
        

 

PRESS RELEASE  
Thursday, November 10th, Vientiane.  
 

6th Research Week for Development   

November 16th to 18th 2016 

 

Organized by the French embassy and the Institut français du Laos in Lao PDR, jointly with the Ministry 
of Health, the 6th edition of the Research Week for Development: “Public health challenges in Lao PDR: 
contributions from research and regional perspectives” will take place on November 16th, 17th and 
18th, 2016  in Vientiane. 
 

A yearly event for debate and scientific research   
  
Since its first edition in 2009, the Research Week for Development’s ambition is threefold: feed into 
scientific debates for Lao PDR and the sub-region’s development, support decision and policy makers, 
and attract young students towards scientific careers.  
 
In the close neighborhood of research institutes and laboratories, this Week will take place for the first 
time at the Health Francophone Institute of Tropical Medicine (IFMT) and at the University of Heath 
Sciences. Proving the international dimension of this symposium, the interventions will be in French, 
English and Lao with simultaneous translation in 3 languages available.  
 
Scientific presentations, high-level panels bringing together policy makers and scientific experts, 
interactive events for a wider audience (workshops, stalls, competitions, tours, screenings, exhibitions 
etc.) will be organized. 
 

Quality training, sustainable practices in agriculture, optimized national strategies: 
three key levers for public health development in Lao PDR 
 
Laos is characterized by high biodiversity and a multifaceted society, and is a crossroads for cultural, 
human and economic exchange. Laos is subject to many challenges in a dynamic region prone to 
environmental, human, and climatic changes. 
 
More than any other public action, the role of scientific research is fundamental in Public Health. In 
addition, current economic development allows authorities to consider an ambitious policy for the 
development of health and wellbeing of the population.   
 
This edition proposes an ambitious program around three key issues, in order to highlight and 
discussion contributions and opportunities of scientific research to health systems strengthening in 
the country.   



        

  
Day 1: Quality training and scientific careers   
Wednesday 16 November  
A diversity of health professionals and researchers will share their experience and work to Lao youth, 
highlighting the opportunities of research for public policy and career development. 
Day 2: Emerging risks in agriculture  
Thursday 17 November  
The focus will be on identifying and addressing emerging health risks linked with environment and 
economic practices through an integrated approach (One Health). 
Day 3: Public health and evidence-based recommendations 
Friday 18 November  
Researchers will illustrate the contributions of research in the field of surveillance and infectious 
disease fighting in RDP Lao and in the region. Together with the teams of the Ministry of Health and 
the National Institute for Health and Epidemiology, health partners will discuss their 
recommendations to optimize public health policy.    
 

An array of partners united in their efforts for public health  
 
In the context of Laos' ASEAN presidency and increasing South-East Asian integration, the regional 
perspective will be favored thanks to the participation of researchers and stakeholders from 
neighboring countries (Cambodia, Thailand, Vietnam, Myanmar... ). 
 
Partners 

 Government of Lao PDR (Ministries of Health, Science and Technology, Agriculture, Education ...) 

 Research institutes and units (Institut Pasteur du Laos, Institute of Research and Development 
(IRD), 

 International Centre for Agricultural Research (CIRAD), Christophe Mérieux Centre of Infectiology 
(CIML), Oxford-Wellcome Trust etc.) 

 Academia and foundations (National University of Laos, Health Francophone Institute of Tropical 
Medicine) 

 Development partners and UN agencies (WHO, UNFPA UNICEF, LuxDev, EU etc.). 

 Civil society organizations and private sector (Fondation Mérieux, Fondation Pierre Fabre) 
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