-Lao relations.

Despite a less buoyant economic situation, they remain 
dominated by economic partnership: inauguration of an Essilor 
factory in Savannaket in April; contract signed in September 
between Bureau Veritas and the Customs Department in view 
of the set-up of a one-stop-shop control system at borders; visit 
to France by the Deputy Prime Minister in charge of Economic 
Affairs, His Excellency Somsavat Lengsavad, who was received 
by Mr. Laurent Fabius on November 12; CCEF forum in Bangkok 
from November 16 to 18 highlighting the vitality of Southeast Asia; 
visit to Laos from November 19 to 21 by Mrs. Ayrault, President of 
the Compagnie Nationale du Rhône which is conducting a major 
study on the course of the Mekong.

Moreover, two new ATR 72s were delivered to Lao Airlines in 
June and November. Discussions are continuing for the acquisition 
of other aircraft and, most importantly, for the improvement 
of air safety. In this regard, Lao authorities have drawn the first 
conclusions from the investigation conducted with the help of the 
BEA on the accident which took place in Pakse a year earlier, and 
have invited the French families of victims to Vientiane and Pakse.

Our cooperation continued in all areas, with the 4th edition of the 
highly popular Development Research Days, as well as the launch 
of a series of symposiums on development economics. The two 
sessions already held are set to be extended over the coming 
months and possibly become permanent events.

In Laos, like everywhere else in the world, new consular advisers 
were elected this year. The voters elected Mrs. Myriam Rahem, 
whom I wish to congratulate, especially in view of her good 
cooperation with this embassy to jointly find solutions to the 
problems encountered by the community.

To round off the action of the Consulate, which still has jurisdiction 
over the entire territory, I secured the set-up of a Consular Agency 
in Luang Prabang. Its Honorary Consul, Mr. Le Baron, who does a 
lot of volunteer work in the field of real estate, will represent this 
embassy with local authorities.

Last but not least, a major event has further consolidated 
our partnership: the extension of the Lycée Josué Hoffet. The 
agreement between the Lao and French authorities concerning 
the concession of a plot allowing the extension of the secondary 
school’s capacity by several hundred places was finally signed on 
March 18. This required patience and tenacity! I want to thank the 
school’s management board for its decisive contribution to the 
credibility of this extension, which will still require major efforts. 

2015 will also mark the 20th anniversary of the listing of Luang 
Prabang as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. This is an event 
which is dear to us.

Yves Carmona
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This degree marks a major step in Franco-Lao
university cooperation, since it is the first double
diploma between the National University of Laos and 
a western university. In step with Laos’ opening-up 
to the world at large, this Master’s Degree will pro-
vide high-quality education in the vast discipline of 
International Law.

Sixteen students have registered for this very first 
program. Consisting mainly of professionals from 
Lao administrations and the private sector, they will 
benefit from high-level education for 2 years and 
courses provided by professors from Lyon 3 and the 
NUL. Their studies will end with a thesis. With the 
launch of this double diploma, the faculty of law and 
political science has acquired the means to address 
the major challenges facing Laos.

The Ambassador of France, M. Yves Carmona, NUOL 
vice-Président, M. Lammai Phiphakhavong, Dean of 
the Law and Politcal Sciences Departement, M. Viengvilay Thiengchanhxay and the president of the Jean 
Moulin-Lyon 3 University, M. Hugues Fulchiron were present for the opening ceremony. 

The creation of this master’s degree has been possible thanks to the COOPERA Programme from the
Rhône-Alpes region (more information about the programme on http://www.rhonealpes.fr).

APRIL

4  “La petite fille qui ne voulait 
pas dormir” (The little girl who 
refused to sleep), a children’s 
show by Tania Bracq, at the 

Institut Français du Laos

8 “The elephant in Lao culture” 
by Sébastien Duffillot, at the Insti-

tut Français du Laos

14-16 Pimai (Lao New Year)

29 Conference dedicated to 
Charles Baudelaire, by Esat 

Peposi

JUNE

3 «The treasure of Nong Hua 
Thong», a conference at the 

Institut Français du Laos 

5-7 « The Heirs», a play by 
Alain Krief at the Institut Fran-

çais du Laos (Bis Repetita troop)

12 Exhibition «60 solutions to 
address climate change» at the 

Institut Français du Laos

20 Music Festival

DIARY

Master’s Degree in International Law NUOL-LYON 3 EVENT

MAY

8 Celebration of May 8, 1945 
in the Vientiane French Military 

Cemetery

8  « On veut Persée ! », a mu-
sical show at the French Institute 

in Laos

9 Europe Day

16 “Chemin jonglant”, a mu-
sical juggling show by Vincent 

Lavénère at the Lao-Japan 
Budo Center

20 Conference dedicated to 
Stefan Zweig, by Esat Peposi.

The official launch of the double Master’s Degree in International Law awarded by 
the National University of Laos (NUOL) and the Lyon 3 University took place on 

Saturday, December 20, 2014.

The president of Jean Moulin Lyon 3 University,
M. Hugues Fulchiron, with the first students
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On March, 23th, at the occasion of the Francophonie Week, the Burkinabe artist Alif 
Naaba and his musicians offered a lively performance at the Institut Français du Laos.  

                                                                                                Picture : Jean-Christophe Olry

Alif NaAba AT THE INSTITUT FRANCAIS DU LAOS
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Inauguration of the JUDICIAL INSTITUTE
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Governance

On Monday, 5th January 
2015, the Institut 

Judiciaire was inaugurated 
on the campus of the Ecole 
de Droit de Ban Meuang Noy, 
in Vientiane. Supported by 
the French Embassy in Laos, 
this law school will provide 
the first professional training 
program in the field of law 
in Laos (for the training of 
judges, prosecutors and 
lawyers).

The ceremony took place in the presence 
of the Minister of Justice, Mr. Bounkeut 
Sangsomsack, his Deputy-Minister Mr. 
Ket Kiettisak, as well as two French Ma-
gistrates, Messrs Patrice Davost and Be-
noît Chamouard, representing the Ecole
Nationale de la Magistrature (ENM).

In his speech, the French Ambassador, Mr. Yves
Carmona, commended the prompt implementation of 
the commitments made during the French President’s 
visit to Laos.

Indeed, this inauguration took place almost two years 
after the historic meeting of the Lao and French
Presidents on November 5th 2012 in Vientiane, 
resulting in the signing of a bilateral agreement 
between Mr. Thongloun Sisoulith, Deputy Prime
Minister, and Mr. Laurent Fabius, Minister of Foreign
Affairs. This agreement provides for French support for 
the creation of a high-level training program for Lao 
judges, prosecutors and lawyers, thereby supporting the 
development of the rule of law in Laos. 

This training, which will be provided by the Judicial Ins-
titute, is set to be unique, mandatory and selective, in
order to ensure that the students acquire the tools that 
will enable them to exercise one of the three professions.   

To this effect, the proposed program is not focused on 
the study of rules, but on their practical application to 
exercise these key professions in the legal and judicial 
system.   

France is a main contributor to this project, with finan-
cing of €1.75 million (for the 2013-2015 period) for the 
Legal Sector Master Plan (LSMP), adopted in 2009. This 
plan aims to improve citizens’ access to justice, as well 
as the establishment of the rule of law by 2020. The 
UNDP, the European Union and the United States have 
also participated in the financing of this program.

The creation of this institution, which should contribute 
to the protection of people’s rights and improve citizen’s 
access to justice and fair treatment, is one of the key 
aspects of French support for the implementation of the 
LSMP.

In addition to the financial resources committed for 
the creation of this institute, French judicial experience 
and expertise were put to good use through the help
provided by recognized professionals from the Ecole 
Nationale de la Magistrature (ENM) and the NGO
Avocats sans Frontières.  

Moreover, from May 12 to 28, 2014, France welcomed 
a Lao judicial delegation composed of some twenty 
professionals from the Institut Judiciaire and Ministry of 
Justice, as well as judges, prosecutors and lawyers. 

Received in Paris by the Director of the ENM, the Lao
officials were able to attend a course in pedago-
gical and administrative engineering organized 
by the school, in collaboration with Avocats sans
Frontières, to help them with the creation of a training
system and the management of the future Institute. 

Mr. Patrice Davost, honorary general prosecutor, 
represented the director of the Ecole nationale 

de la Magistrature
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 Goût de/Good France OPERATION IN Laos

The «Goût de France / Good France» initiative launched 
by the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 

Development and the famous French chef Alain Ducasse, 
enabled chefs established abroad to introduce people to 
French gastronomy, the flagship of France’s art of living.

On the five continents, nearly 1,500 menus involving seven dishes were thus-
prepared under strict instructions (an aperitif, a cold starter, a hot starter, a fish or 
shellfish dish, a meat or poultry dish, a selection of French cheeses, a chocolate 
dessert, a French wine list and a digestive). A total of more than 1,000 chefs were 
at work on March 19.

From Vientiane to Luang Prabang, the operation was a success in Laos, as twelve 
chefs took part in the event with three menus on three sites. 

Chef Lao Chansamone Kounlaxay 
presented his menu to some twenty 
people at  «The Library» restaurant of 
the Hôtel de la Paix, a member of the 
French hotel group Accor, in Luang 
Prabang. 

Chef Tinay Inthavong welcomed 
lovers of French gastronomy in his 
Vientiane restaurant « L’Adresse de 
Tinay ».

Furthermore, « La Table des chefs 
» was laid for the evening at the
Résidence de France for a French 

dinner prepared jointly by several Vientiane chefs: Philippe Boucley, Pierre 
Viala, Jean-Marie Stainmesse, Jean-Yves Guiomar, Owen Marlaux, Jérémie Herzog, 
Arnaud Poiré, Say Southakakoumar, Nicolas Carret, Micka Périer and Nini Vilivong.

In addition to the culinary pleasure provided by this French dinner, the chefs 
donated 5% of their takings to a local NGO focused on health and the 
environment.

As a tasty introduction 
to March 20 – the day 
dedicated to the French 
language worldwide – 
this French dinner was a 
sell-out everywhere in Laos, 
bringing together aficio-
nados and those interested 
in this exceptional gastro-
nomy, especially when 
it is exported overseas.

→
The seven dishes offered by 
the collectifve of ephemeral 
restaurant « La Table des 

Chefs » 
(Photos : J.-Ch. Olry)

Tinay Inthavong et son équipe, le soir de 
l’événement.

The «Table des Chefs » was installed in the garden of the 
Residence : more than one hundred persons had booked  

their table !
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Bringing together French, Lao and international researchers, as 
well as research institutes and students, the 2014 Development 
Research Days fueled the thinking concerning the development 
of Laos, through conferences focused on three fields of research: 
agriculture, economy and health. They also aimed to promote 
research careers with Lao students enrolled in post-graduate uni-
versity programs..

Inaugurated by Mr. Houmphanh Inthalath, Deputy Minister of 
Science and Technology, and by Mr. Yves Carmona, Ambas-
sador of France in Laos, , the three-day event enabled the 27 
speakers (scientists, experts and public authority representa-
tives) to cross-analyze the economic, agricultural and health
challenges faced by Laos and the region.

Meeting with resounding success throughout the three days, as 
they attracted nearly 500 people, the Development Research 

Days made it possible to closely examine and discuss a large 
variety of issues including productivity in rural areas, the 
economic and social transition of Laos and the link between 
health and economic development, as the speakers’ talks were 
regularly fed by exchanges with the audience.

Exhibitions, film showings, and a scientific video competition for 
pupils and students were also organized on the fringe of the 
various conferences.

This article summarizes the debates of the three panels which 
marked the three major cycles of this 2014 event: agriculture, 
economy and health.

The 4th edition of the  
Development Research 

Days, organized by the French 
embassy in Laos, the Ministry 
of Science and Technology 
and the Institut Français du 
Laos, took place fromOctober 
13 to 15, 2014 at the Institut 
Français in Vientiane.

« Productivity in rural areas: the key to local development ! »

1. Context: Agricultural productivity in Laos  
- The agricultural sector accounts for 25% of Laos’ GDP and employs nearly 70% of its 
manpower. Most of the agricultural production is aimed at self-subsistence, while a small por-
tion is marketed. 
- There are two different types of agricultural economy in Laos: one on the lowlands around 
the Mekong, and the other, which is the most prevalent, in mountain regions. 
- Two main production models coexist: traditional agriculture, which is the most prevalent and 
is most often made up of small, low-productivity family farms, and industrial agriculture. Each 
model has its positive and negative externalities, according to the productivity model. 

2. Adapting to Lao specificities
To increase agricultural productivity, it seems essential 
to take into account the types of production in Laos 
and the considerable weight of self-consumption.
The farmers feel that the increase in their production 
depends on five factors: 
- Access to training and information (professionaliza-
tion of the sector). 
- Access to land (official recognition of property 
deeds to better define individual property and secure
farmers’ land).
- Access to agricultural inputs (fertilizers, pesticides, 
etc.), which are often too costly. 
- Access to markets,
- Access to credit (via financing facilities). 

3. What agricultural policies should be set up to increase productivity?

Agriculture and 
economic 

development 

Improving the governance of the agricultural sector
Laos’ public agricultural policy aims to incite farmers to turn to Special Economic Zones rather than immigrate to Thailand for higher income. Several 
other initiatives would be possible: organizing a seed supply chain for farmers, improving human capacities, focusing on innovation for the sustainable 
management of resources, examining micro-finance models, reinforcing the government’s legislative role in access to credit (need for pre-established 
rules, certification bodies and increased control), reinforcing the institutionalization of producer organizations (defining their statuses and purposes – supple-
menting the existing decree on cooperatives), etc. However, the government must not interfere in the organizations as such, but let the people involved 
build their own organizations and limit its role to the promotion of innovation (bottom-up approach).

Shifting from traditional agriculture to more productive agriculture 
This implies major socio-economic changes and the involvement of the private sector and 
entrepreneurship. The keys to this transition consist of two interdependent systems:
- contract Farming, resulting in better integration of family farmers into the agro-food indus-
try via contracts with marketing and processing companies
- the development of producer organizations, which offer more opportunities and financing 
through the pooling of production facilities and more negotiation power in contracts.

Conclusion : In the 8th national development plan currently under preparation, the government has set two priorities: ensuring the safety of the 
country’s food supply and increasing the contribution of agriculture to the country’s economic growth. The next step consists in laying down 
the order of priority for the measures to be taken and setting the budget for the various expenditures. The private sector (small/medium-sized 
companies and farmer associations ) will play a key role in the achievement of these priority targets for sustainable economic development.
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Public health
and economic
development 

« How to prevent the negative externalities of economic develop-
ment from affecting the public health system »

   In Laos, access to healthcare remains very unequal as it essentially depends on the population’s 
financial resources. Being landlocked, the country is marked by substantial differences between highlands and lowlands, making 

certain groups, such as ethnic minorities, particularly vulnerable. 

1. What are the negative externalities involved 
here?

- The agricultural transition under way and the emergence 
of intensive agriculture are supporting the development 
of monoculture, which is dangerous for the ecosystems. 
- The environmental and social systems are thus thrown 
off balance, promoting the emergence of diseases and a 
new resistance to medication. 
- The development of road infrastructures and the 
migration of populations to cities increase the spread of di-
seases.
- Laos’ geographical position and its future membership of 
the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) will multiply its 

population movements and associated risks. 

2. Identifier les risques pour mieux les prévenir
The epidemiological database is the main data access 
tool used to anticipate and prevent risks. When correctly 
updated in keeping with cultural, climatic and social 
changes, it makes it possible to establish alert systems, which 
are the first step in the fight against the spread of diseases.

3. How can those risks be combated? 

Strengthening the role of public authorities
- In order to improve the governance of the health system, inter-ministerial 
coordination of the various public authority tiers could be established. The shifting 
of decision-making and actions from the central to the local level is also contem-
plated. 
- The under-utilization of scientific studies and strategic reports is mainly 
due to workers’ insufficient educational level and requires the government’s
strengthening of its policy concerning access to education.

Better coordination of public authority and private sector actions
- The public sector cannot go it alone to remedy the negative effects of economic 
development on the health system. The involvement of the private sector, which 
also generates health risks, now seems accepted, in particular in response to the 
growing demand for healthcare services (numerous private clinics currently under 
construction, etc.). 
- The healthcare system is still fragile and costly. It seems essential to look for pri-
vate sources of income (NGOs, individuals, etc.). 
- The joint action of the two sectors should make it possible to fund the system, 
as well as establish appropriate measures to prevent and combat the health risks 
associated with economic development.

Economy: the great 
transformation? 

«Economic and social transitions,
on the road to development»

Conclusion : Laos’ entry into the AEC will step up the country’s economic development, as well as increase the health risks associated with 
the induced growth. Today, the fight against health risks and diseases can no longer be done centrally. Improving the circulation of informa-
tion across the country, especially with the most vulnerable populations, and securing the joint involvement of the private and public sectors 

seems necessary for better governance of the health sector and the implementation of effective policies to prevent and combat risks. 

Conclusion : What Laos in 2020? Laos boasts a high-quality environment, especially for tourism, which could represent a considerable op-
portunity to absorb the influx of workers. Attracting FDI is not the only possible solution. The features of tomorrow’s Laos will depend on the 

redistribution of the fruits of development.

1. Analyzing Laos’ economic transition: development mainly dependent on foreign direct investment (FDI)
A change is now taking place in Laos: the country is now engaged in a process of commodification of exchanges at the international level and shifting 
from an economic model based on self-subsistence to a market-oriented model. The government sees investment as a means of attracting foreign 
capital, using it locally, then re-exporting it. 
Nevertheless, the country’s economic development suffers from over-reliance on FDI. As the government cannot act on currency fluctuations, it has to 
turn to salaries and the cost of labor. The creation of Special Economic Zones (SEZs) in the country addresses this issue by responding to investor demand, 
developing infrastructures and creating jobs in rural areas. 

2. Promoting national specificities
to attract FDI

Laos wishes to draw on the experience of 
landlocked countries with a similar deve-
lopment process in order to be effective and 
competitive on the global market, while 
staying on its own path. 

The country has chosen to exploit its raw 
materials (mines, hydroelectricity) to sup-
port its balance of payments. In this context, 
domestic growth, human resources and 
permanent institutional reorganization play 
a key role to achieve the targeted model. 
The Lao government is currently prepa-
ring its 8th five-year plan, setting 5 priority 
objectives, to graduate from the list of least 
developed countries by 2020. This plan will 
strive to make the most of these specificities 
to meet the challenges of national econo-
mic development.

An economy still too dependent on the agricultural sector 
- Laos currently has two main challenges:
 - Improving the productivity of its agricultural sector and shifting its production towards the market (60% of Lao 
agriculture is intended for self-subsistence). 
 - Guiding the population towards new job opportunities in more lucrative sectors, such as the exploitation of 
natural resources, which is 20 times more productive than agriculture. 
- Moreover, the industrial sector suffers from low competitiveness and insufficient salaries to attract workers (who 
often choose to work in other countries where wages are higher). The 8th plan should strive to attract investors 
to other sectors and establish a minimum wage. 

Needed adaptation of Lao society
- Laos is undergoing a major transformation: the market has replaced traditional institutions such as the 
family and religion, and mentalities have evolved accordingly. 
- A socio-economic transition implies a rural exodus to urban areas. The main challenge of this transition is 
to get rural areas to benefit from the country’s increased wealth stemming from its economic development. 
- Young people, who are educated and adaptable, can go into the service sector. However, older people, 
who are less qualified, run the risk of being left on the wayside.
- Thus, the economic transition cannot take place without improving access to education and occupational 
training. This should improve the competitiveness of Lao manpower, attract FDI to the country and ensure 
the country’s sustainable development . 

3. What challenges for Laos?



André Pouillès-Duplaix is the Director of the regional Laos- 
Cambodia Agency of the AFD (French development  

agency). He took part in the 2014 Research Days as a member 
of the «Agriculture» panel, a sector in which the AFD has been  
providing expertise to Laos for numerous years.

Interview
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How does Lao agriculture fare in the shadow with 
its big neighbors?

It is true that Vietnam, Thailand and China all  
compete with Laos, especially on the strength of 
their demographic weight and greater production 
capacities. Nevertheless, Lao agriculture can develop 
through agricultural niches, via designations of origin 
and labels, and through fair trade and organic agricul-
ture. In addition, Lao products can successfully be sold 
via cross-border trade, for example by supplying the 
neighboring countries’ expanding markets. 

Crops such as tea, coffee, corn and cardamom are 
sold on the strength of their quality and geographi-
cal origin, thereby responding to a specific consumer 
demand. 

What will Laos’ entry into the ASEAN Economic 
Community at the end of 2015 change for the Lao 
agricultural sector?

Compared to other ASEAN members, Laos does 
not represent a big agricultural production, nor a big  
market (6 million people out of the ASEAN market’s 
total population of 600 million). 
The set-up of this common market could lead the 
government to take needed but risky measures to  
improve the competitiveness of the agricultural  
sector, which has a low productivity level.

What does the future hold for Lao agriculture? Will 
its resources diminish?

The development of Lao agriculture will require fun-
ding from foreign private investors, as the government 
has very little means. Nevertheless its functioning 
must not be dictated by external forces. 

The authorities must define a real public policy. It must 
increasingly act as a regulator rather than a player, in 
order to encourage the opening-up of the sectors. 

Moreover, contract farming must be standardized, as 
it benefits small producers by providing them with 
outlets, as well as buyers by guaranteeing them a  
reliable supply, in terms of both quality and quantity.

What progress can be seen in Laos? 

There are several causes for satisfaction and  
optimism for Lao agriculture, in particular in the link-up of  
certain productions with their markets. Such is the 
case for the production of cardamom and tea in 
the province of Phongsaly, and that of corn in the  
province of Xayaboury. Indeed, production must be 
in step with the market that supports it. This market is 
not solely local or domestic; greater focus should be 
placed on possible exports within the region. 

A second cause for satisfaction is the success of  
various investor projects, like those conducted by the 
AFD, which operate through a real sharing-out of  
responsibilities among the various tiers (producers,  
local authorities, central authorities). However, this  
proved less successful in irrigation projects, as the Lao 
authorities usually want to stay at the helm. 

The AFD thus wants to develop projects focused 
on the organizing of rural players and activities in 
Laos. This should start next year in the province of  
Khammouane.

Can an organized industry, such as that operating 
for coffee, be transposed to other products? 

For the moment, the functioning of this industry is 
unique, although other productions could also take 
advantage of this model, such as glutinous rice, algae 
and Lao craft work. These are in fact niche products 
which meet the specific requirements of Western 
markets and which could rapidly benefit from marke-
ting and communication efforts. 

Nevertheless, organizing an industry such as that of 
coffee and establishing a protected geographical 
indication require a lot of time, as well as the coope-
ration of numerous players. 

The One District, One Product (ODOP) program, set 
up by the Lao government on the example of a Thai 
initiative, has the merit of wanting to create more 
added value around several local productions, even 
though it is still resting on an approach which is too 
top-down to be really effective.

LA FRANCE AU LAOS10
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To celebrate the 20th edition of the French language and culture week – Semaine de la 
Langue Française et de la Francophonie – from March 14 to 22, 2015, the Institut Français 

du Laos collaborated with several Francophone partners in Vientiane, including the French 
embassy in Laos, to organize a great Francophone afternoon open to everyone.

11

FRANCOPHONIE Francophone afternoon at the Institut FRancais

During this event, participants were able to visit the stands of two 
bookshops (Xang Noy and Monument Books), as well as take part 
in the games organized by the Pôle d’Activités Francophones and 
Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie.

For a festive atmosphere throughout the program, a variety of shows 
were staged: performance of the juggler Vincent de Lavénère; 
fashion show of recycled clothes by the students of the Faculté des 
Lettres; traditional Lao songs and dances by the pupils of the Lycée 
de Vientiane; as well as storytelling and drawing workshops for 
Francophone children.

At the end of the afternoon, everyone came together in front of the 
main stage to encourage Francophone Rally participants in the Franco-
phonie quiz and Olympics to close the event. Consequently, the day’s 
winners were determined and personally congratulated by the French 
Ambassador to Laos.

This excellent event, organized by the Institut Français du Laos in collabo-
ration with the French embassy in Laos, the Lycée Josué-Hoffet, the Lycée 
de Vientiane, the National University of Laos, the Pôle d’Activités Franco-
phones, and the Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie, was attended 
by some 300 Francophones throughout the afternoon. The event ended 
with an outdoor karaoke session!

On the fringe of this great afternoon, a concert by Burkinese musician Alif Naaba on Monday, March 23 was 
attended by 250 spectators. On Tuesday, March 24, a literary encounter with French academic Erik Orsenna 
closed the festivities of this French language and culture week.

Article written by the Pôle d’Activités Francophones

Winners of the 2015 competitions! 

2015 Olympic Competitions
   
1st Prize  Category A1 - B2 : Phommakane KHAMVONGSA (Paksé)  
  Category B1 : Vilayvone SISAVATH (Vientiane)
2nd Prize   Category A1 - B2 : Phongsavanh KEOKHAM (Savannakhet) 
  Category B1 : Lattanavady PHASAVATH (Savannakhet)
3rd Prize   Category  A1 - B2 : Souksay PHOMMATHA (Vientiane)
  Category  B1 : Sivone MANIVANH (Vientiane)

Francophone Rally Competition 

 1st Prize Solo Category: Latsamy DOUANGKAYSONE (Faculté des Sciences de l’Éducation) 
   Team Category: Niphaphone KEOVILAY (Lycée de Vientiane)
 2nd Prize Solo Category: Lili (Lycée Hoffet) 
   Team Category : Singsayyachack SOUPHANNY (Faculté des Lettres)
 3rd Prize   Solo Category : Vongsendeuane VITHAYAPHONE (Lycée de Vientiane)
   Team Category :  Douangmanith MAYSOULY (Faculté de Droit)

“Bilingual Generation» Competition : : Anongvalinh OUMKHAM (Lycée de Vientiane)
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LA FRANCE AU LAOS12

CODEV VIET PHAP Association in Phongsaly Cooperation

The French association Codev Viet Phap (CVP), which has been working in Vietnam and 
Laos for numerous years, recently developed a project of electrification by pico-hydroelectric 

turbines in the province of Phongsaly. 

Within the framework of its project on the «Decentralized 
electrification of isolated Lao villages, and training in the use 
and installation of pico-hydro turbines», a CVP delegation 
traveled to the district de May, in the province of Phongsaly 
at the end of 2014.

This project was among the various initiatives that the CVP 
association is conducting in Southeast Asia to support the 
electrification of rural areas, as well as access to running 
water, micro-credit and education in the isolated, disadvan-
taged villages of Vietnam and Laos. 

Decentralized rural 
electrification through 
pico-hydro turbines and 
micro power plants is 
one of the association’s 
main fields of action. This 
type of facility, which 
is quick to install and 
inexpensive, is also well 

suited to isolated homes and relies on available hydraulic 
resources. Each pico-turbine can thus deliver a few hun-
dred watts of electricity, thus supplying two or three families.

Indeed, certain villages in the mountainous province of 
Phongsaly, located in Northern Laos and bordering on 

China and Vietnam, still 
have no roads or electricity 
and cannot break out of 
their isolation and poverty. 

With an overall budget of 
€48,000, this project has 
received financial support 
from the Fondation Nexans 
(a French company ma-
nufacturing cables and 
cabling systems), the EDF 
Works Council (C.C.A.S.), the Conseil Général de Seine-et-
Marne, and the province of Phongsaly.

Between 2009 and 2012, a project focused on electrifica-
tion through pico-turbines had been rolled out in Laos via 
the installation of 54 pico-turbines of 500 W, supplying 
650 families across 18 villages. 

Following the success of this initiative (conducted in the 
district of May), the authorities of the Phongsaly pro-
vince approached the CVP association once again for 
an identical project, backed by a program to train the 
population in the installation and use of this equipment.

Mesure du débit d’eau sur le terrain

Session de formation 
à Ban Hat Chanh
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From Monday to Sunday, from 8 am to 10 pm, 
the boutique offers a warm welcome to visitors 
wanting to discover a vast array of designer pro-
ducts (made-to-measure clothes, fabrics, woven 

items, accessories, furniture and interior decoration items). Most of the products exhibited have 
been designed by the owner, Viviane Althey Inthavong, designer and interior decorator. The 
store also features the creations of several artists. Moreover, Couleur d’Asie has partnerships with 
various social NGOs working with Lao producers, enabling it to sell products originating from Laos. 
 
Whether inside the elegant store or outside on the terrace, customers can also have breakfast, 
lunch or dinner. In the kitchen, Somsanith Inthavong and his team offer French cuisine 

inspired from the south of France (prawn bisque, 
stewed beef with five spices), as well as delicious, 
light and exotic dishes. Every Friday and Saturday, 
an excellent, well garnished couscous is also on the 
menu. And, on Sunday, you can treat yourself to 
the «Sunday Roast» menu with a choice of roast 
meats and vegetables. Every day, the Happy Hour 
extends from 5pm to 8pm, to savor cocktails, de-
licious bruschettas and other tasty little pleasures. 

The venue is also suited to business lunches, dinners 
or celebrations. Special menus are prepared on de-
mand at attractive group rates (something that bu-
sinesses and organizations can take note of!). 

The tea room offers a wide selection of world teas 
(ask to see the lovely menu!) to be savored with de-
licious home-baked cakes available at all hours.

Viviane’s objective? Making Couleur d’Asie a living 
place, «where people feel at home», combining de-
sign, fashion, music and food. 

And the place is truly lively, with the holding of regu-
lar events: weeks focused on a special menu (Moroccan 
week, Greek week, Provençal week, Antilles week, etc.), 
concerts, dinner dances, exhibitions of paintings and 
photographs, etc.

Located on Nokeokoummane street, opposite the Wat Mixay entrance, guarded by 
two large statues, Couleur d’Asie boasts an exceptional view to relax… and enjoy a 
tasty moment.

Relaxation, taste and conviviality at Couleur d’Asie!Addresses 

The Couleur d’Asie boutique, 
which has been a popular 

well-known site for some fifteen 
years, re-opened in June 2014 
with an innovative concept 
combining a shop, a restaurant, 
a tea room and an art gallery.  
 
This concept store, focused on 
the topic «Everything on Asia». 

Born in Vietnam into a family 
long established in the country, 
Viviane returned to France on 
the country’s independence and 
became a fashion designer and 
pattern maker. Being an inspired 
creator, she started a career as 
a fashion designer and interior 
decorator, which she decided to 
continue in Laos with her Lao 
husband, Somsanith Inthavong. 

Viviane then created her first col-
lection in her bedroom with her 
Singer sewing machine, before 
opening her first store, Yani (her 
nickname). In 1997, she extended 
her aspirations by opening Cou-
leur d’Asie, a large store of 
made-to-measure clothes and 
interior decoration items, which 
enjoyed impressive success until 
its recent transformation into the 
innovative concept store that 
we see today. 

Somsanith is also involved 
through his cookery exper-
tise. Sanith has been a lover of 
French cuisine since his earliest 
childhood, when he used to mar-
vel at every action and gesture 
of the cook in his family home. 
In France, he ran a family restau-
rant in the Gard area and worked 
for a prestigious tea room in Aix-
en-Provence.

Phone : 021 223 008, 020 28 15 76 90
www.couleurdasie.net

Facebook : CouleurdAsie
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- Mr. Kasina Savath has replaced Mr. Nicolas Dumont as administrator 

- Ms. Amandine Guillemois has replaced Ms. Myriam Abdennebi and is now in 
charge of Espace Campus France. 

- Ms. Julie Reynier has replaced Mr. Pierre Lacombe as press service trainee.

French Embassy
Only in case of emergency

Police Rescue
Police of Vientiane
Fire station    

French medical office
Emergency only

Mahosot Hospital
Hôpital de l’Amitié (Emergency)
Ambulances Center of Vientiane

Thai hospitals
- Wattana Nong Khai
 International contact : M. Paul
 Contact in Laos : M. Assanai
- Wattana Udon Thani
- Clinique AEK (Udon) 

Alarm Center in Bangkok
Immigration service at Pont de l’Amitié

Local section ADFE : 
Local section UFE : 

An association for French-speaking people in Laos, we organize various 
activities for children and adults, such as drawing, music, football, aquagym, 

swimming, archery, tai chi, lacquer, mah-jong, theater, etc. 
Our watchword is friendliness!

For the program of our activities and taking part in meetings and cultural 
events organized by our association, please contact us:

vientianeaccueil@yahoo.fr

President: Mrs. Cathy Barret

Handy phone numbers and other information are available at any time 
on the website of the French embassy in Laos: www.ambafrance-laos.org
The regularly updated section «Service aux Français» contains a wealth of in-
formation on consular procedures, as well as advice on health and safety.

(+856) 021 26 74 00
(+856) 020 555 14 751

241162/241163/241164/212703 
(+856) 021 21 27 06

241162/241163/241164/212703 

(+856) 021 21 41 50
(+856) 020 56 55 47 94 

(+856) 021 21 40 18/19
(+856) 021 41 33 00

195 ou (+856)  021 26 11

(+66) 42 46 52 01
(+66) 8 18 33 42 62

(+856) 021 24 00 97
(+66) 42 24 19 56 
(+66) 42 34 25 55 
(+66) 22 56 71 46

(+856) 021 81 20 40
(+856) 021 81 20 37

adfe.fdm.laos@gmail.com
ufelaos@gmail.com

General information

NUMéros utiles

Départs / Arrivées
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